REPORT

OF THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

—_———————— ..

SUMMER SCHOOLS.
DISTRICT NO. 1.

Prupestiat Commrrree, GEN, J, ATwoob,

This School was under the instruction of Miss Martwa J. ATwoon,
for a term of fifteen weeks, being her first effort in teaching, in which
she succeeded go as to gain the approbation of all concerned. She pos-
esges many traits of a good teacher, being energetic and thorough in
teaching, and mild and judicious in discipline. And she succeeded very
well in infuding prompiness and thoroughness into her pupils, so- that
this sehool made good progress in the studies pursued. The scholars,
twenty-nine in pumber, were all, except two, under twelve years or age,
50 that greal attainments were not to be expected, only in degree. And
probably thés school made as good progress in this view, as any of our

schools.
: DISTRICT NO. 2.
ProoErTial Commrrrer, Mr. Jamres COTTER,

Miss Remecca A. WHiTeEHOUSE was the teacher of this school for a
term of mineteen weeks; and to say that she succeeded well, is not giv-
ing her the merit sho deserves. This school, by being the largest in
town, baving forty-five scholars, and & large proportion of the scholars
over twelve years of age, and many of them considerably advanced in
the higher branches taught in our schools, makes the duties of the
teacher arduous and severe, No one who engages in this school, as a
teacher can count on a life of ease. Miss Whitehouse's experience ns
a teacher, previous to this term, was only a rather short term in a small
school. But this term of school has established ‘her character, as a
teacher, among the best. The progress made in the school was highly
creditable to both teacher and scholars.

DISTRICT NO. 3~80UTH SCHOOL.
Pauprrrian Commirrer, Mr. A, H. Grimaw,

Miss Apsy L. Copuny taught this school nine weeks with good suc-'
cess, The number of scholars in the school was twenty. There wero
some very marked cases of improvement in this school, where all did
well. The examination at the close of the school was quite satisfactory
to those present. The only regret manifested was that the term was
too short.

Those who employ Miss Coburn as a teacher expect a good echool,
and are not disappointed.



DISTRICT NO. 3-——NORTH SCHOOL.
Prupenrian Comyrrree, Mz, A. S. Swmrra.

Miss Maria E, Burnmam, an jexperienced and thorongh teacher.
was employed ten weeks in this achool of twenty-seven acholars, and
was successful in inspiring the minds of most of her pupils with a desire
to learn. And the school under her instruction made good progress.
The closing examimtion was highly creditable to teacher and scholars,
and pleasing to those who were present. The schools of the third dis-
trict being necossarily shorter than most of the other schovls in town,
the advancement of the scholars is proportionally retarded. Still they
have many fine scholars in that district, who compare favorably with
the scholars of more favored districta,

DISTRICT NO. 4.
Prupesriar Commritrer, Me, Jonatuwan Crurw.

Miss M, Lizzie Ler taught this achool fifteen woeks, with good sue-
¢ess. The number of scholars was thirty-five. The improvement of
the achool was satisfactory, and showed conelusively that Miss Lee is
eminently qualified for the duties of her employment. That she trained
her scholars thoroughly, was manifested at the cloving examination by
the fact that no books were nsed in the course of the examination, either
by teacher or scholars, except reading books; and the scholars were
closely examined in Arithmetic, in Algebra, Grammar, Geography, and
some other studies, and were prompt and correet in answering. With-
out any disparagement to other good teachers, it is but just, perhaps, to
say that Miss Loe is one of the best, if not the Jest female teacher of
those who were employed in our schools this year.

DISTRICT NO, 5.
Prupentian CoumrrTee, MR, NaTaanien CuRRIEE.

Miss Lucy A. Biwomam, teacher. Number of Scholars twenty-
eight. Sehool continued fourteen weeks with marked success. Miss
Bingham managed her school with tact, and gained the good will of her
scholars and others interested in the school. If she could have thrown
a little more energy into her mede of teaching, it would probably have
added to her prosperity as a teacher, though her suecess was highly
commendable. At the elosing examination 1t appeared that five young
Iadies had become thoroughly versed in Greenleaf’s Arithmetic, and
four of them also wera well versed in Algebra, and the first Grammar
cla?is were quits expert in analyzing a somewhat difficult lesson in that
study.

. DISTRICT NO. 6.

‘PropeNTIAL CoMmnrree, Mz, Jessg Hamprer.

Miss M. Fraxcrs Gouvrp taught this gahool of eleven scholars eight
weeks. It was her first effort. She labbred diligently and faithfully
for the best progress of her pupils, and succeeded quite well. Good
progress was made in this school, and there is, probably, no doubt that
Miss Gould will rank among good teachers as she gaing from gome expe-
rience the art of teaching with ease and facility. At present, perhaps,
ghe labors harder than is necessary.



WINTER SCHOOLS.

NUMBER 1.

Me. J. F. Hazerron taught school of forty-two mcholars, twelve
weeks. The acholars of this school being mostly young scholars, it was
not expected to find this school so far advaneed in some studies, az some
of the other schools in town. This school also, at the present time, lies
under the disadvantage of not possessing & due propertion of females,
less than ome-fourth the scholars being females, and one-half of these
under twelve years old. Yot Mr. Hazelton so labored, and so diffused
activity among his scholars, that this school. perhaps, made as good pro.
gress under its circumstances, s any school in town., The people of
this distriet may, with good reason, consider themselves very fortunate
dn securing the labors of so energetic and devoted a teacher. The clos-
ing exercises were highly gratifying to those interested in the school.
A class of young scholars in Grammar, and a class in Spelling, deserve
especial commendation.

NUMBER 2.

This school enjoys peculiar privileges. Although the largest school
in town, yet the compactness of the district, and the facility with which
the scholars can pass to and from school, in consequence of the amonnt
of travel on the leading roads through the district, increases the ability
of the scholars in being steadily an% constantly at school. And this
school has enjoyed for eeveral terms past, the services of well qualified,
energetic and faithful tenchers. The teacher of this winter term, heing
peculiarly of this character; so that, under all these cireumstances,if
this school did not stand high in its progress of knowledge, the blame
would fall heavily on the scio}ars. But it is the privilege of your com-
mittee here to say, that the scholara have done their part well; that they
have appreciated their privileges so as to stand Adgh, if not the highest
school in town at the present. 1n the closing cxereises, in which all
the classes did well, the class in Geography was noticed for its readiness
in angwering; also the first elass in Reading deserves praise. This school
was in operation fourteen weeks, with fifty-five scholars, .

NUMBER $—SOUTH SCHQOL.

Mg Rerpaca A, WaITEHOUSE tanugbt this school of twenty-one scholars
fourteen weeks, and fully sustained her character asa thorough teacher.
At the olosing exercises of the school, it was readily perceived that
neither teacher nor scholars had been idle; but that good progress had
been made. This school has some fine scholars. The pecond class in
Grammar was noted for its prompiness, and it is worthy of netice that
in the study of Grammar our teachers are using the inductive method of
instruction, o that elasses of beginners in this study sooner and more
surely get an insight into the prinoiples of this science than by the
method usually purswed, *
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NUMBER 3—NORTH SCHOOL.

Mg, Coaries W. SeavLpina taught this school of twenty-three schol-
ars, nine weeks, This term was his first effort in teaching; and he ap-
peared to labor assiduousty for the advancement of his scholars. He
would probably succeed better in a second effort, though he did very
well in this. The school evidently made progress. By reason of sick-
ness and other causes, several of the older scholars were abgent from
the closing exercises of the schoo!; so that the examination was not
oomplete, but quite good as far as those present were concerned.

NUMBER 4.

Mz. Grores Krntanr taught thisschool of ffty-three scholars thirteen
woeks, with great success. He iz a young man of fine talents, and was
succeasful in gaining the respect and good will of scholare and parents.
This was his first trial 2s a teacher; and there is much evidence in his
management to show that he may make an able and energetic teacher,
That he waa a faithful tencher is very evident, as many of the scholars
made large advances in their studies, The closing examination disclosed
the fact that the scholars had been trained understandingly. The tone
of voice in which recitationa were made were somewhat faulty, and this
remark will apply to all our schools with equal force; still there is evi-
dence to show that it is a fault that is abating in some degree in all our
schiools, and when scholars learn their lessons so thoroughly that they
can answer confidently and intelligently, this fault will be unkuown in
our schools,

NUMBER 5,

Mz, Apams Emrrson taught this school of thirty-one scholars twelve
woeks. - Mr. Tmerson possesses qualifications as a teacher of a high
order, and it was anticipated at the commencement of this term that id
would be o highly succeasful term. But those anticipations were not
Fuily realized. The closing examination evidently showed that many of
the scholars had improved their time to good advantage, and had made
much progress in their studies. Some of the acholars having left the
school sometime before its close, their progress eannot be recorded in
this report, No complaint against the teacher-having heen made to your
committee, he cannot assign any reason in this report why those schol-
ars left. Your committee is however led to the conclusion, from his
own observation, and also the observations of others, that the teacher

..did, though perhaps inadvertently, err in his manoer of instructicn in

" speaking discouragingly as to their capacity and progress in learning.
And he evidently possessed the idea, common to many, that the books
he had learned from, were much better than sny other.

Miss Manrns J. Atwoon commenced a school in this district lnst
week, which ia expected to continue six or seven weeks. The school
appears to be in a prosperous course of instruction, and it is hoped will
succeed well. -

NUMBER 6.

Mms Mary A. Bureick taught this sehool of sixteen scholars
twelve weeks, and had a very prospercus term. This little school, la-
boring as it does under some disadvantages, is evidently improviug and
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rising to a higher standard among its fellows. Miss Butrick i3 an ex-
perienced, energetic and practical teacher, and it was truty gratifying to
witness the result of her labora in the prompiness with which the exam-
ination was responded to by the different classcs in the closing exercises
of the school. ' ’

The Prudential Committees of the different districts truly deserve
eommendation for the interest they have manifested in the prosperity of
their respective achools, in sceking good teachers, and for that degree of
responsibility which they have exhibited in the duties devolving on them.

In the examination of the schools, one feature of progress is mani-
fest in the improvement in reading and spelling, The foundation of all
learning is based on these studies, and it is pleasing to record that in
most of the schools more attention is being paid to these indispensable
studics; 80 as to read nnderstandingly, with the proper use of pauses,
inflections, tones, emphasis, and cadence. Another improvement is the
more constant attendance of the scholars, and a less number of tardy
marks. Another mark of improvement is seen in the effort of the schools
to keep the school house neat and attractive. Anather mark of improve-
ment is the effort made by many of our teachers to prevent all commu-
nication between scholars during the time of study. This iz very de-
girable. No report haas been made of the success of this effort only in
one instance. One teacher reports that two of his scholars did not com-
municate for six weeks, and another scholar ouly once in that time,

The discipline of our schools has improved from year to year. The
rod and the ferule have almost or entircly disappeared from our school
houses; and scholars have come to the conclusion that teachers are not
placed over them to be tyrants, but to be their best friends, and there-
fore they respect them, and readily cbey good rules and proper regula-
tions in school.  No case of eorporeal punishment is reported from any
school but one, and that reports four cases in summer and four in winter
On the whole it ig probable that our schools were never under better dis-
cipline than at the present time. And still there is room for improvement
in this respeot.

Other privileges for learning have been enjoyed by some of the yonth
of the town during the year past, A private school was taught at Capt.
Coburn’s school house, by Miss Abby L. Coburn during the intervals
between the terms of the distriet school. The length of those terms
and their snceess is not known to your committee.

During the autumn, Mies Mary C. Richardson taught a select school®
at the Centre School House, for o term of ten weeks, having about
twenty-five scholars. The school was very successful, and gave entire
satisfaction to those who enjoyed the privilege of her thorough instruc-
tions,

A few scholars have gone abroad the present year to seek the instruc-
tions afforded in more popular schools.

In this review of our schools for the past year, you will notice that
in goneral your committee has spokeu in terms of approval and commen-
dation. No doubt. this is, where it can be truthfully doue, the proper



course to pursue. If committees were to seek for faults and defects in
teachers, and if found to publish them before the world in a public re-
port, no good would result from this course, but it wonld have a direct ten-
denay to deter all modest and generoug minded teachers from engaging
in our schools, and thus probably be & great loss to our schools. Our
good teachers need all the encouragement that can justify and truly be
bestowed upon them, and there is a more quiet manner of dispensing
Witli dlbhe services of poor teachers than by publishing their faults to the
world.

It is believed tbat the people of this town feel a deep interest in the
education of their children, aud in the prosperity of their schools.
This interest is manifest in the visits made to the schools by parents and
others; by the frequent enguiries about the success of the different
teachers, aud in the interest taken at the closing examinations. When
we see hard laboring business men, and women oo, leave their business
and congrogate together, and this too when the travelling is bad and the
weather unfavorable, we think there must be some special object in view,
something of importance being transacted, thus to attract such attention.
And this has been abundantly manifested in the closing exercises of our
gchools during the year. No school, either summer or winter, has closed
without some of the parents and others being present, and some of the
achool -rooma have been crowded with visitors on such occasions, And,
fallow citizens, this iz ag it should be, and as we might expect. You have
expended liberally of your money in the erection of good and commodious
school houses; you pay liberally of yeur money to employ teachers to
inatruct your children; and you abundantly furnish your children with
books and other facilities to learn, and time to attend these schoois.
and it is but reasoneble to suppose, that, as business men, you would be
looking nfter the results of these expenditures, and thus show to the
teacher and scholar that you have an interest in these things. And this
interest has reference, no doubt, not entirely to the prosperity of the schools
as such, but to their influence on the community and on our free instita-
tions, being, as conceded by all, one of the strong pillars of our present form
of government, teaching our children to be order-loving and law-abidin
citizens; teaching them not only those branches learned from schooi-
books, but in the language of cur statute law, having their “mind dili-
gently impressed with the principles of piety and justice; a sacred regard
to truth, love of country, humanity and benevolence; sobriety, industry
and frugality; chastity, moderation and temperance; and all othee vir-
tues which are the ornament and support of human soclety; and to cn-
deavor to lead them into & particular understanding of the tendency of
oll sach virtues to preserve aud perfeet a republican form of govern-
ment; to secure the blessings of liberty and promote their future hap-
piness ; and the tendency of the opposite vices to degradation, ruin and
slavery.”
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SUMMER.
B No. Drsrricr., 17%978s 8n) 4 5] 6
Number OfScholarﬂ--.------.-.... 29 45 19127 35 28\11
Average attendance. ... evv..-0...|| 24] 34143911 2722.210.3
Number of tardy marks...........|] 9! 601185 76| 33/ 60 10
* in Writing . cvaveeenanaadl|| 100 24 3, 3| 17 17 4
“  in Arithmetic. aeoveenaanadfl 270 390 15] 17} 22/ 24 7
“  in Geography . .esv.eevennd|] 91120 T 12| 13 12| 3
“ In GTBINMAT « c.weneraweesell D] Z1) 6] 14| 5 12| 4
“ in Composition «seessasasss 9 210] 4
“  in Algebra .viveiiiaenin., 7 27 2! 2 4
“ in GGeometry c.evesreeeesss
“  in other studies. ssvoe v .o ' 9| 1| 8 2
WINTER.
No., Drsrricr. 1) 2 3¢ 3] 4] 5] 6
Number of Scholars. covaeseseneaeal 42/ 55/ 21 23| 53| 81| 16
Average attendance.......v.e-0.0.|| 33) 4019§19.830.522.8 15
Number of tardy marks. «eoeev-.000]| 34 28107134 228252| 10
“  in Writing.s oo ee -0 -eee. .|l 20 85/ 187 101 27 [ 20| 7
“ in Arithmetic. .oceueeseea.f| 36 44| 14: 203 43| 31| 12
“ in Geograpby...eeseceon ([ 190120 OF 71 13] 10
“  In GTAINMAT.. s+ enev0e s =s«|l 18 30| 10| 12 18| 17
“ in Compositione. sseuessass 7 6] 5
“ in Algebra..aesersacanes 4 5 2 3| 4 7
¥ in Geometry...eeveeensans 3 1: 38
“ other studies. cveeenvaseeeaee]| 1] 13 5,12 8| 8
No. Disrricr. 1 2| 38| 3¥ 4 ) 6
Whole number of gcholars in IL
each district...........|| 471 587 23| 27| 57 38, 16
Average amount of ggoney to ‘
each scholar...........[ 4.09 8.30; 3.76| 3.76 3.84 4.88 3.87
‘Wages of female teachers per ‘
month including board. . .|[16.00/14.0016.00/12,00/18,0018.00/11.00
‘Wages of male teachers per ‘
month including board.. . 39.00‘33.00 14.00126.00(35.00:30.00[15,00
both boih
females femakes

Respectfully submitted,

Pelham, March 8, 1859,

ABEL GAGE, Surr’a Scroon Cou,



The undersigned, appointed at the anmual meofing of the town of
Petham, in March, 1858, as Auditors of thq Accounts of the Treasurer
and Selectmen, for the year ending March §, 1859, have attended to the
duty aspigned them, and respectfully submit the foliowing Reporw:—

The Treasurer charges himself as follows, to wit:

1858—March 8. To Cash in hands of Treasurer, $ 496 57
July 18, To (Cash rec d of Collector for 1857, in full, 684 40
1859—Jan'y 6. To Cash received of State Treasurer for

Rail Road money, for 1857 and 1858, 118 27

March 1, To Cash received of David Cutter, for
Grave Yard Lots, _ 3775

March 1. To Cash received of Joshua Atwood, from
County, 30 01
March 7. To Cash received of Collector, for 1858, 1483 47
Amounting in all to $2811 47

For the above the Treasurer claims credit as follows, to wit :
1859—March 7. By Cash paid on sundry Orders, drawn by
the Selectmen, during the year ending with

date, amounting to $ 2212 46
March 7. By Cash in Treasury, 599 01
$ 2811 47

The Treasurer reports the amount of outstanding Taxes, in
the hands of the Collector, to be for 1858, $ 658 89
Of the above Orders, § 924.00 was for the support of Schools,.—
$ 568,42 for the snpport of the poor, and the remainder {or the eurrent
expenses of che town.
LITERARY FUND.
Of this fund the Treasurer gives the following account :

1858—March 8. Cash in hands of Treasurer, $ 83 10
July 8. Cash of John Woeodbury, from State, 87 64
$17¢ 74

Of which he has paid Orders drawn by Selectmen, in favor
of the several Prudential School Commit-

tees, dnring the year ending with date, for § 83 05

1859-—March 7. Cagh in the hands of Treasurer, 87 69

$170 74
POOR FTARM FUND.
The Treasurer reports that on March 8, 1858, there was § 2410.38 of
this fund, and that this sum has been on interest snce that time.
SURPLUS REVENUE FUND.
The Agent having charge of this fund reports, that he has Notes and
Cash, which will, on the 18th inst., amount to § 1385.82.

‘We find the above accounts properly kept, correctly cast and. propetly

vouched.

JESSE GIBSON,

ABEL GAGE, AUDITORE.
Pelham, March 7, 1859, ) MOODY IIOBBS,





