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EARLY HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF PELHAM
1845-1924
by
CHARLES WILLIAM HOBBS

This town has a history which may not be very interesting to or ex-
citing to the general public; but to us who are natives, or residents of the
town, it cannot fail to interest. At the same time it may be well to look
back to the first settlement of the town and trace its growth and develop-
ment from that time to the present,

We should ever keep in grateful remembrance those sturdy men and
brave women who dared the perils of the wilderness and suffered the
privations which new settlers everywhere have to undergo; and to which
were added, in New England, the constant danger from the most savage
and treacherous race of people on earth, the North American Indian.

At the time of the first settlement of this town, ""Paugus', one of
the most powerful, and treacherous ¢f the whole race, was at the height
of his career, That career carried death and destruction through the
whole province of New Hampshire and into Massachusetts.

The man who went to plant his corn or to cut a tree in the forest
carried his gun as well as his life in his hands. The loss of his gun
meant the loss of his life. This danger was not the only trial that the
first settlers had to undergo. At that time there was always a war
between the English and the French who had settled in Canada; and who,
as the English thought, were continually encroaching upon English
territory. These wars called for large expenditures in men and money
and the Provinces were kept poor and distressed by these calls, The
Provinces had to fight the wars of the English King in this country, as
well as their own battle for survival,

The first accounts of the settlement of this town must come mainly
from tradition, or as we might say from family history, for the incorpo-~
ration of the town, as the town of Pelham, did not take place until 1746.

The first building of any kind in the town was erected in 1719 very
near or on the spot where the house of F, A, Cutter Esq. now stands,

# F, A, Cutter property now Mrs, Virginia Merriam's. (Corner Mammoth
and Sherburne Roads,)



This was known in those times as a block house or garrison house, It

was built by the Masonian Proprietors for the purpose of opening up the
land which they claimed to own for settiement; and by the settlers of
Londonderry for a stopping place on their long trips to Boston when they
went to market, It also served as a refuge, and was intended to preserve
a line of communication between their settlement and Boston. Probably,
during a portion of the year, a small garrison of soldiers remained there,
cultivated a little land and kept the house in readiness to receive travelers.

Boston, Old Salem, and Portsmouth were the only markets in New
England at that time. Of course, there were trading centers along the
coast which were more difficult to reach.

In 1721 the first real actual settlement by men who intended tc make
this town their home was commenced by John Butler and Joseph Hamblett,
who built a log house and commenced a clearing on what is now known as
the "John Gage place'. 1

Butler and Hamblett bought separate tracts of land and for company
as well as economy built but one house on the line of their respective
tracts of land. Here they kept Bachelors' Hall. After awhile, each
thought he was doing more than his share of the house work, and con-
tributing more to the general welfare of the colony than the other.

Cutting the firewood was a matter of dispute with them. They concluded
to divide the house and live as two separate families, by building a wall
from the center of the door to the center of the stone fireplace. Thus,
each had a tenement in the first house in Pelham.

The same year of 1721, and probably soon after Butler and
Hamblett, there settled in this town the Richardsons, Jaques and Wymans,
who as well as Butler and Hamblett came from Woburn, Mass. The Gages
came from Bradford. One Gage seftled on Gage Hill, and one near the
center of town. William Richardson? settled on the farm now owned by
Mr. Whitehouse, Jaques3 settled where D, M, Gould now lives and the
Wymans4 as near as I can ascertain, where Mrs. Tyler now lives, These
were the first settlers., Some others came in but, on the whole, the
settlement of the town progressed very slowly for many years, There
were a number of things which were unfaveorable for the rapid development
of the settlement of the town. First it was a question in what province the
territory was in, It was claimed by both Massachusetts Bay and New
Hampshire, as there was a clash in the charters of the two provinces. It
was not until twenty or twenty-five years after the first settlement of the
town that this question was decided. ‘

1 John Gage place now Zolkos farm. 1888 barn now across road,

2 W. Richardson settied farm of Whitehouse, later Miss Clements.
3 Jagques - D. M. Gould, Atwood Road,

4 Wyman- Tylor- Mann - Hayes is present owner,
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Massachusetts claimed a due west course from the mouth of the
Merrimack River, and New Hampshire claimed the river itself as the
boundary line of their respective provinces, Then there was a question
as to the ownership of the land. It was claimed by the Masonian Pro~
prietors or "Lord Proprietors' as they are frequently called in the
records, who claimed the land under an old English Grant to Capt. John
Mason, whose heirs they had bought out. It was also claimed by other
parties under the title of the Wheelwright Purchase, this title was de-
rived directly from the Indians, who according to the claim of this
party sold all the land from the mouth of the Merrimack River, up to
the river to Pawtucket Falls, and thence Northwesterly ten miles into
the wilderness to the Rev. John Wheelwright. This was a deed, whether
the Indians gave this deed or not had always been questioned, but it is
on record in the Rockingham Registry of Deeds. Some claim it was a
forgery and some say it was made in good faith.

The Wheelwright claimants, as I understand it, were never bene-
fited at ail by it., These causes doubtiess prevented the rapid seftle~
ment of this region, for the proverbially careful and prudent settlers
did not wish to settle in a country claimed by both Provinces, which
would most likely be protected by neither in case of war with the
savages. Each province would look after its undisputed possessions
first, The uncertainty of titles to the land claimed by two claimants
and any improvements which they might make under either claimant,
might be wrested from them by force, In those days, more than at
present, might made right.

The soil of the Dracut District was noted for its sterility. It
was a saying that almost grew to be a proverb in the region round
about, that all Dracut District was good for was to pasture the devil
and blue jays on.

Pelham of the present, was at that time a part of the ancient town
of Dunstable, and a part was in the Dracut District, The old Dunstable
line in this town commenced at the Tyngsborough corner and ran North-
easterly, dividing what are now the farms of Mr., Farmers and Seavy
from Mr. Richardson, and continuing on the same course to the South-
east corner of Mr, C.G. Moore's farm. Thence running northerly to
a stone on the west bank of Beaver Brook, just above where Mr.
Marshall's Mill was burned. This was the Londonderry corner, That
part of Pelham, North and West of this line was in Dunstable, and all
that part of the South and East was known as the Dracut District.

The ancient Township of Dunstable included the present towns of
Hudson, Litchfield, Merrimac, Nashua, Hollis, Amherst, Brookline,
a part of Londonderry, and a part of Pelham, in New Hampshire; and
Tyngsborough, Dunstable, Pepperell, and Townsend in Massachusetts.

In the course of time this large Township was cut up into towns
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and parishes. The westerly part of our town was attached to Nottingham
West and it would appear, somewhat against the wishes of the people, At
least there was a meeting and the question of dividing Nottingham West
came up, and it was voted to do so. At this time the line between
Massachusetts and New Hampshire had just been settled. This had been
done in 1741 by a King's Commission and was not very satisfactory to
either Province, each Province claiming more than it got. This line is
the State Line of today, known as Mitchel's Curve Line.

This line is supposed to be three miles north of the Merrimac
River from its mouth to the old pine tree, known as Mitchel's Pine on
the south line of Pelham, and the stump can be seen on Coburn's land
in the south part of town. Thence the line ran due west to Connecticut
River. This line is still in dispute and a commission of our own state
and the State of Massachusetts are at the prescnt time engaged in settling
the dispute.® The line in our town cannot be materially affected by it
either way, for there is no dispute on the easterly portion of the line as
that is the line of the river, and supposed to be three miles due north of
the river from Pawtucket Falls to its mouth, The portion in dispute is
the westerly part of the line and that is based upon the variation of the
compass.

A large portion of the land in the town had been sold by the Mason-
ian Proprietors before it was settled. It was probably sold very cheap
for there was a risk in keeping it, as well as buying it. If the claim of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony had been sustained, the Masonian title
would have been worthless, As the result was uncertain, they preferred
a "bird in the hand to two in the bush''. There were sales or grants of
land a great many years before any settlement was made in the town.

Gov, Endicott of Massachusetts had a plot of 400 acres of land
purchased by him in 1674, and the plan of this tract is now in the
possession of Wm. W. Butler whose farm is a part of the former Endicott
Farm. A Kimball owned a large tract that bounded on Beaver Brook and
L.C. Richardson, Muldoons, and the Mcoore Farm are a part of that
tract. A Mr. Coburn owned a large tract, probably on the southerly side
of Gumpas Pond. These were called farms but, were never improved by
their owners, and were merely investments in wild land, waiting for a
market.

The settlement of the town progressed slowly for many years, as
has been said before, on account of the uncertainty of titles, until after
the Colony lines had been settled in 1741 when the settlement took new
impetus and the people began to think of themselves as a community.

The Dracut District and a part of Nottingham West, which were

* This line has been determined.



sheared off from their respective towns of Dracut and Dunstable in
Massachusetts and left in New Hampshire, were without any government
or representation in the colony, and a part of the territory was claimed
by L.ondonderry and other towns. Some of the inhabitants were taxed in
two towns. This and other reasons led Joseph Butler, who was the son
of John Butler one of the first settiers, to petition the Colonial Congress
to be incorporated as a separate town, The principal grievance of the
petitioners was that they were taxed in two towns for the support of

the Gospel, both Dunstable and Londonderry claiming a part, of the
territory and taxing the inhabitants or as it was called at that time
"rating' them for the support of the Gospel,

This petition was heard and granted, and on the 5th day of July,
1746, the charter of our Town of Pelham was granted. Thus the town
was brought into legal existence and became one of the towns of the
Colony.

From this time the history of the town is a matter of record and not
of tradition. The first thing that the people of the new town were exer-
cised about was that which caused the trouble that led to the incorporation
of the town; namely, the support of preaching, meeting houses, and other
matters pertaining thereto.

This will be tiresome encugh to you all without going into a religious
history of the Town. Some of the votes which are in the record would make
the church people of today smile or scowl.,.that vote, for instance,
appropriating money for the purpose of paying for rum furnished for the
ordination of our minister, also for rum and refreshments furnished for
the council,

The new town went on as all new fowns do. Everything was looked
after very closely in those times and every cent and dollar had to be
accounted for in open Town Meeting. Every office was important and every
officer was carefully looked after. Many things that appear trivial now were
not thought so then. Some time we shall be thankful that so many little
things were put upon the records.

INCORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PELHAM - 1746

The first book of records, leather covered, brown and yellow with
age, contains 369 pages of carefully written accounts of Town Meetings from
1746 to 1816. A copy of the Town Charter in the careful manuscript of
Eleazer Whiting, the first Town Clerk, begins with the formal greeting:

Province of New Hampshire-

George the Second ~ by the Grace of God of Great Britian, France,
and Ireland - King, Defender of the Faith.
To all whom these presents shall come, greetings:
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Whereas sundry of our loyal subjects, inhabitants of a tract of
land within the Ancient Boundaries of the town of old Dunstable and
Dracut in our Province of New Hampshire, two miles and eighty rods
east of the Merrimack River hereafter described, have humbly peti-
tioned of us that there may be erected and incorporated into a Town-
ship and enfranchised with the same powers, authorities and privileges .
which other towns in our said Province by laws have and enjoy, and it
appears to us to be condusive to our general good of our said Province
as well as to the inhabitants, in particular by maintaining good order
and encouraging the culture of the land that the same should be done.

Know ye therefore that we of our special grace, certain know-
ledge and for encouraging and promoting ends aforesaid, and with the
advice of our trusty and well beloved Benning Wentworth Esq. our
Governor and Commander in Chief of our council for said Province,
have erected, incorporated, and ordained, that the inhabitants of land
aforesaid bounded as follows: viz.

Beginning at the boundary pitch pine tree, made by Mr. Miichell
and running north boundary line of Massachusetts until it comes within
two miles and eight rods of the Merrimack River; then north twenty
degrees east to Londonderry; then Londonderry east south east five
miles and one hundred forty rods; then south to the Methuen line, then
by said curved line to the pitch pine where it began, and shall inhabit
the same be and by the sawe precepts, are declared and ordained to
be a town corporate and hereby erected and incorporated a Body
Pollitick and a corporation to have continuance forever by the name
Pelham, with all the powers, and authorities, privileges and fran-
chizes which other towns within the Province or any of them do have
and enjoy.

To have and to hold the said town authorities and franchizes and
their successors, ever always reserving to us our heirs and successors
all white pine trees growing and being and that shall hereafter grow and
be on the land for the use of the Royal Navy reserving also the power of
reserving and dividing said town to us and our heirs and successors
where it shall appeai‘ necessary and convenient for the inhabitants thereof
and in the several towns of said Province and by the laws thereof enabled _
and authorized to assemble and by the majority of votes to choose all such
officers as are mentioned in said laws.

We do by these presepts nominate and appoint Zacheus Lovewell to
call the first meeting of said inhabitants to be held within Town at any time
within thirty days from the date hereof, Giving legal notice of the time
and place and design of holding such meeting. In testimony we have caused
the Seal of said Province to be hereunto affixed.

Witness Benning Wentworth Esq., our Governor and Commander in said
Province, the fifth day of July, in the year of our Lord Christ, one
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thousand seven hundred and forty-six and in the twentieth year of me---

B. Wentworth

By his Excellencies Command with advice of Council.
Theodore Atkinson, Sec.

The Charter of this new town having been "entered and recorded to
the Original' this Sixteenth Day of September 1747~ Page 33 & 34.
Theodore Atkinson

First Meeting Of The Town of Pelham
Province of New Hampshire

"Pursuant to the authority fromn his Excellency Benning Wentworth
Esq., Governor; or from this his Majesty's Province of New Hampshire
to me giving for the calling the first meeting of this town of Pelham.
These are therefore to notify the freeholders and other inhabitants in
Pethamn, gualified to vote in the choice of town officers, that they
assemble and meet at the house of Captain Henry Baldwin, on Monday,
the twenty-first day of July, currant, at two of the clock, in the after-
noon, then and there to choose all such town officers for the ensuing
year as the law directs.”

Dated July ye 11; 1746 Zacheus Lovewell

This Notification posted by me- Zacheus Lovewell- Province of New
Hampshire,

Capt. Henry Baldwin had been instrumental in getting this charter,
so naturally his house was selected as the meeting place. The free-
holders from all sections of the town tradged up "Baldwin Hill" to choose
the following Town Officers,

Henry Baldwin was chosen Moderator, '"to govern the meeting'’;
Eleazer Whiting, Town Clerk; *{five Selectmen - Joseph Hamblett, Henry
Baldwin, William Richardson, Jonah Gage, and Eleazar Whiting. Heanry
Baldwin, Town Treasurer; Jacob Butler, John Baldwin, Samuel Gage,
and Simon Beard, Surveyors of Highways; Fence-viewer and Field-driver
{viz.} William Elliot and Hugh Richardson; Sealer of Weights & Measures,
Henry Richardson, and Amos Gage; Tythingman~- Henry Richardson, Amos
Gage. Foundation {cellar) of the Baldwin house is to be found on Baldwin
Hill, beyond the Landry residence on the Landry Fruit Farm. The Landry
residence was originally a Gage farm.

* Three Selectmen were elected each year in the March Town Meeting in
the following years.



Building a town presented many problems to these hardy pioneers.
A place to gather to carry on town business and to worship was a requisite
for every New England town. Settling boundaries, building roads and
bridges, and getting money by taxation to make these things possible were
immediate needs.

Defining the boundaries was first considered at the Town Meeting of
Sept. 3, 1746, Capt. Henry Baldwin presiding as Moderator. '"Voted to
act on articles of the warrant and choose a committee in behalf of the town
viz. Joseph Hamblett, William Richardson, and Josiah Gage to join with a
committee from Nottingham West to divide the land according to the charter
and to settle the line as to the bounds between the towns. '"Voted to choose
Mr. James Ingalls, of Andover, a surveyor to assist the aforesaid
committee in said service."

"Voted that the aforesaid committee and surveyor shall plan this
town to find where the center of the land is. Joseph Colbura of Dracut,
and William Gregg of Windham, chainmen to assist aforesaid committee
in planning this town to find where the center of land is in this town, or
the most next convenient place.' Adjourned to the l1st. Monday in October,

The Town assembled and met on the aforesaid adjournment on Oct, 6,
1746, and further voted to raise a town rate for this present year- the sum
of one hundred pounds. Certain bills must be paid as Major Zacheus
Lovewell- the sum of thirty shillings, old tenor, for trouble in obtaining
the town charter.

The Center of Town Established - A report on Oct, 22, 1746,

"We have proceeded and measured and tested said town and have
found where the center of land is." '""Protracted by a scale of three hundred
poles in an inch which may move.'" OCn Oct. 27, 1746, "Voted to accept the
report of the surveyor and chainmen and committee to find where the center
of land is, '"and have found said center."

Also, '"wvoted to hire as much preaching this winter season as sixty
pounds of old tenor will hire, and to build a house for public worship of
God to be set in the center of town. - twenty-eight feet in length, and twenty-
four feet wide,"

The committee and surveyors presented the following report-
"Between Nottingham West and the town of Pelham we proceeded as follows:-
viz. We began at the Merrimack River and measured on the line between the
Provinces, two miles and eighty rods, then we made a heap of stones which
is the corner bound, between the towns in the land of Jeremiah Colburn;
Thence we proceeded by a point of compass, north twenty degrees east, by a
line of marked trees and a heap of stones to Londonderry line, to a heap of
stones- which is five miles and thirty-four poles.

Signed by James Ingalls, surveyor. Joseph Hamblett, William Richardson,
and Josiah Gage - Committee,



The Center of the town having been determined by survey, Capt.
Henry Baldwin was selected to apply to the General Assembly for the "Non
resident land tax lying in this town to enable them to support and maintain
the gospel among them.' A committee was selected- Capt. Henry Baldwin
Esq., William Richardson, Hezekiah Hamblet, Daniel Gage, and Amos
Richardson, to manage and carry on the work in building the meeting
house,

This building did not meet with general approval, and in 1748 the
town voted to buy the Nottingham West Meeting House of Mr, Mexrill, and
appointed a committee ''to manage in taking down said Meeting House to
Pelham, " at a work rate of twenty shillings a day, old tenor, '"Anyone
delinquent in the work of taking down said Meeting House and moving the
Meeting House, if warned shall pay twenty shillings old tenor to the Town
for each day." "Voted to raise one hundred and twenty pounds, old tenor,
to purchase the Meeting House of Mr. Merrill, on Nottingham West and
defray other charges that shall arise on that business."

The Rev., James Hobbs first preached in Pelham, ""by way of pro-
bation.' The town was content to make a choice with the last two gentle-
men who had preached, The Rev, James Hobbs was one of these. "Ata
town meeting the voters made their choice of Mr. James Hobbs to be
their gospel minister to carry on the work of the ministry in said town."
"Voted further to the said Mr, Hobbs for his encouragement by way of a
settlement the sum of seven hundred pounds, old tenor, and to grant to
Mr. Hobbs for yearly salary the sum of four hundred pounds, old tenor,"

A committee was appointed to apply to neighboring ministers for
advice and approbation in this Lmportant affair -~ settling and ordaining a
minister.

"The Rev., Mr, Hobbs accepted the offer as follows: Gentlemen-
whereas you have seen {it to give me an invitation to settle amongst you
as your minister, and have made your proposals to encourage and enable
me to settie and carry on the work of the ministry amongst you and have
confirmed the same as a legal vote; therefore upon the considerations of
those proposals and also when fulfilled are found insufficient to support
me in the guality becoming a minister of the gospel; that you will be
ready to contribute all needed support. I do accept your call."

James Hobbs
The salary discussed was interpreted on Aug. 22, 1751 in practi-
cal values - "Indian corn at eighteen shillings pr. bushel; Rye corn at
twenty-six shillings pr. bushel; Pork at two shillings per pound at the

time of slaughter; Beef at sixteen pence per pound likewise from the
slaughter to be reconed all according to old tenor, "

Evidently the Rev. James Hobbs lived at the home of Amos Gage
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following his ordination, as on March 25, 1752, the Town '"voted to Amos
Gage, for keeping Mr. Hobbs, two pounds old tenor a week, and to William
Elliot a dinner for Mr. Hobbs upon the Sabath. !

The Town Record does not describe the ordination, but early Church
records do, with visiting ministers officiating. There were ten members,
but the whole populace attended.

The young minister, Rev. James Hobbs, was twenty-five years of age,
a native of Hampton, N,H., a descendant of Morris Hobbs, one of the early
settlers of that town. He was a graduate of Harvard College, class of 1743,
Harvard College was founded in 1636, under the auspices of the Congrega-
tional Church.

He returned to Kingston where he had studied with Rev. Stephen
Bachelder. There hebecame attracted to the daughter of the pastor,
Elisabeth. Soon after his ordination, church records report the bans,

""The Rev. Mr, James Hobbs and Miss Elisabeth Bachelder published in
Peiham Dec. ye 23th, 1751." Elisabeth Bachelder Hobbs became the first
woman rmember of the church. Records dated April ye 8th, 1753~ Yadmitted
to the full communion of this church, Elisabeth, wife of James Hobbs,
pastor of the church in this place,"

Shortly after the ordination, Dec. 2, 1751, the town voted to pur-
chase a certain tract of land in said town for the Rev., Mr. James Hobbs.
The site of the first parsonage was the triangular piece of land between
the present Marsh and Lowell Reoads to the cross road., He built a sub-
stantial Colonial house, with the aid of the men of the town. Hand hewn
beams, a huge brick fireplace and oven and a brick chimney, with large
square rooms opening into a small front entry, from which a winding stair-
way led to the chambers above on the second floor. The "Cross and Bible"
front door opened with an iron latch, into the orchard. The floors were of
wide pine boards, walls wainscotted in knotted pine, with a corner cupboard
in the best room, for Elisabeth's china.

Conflicting motions, votes and reports leave the reader in doubt as
to the place used for the ordination. Although work had been done as
boarded, shingled etc,, on the first meeting house. Oct. 2, 1751 "voted
to fetch the meeting house which the town purchased from Mr. Merrill, to
set it up in Pelham." '""They voted likewise not to set up or rebuild said
meeting house in the last place where the town voted to put the meeting
house, but to set up or rebuild the meeting house on the two acres of land
which Mr. Forguson agreed with said town to set a meeting house upon. "
"Again the town met on said adjournment (Oct. 16, 1751) and voted to
board and shingle above said meeting house with convenient speed. ' At
any rate the ordination took place, the town furnished liquor for the
occasion. The bill submitted on March 25, 1752 reads ''voted Henry
Baldwin thirteen pounds old tenor for finding liquor for the ordination.
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Work continued on the new Meeting House for in 1752, '"Voted to allow
pews or pew grounds so called, in the Public Meeting House in said town on
the lower {loor and voted also to have fourteen, from the wall., Voted to
grant the above said Pew Grounds to thirteen of the highest payers, being
freeholders or inhabitants of said town, viz., they have paid the most money
since the town was first settied by a charter; providing they built the town a
good handsome and decent Pulpit, and a canopy over it, also a Deacon’s seat
in said meeting house and the thirteen men do oblige themselves and families
to sit in said pews and to take them for their seats until they are filled, and
if they are not inclined to take said pews aforesaid, then the next highest i
court to take their place in said affair.’” '"Voted likewise further at said
meeting to grant four persons more in the two hind seats on the lower floor
of said meeting house, men and women side to four more of the highest
payers according to the above said vote, Provided they will make three
doors to said meeting house and hang them with good iron hinges and latches
decently, and be double doors made of good boards, "

The following year voted to purchase a box of glass in order to glaze
the Meeting House but, this was not completed until 1758 when one hun-
dred pounds old tenor toward furnishing glazing was appropriated, These
church geers must have been enured to cold without the proper windows
or heat. The little footstoves were a little help, but, sitting through long
sermons during New England winters showed real endurance.

After serving as minister for fourteen years the minister fell sick
and died on June 5, 1765, leaving his wife and four children, * to the tender
mercies of the parish. The town voted to bury their minister, appropri-
ating twenty pounds stexrling money of Great Britian, and appointed a
commutiee to sce that the Rev. James Hobbs was decently buried. The
next year a grave stone was provided. This stone found against the wall,
years later in the Atwood Cemetary, and is now a tablet in the present
Congregationat Church, placed there at the one- hundred fiftieth Anniver-
sary of the church., Another grave stone had been placed on the first
ministers let which is standing there today.

Mr. Amos Moody, who had substituted during the ministers illness,
was chosen as the next pastor, Sept. 3, 1765. The Meeting "made a
choice of Mr. Amos Moody for their minister to carry on the work of the
ministry amongst them." Voted to Mr. Moody for his settlement twenty
pounds sterling money of (Great Britian, in Oct, 14, 1765 five pounds of
money of Great Britian by way of addition to Mr. Moody,

The Ordination took place on Nov, 20, 1765. Jonathan Stickney,

Eben Jaques, William Elliot, Uriah Abbot, and James Gibson were chosen
"A committee to take care of the meeting house the day of the ordination-

* Four children - two sons, James & Nathan - Two daughters Mary &
Sarah - an infant died,
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to see that the doors be sheathed while the council was ready to reign."

Church records state that Rev. Mr. Moody went to live in the parson-
age occupied by the widow Elisabeth Hobbs and her family. Three years
later he married her and brought his orphaned niece to be a daughter in the
home, Evidently the Rev. James Hobbs' settlement and salary due him was
paid to his widow for the Account Book of 1765 shows receipt, "The sum of
ninety-six pounds old tenor, on account of the salary of my late husband,
James Hobbs, deceased the year of 1765. I say received by me.

Elisabeth Hobbs "

Again on Jan, 7, 1766- Received of Mr. John Furguson, Treasurer
the sum of sixty-three pounds tenor, of an order upon him from the town.

Again on March 3, 1766- "Received from John Furguson, in order,
the sum of one-thousand two hundred and thirty-seven pounds---shillings
and nine pen pence old tenor. I say received by me, Elisabath Hobbs, "

June 20, 1765 "Received of Selectmen the sum of twenty~-six pounds
eighteen shillings, old tenor by order of Elisabeth Hobbs and alsc paid
the same, ' Signed by the Selectmen- John Furguson, Nehemiah Jaques,
and John Gage. This seems to end the dealings with the widow except for
an entry on Nov. 15, 1768- ""Received forty pounds old tenor on account
of what was due Mr. Hobbs' estate per. me." A, Moody. Thus, the
community fulfilled their obligation as to ''Settlement and Salary' to the
family of their first minister, The town also assumed the funeral ex-
penses as another item indicates- "Received of Deacon Amos Gage,
Treasurer, four shillings, lawful money, for making the Rev, Mr.
Hobbs' coffin.' 'I say received by me.'" Joseph Wilson.

1t

The Rev., Mr. Moody was a good business man and kept careful
account of salary received, amount due each year as - March 6, 1769,
"Received in full from the town what was due to me from them for preach-
ing before settlement and for my settlement and first year salary ending
in November the 20th, 1766, and also thirty-two pounds fourteen shillings
and eleven pence lawful money toward the next year. To me.' A, Moody.

So days and years passed with notations of payments and failure to
pay entire salary, until in March 6, 1780 "voted to choose three men as a
committee viz. Lt.- Nevens, Mark Gould, Major Coburn to agree with
Mr. Moody and make report." '"The Selectmen were directed to examine
and see where the money is that the town is so much behind with Mr,
Moody - to see how he will settle with the town for what is behind, " "It
was then voted to make up Mr. Moody's salary for the time back four-
hundred and fifty pounds a year. Evidently the towns men feit poor for
in 1781 they voted '""not to raise money for highways or schools" (pg 75
T.R.), and in 1782 not to allow Mr. Moody any salary for the ensuing
year, but three days later voted to choose a collector to gather Mr.
Moody's rates,

When Mr. Moody was first approached by the committee he offered
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to resign the desk, but this was not considered, as the Congregational
Council had 2 different procedure, which was that no minister could resign
but must first be dismissed. September 23, 1782 "'voted to disolve Rev,
Mr, Moody's contract and on Ccet. 7, 1782 voted not to accept of Mr.
Moeody's first proposal that he sent in writing, and to make trial and later
tuok names in writing who is for Mr. Moody's staying as their minister
and who is not, " In April, 1783 voted to excuse those of their minister's
rates who hath or shall sign their names against Rev, Mr. Moody.
Finally a meeting was called Sept. 16, 1786 to act on the matfer ae
the Generzl Court decreed.  Seventeen Signatures are inscribed {pg 116
(Vel, 1Y with dates of signing., In January 1785 the town voied to settle
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sirict, laler known as the Nathan Hobbs Place. Nathaznowas one of his
23 Fe outlived his wife Elizabeth, who departed this life one day,
Feb, 21, 1819 at ninety years of age.

A funeral sermon preached by Rev, John Hubbard Church, reveals

EY

“Town Records show that Amos Moody was elected Representative in 1789,
1793, 1794, 1795, 1796, 17938, & 1804. Some counti more times.
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the religious belief at that time, as he counselled each member of the
family to be ready for the "great change', He eulogized Elisabeth for
her good works and Christian life, pictured the companionship that had
been his in this community. This sermon is preserved with his finest
sermons in the files of the church society. He wrote an original sort of
shorthand which has been transcribed by this author, His History of
The Beginning of New England is an excellent report of the Pilgrims and
the history of the eariy church,

Dissension continuzd among the newcomers, as they represented
different faiths. The major dissatisfaction seemed to be the "Ministry
Tax, " use of the Meeting House, and conflict of personalities, which con-
tinued until Dr, John Hubbard Church came as a settled minister.

The townspeople sought a new minister. Candidates applied and the
people listened. OCn July 4, 1793 "voted to give Mr, Eli Simith a call to
settle with them in the ministry by a majority of seven votes.' This
agreement went as far as an attempt to ordain Mr, Smith, but resulted
in a violent quarrel, referred to as "frustration day" by the people
zealous for Mr. Smith. Romance daveloped however, and the rejected
Mr, Smith took as his bride Hannah Hardy, daughter of a prominant and
well to do citizen, Daniel Hardy.

Mr. Smith became a professor in the Bangor Theological Seminary.
Upon his death Mrs., Smith married Gen. Samuel Richardson of this town,
bringing with her a generous dowry, In those days a women's property
became her husband's upon marriage. The site of the Congregational
Church, adjacent to their house, was given to the church by Gen,
Richardson. She gave the Communion set now at the New Hampshire
Historical Society,

Some years later April 27, 1797, "Voted to zive Mr. Samuel
Worcester a call to settle in the work of the gospel ministry." A settle-
ment of $1000, with security given to return said $1000 should he resign.
"Voted to give Mr, Worcester annually, three-~hundred and forty dollars
while he shall remain our minister.'" Mr, Worcester evidently did not
accept this offer for there is no further reference to him in the record.

Protest against supporting a minister of another faith by public
taxation had been registered and recorded as early as the pastorate of
the Rev, James Hobbs, Protest was made by a citizen enrolled as a
Baptist in a Boston Church. Such cases were considered and relieved
of the minister's tax, Separation of Church and State was a problem that
was assured in the Charter of early towns by the Provincial government.
The General Court had passed an act, Jan., 4, 1787 recommending that
a parish be formed of individuals rather than territory. A group in
Pelham decided to form such a parish called a "Poll Parish. "

Poll Parish - a parish of dissenters, is a parish of individuals
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rather than territory. Services were conducted in a building on land now
occupied by the parsonage, later moved. Seventeen men signed under the
following - Agreeable to an act passed in General Court Jan., 4, 1787, the
subscribers have decided to join a new parish in Pelham: James Gibson,
Jesse Tenney, Benjamin Butler, John Hall, Ezra Wyman, Jesse Wilson,
Timothy Clark, David Nevens, Moses Titcomb, John Titcomb, Isaac
Marshall, Bill Butler, Aaron Wyman, Stephen Hall, John Wyman, Samuel
Butler, and William Gage. Many of these signatures were dated.

First Recorded Objection To Paying Minister's Rates
To the Selectmen and others of the town of Pelham.

Gentlemen:

When you have an article in your warrant to raise money for the
town, in order to repay charges that may or doth arise by any that re-
fuse to pay rates to your minister, I utterly object against any rates to
support of a Congregational Church, all because I am of the Baptist
persuasion in full Communion with the Baptist Church of Christ in
Boston, near this twenty years. Therefore utterly refuse to pay auny
rate that may be passed on me to support any other profession,

per me Eben Richardson
March 7, 1763

"Voted not to join with Nottingham West in carrying on lawsuit with
those persons refusing to pay to the minister in said towns. Voted for
town toc order the constable to make (Distress) on those persons that
refuse to pay minister rates in this town."

pg. 39 Vol. 1,
June 16, 1781 - pg, 116 Vol. 1.

"Aprecable to an act passed in General Court, Jan., 4, 1787 we the
subscribers have a desire to join the new Parish in Pelham.

March 1787

""Voted that Selectmen shall be impowered to discharge all that can

make it appear that they are of a different persuasion from Congregation-
alists at or before first day of May next. Voted to discharge Josiah
Wyman of all his taxes 1784 excepting State and County, "

"The Selectmen were impowered to discharge all that can make
it appear that they are of a different persuasion from Congregationalists
at or before the first day of May next," While the collectors gathered
the "'rates'' the minister's tax was kept in a different account and only
Congregationalists paid to the minister's tax for the Congregational
minister. Such a list kept in a carefully homemade booklet proves this.
"Tithing Man' was not a popular office as records in the 1800's show
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with the refusal or withdrawal from nomination to this office,

The selection of Dr, Joha Hubbard Church restored harmony. He
came with the backing of William M. Richardson, afterwards Chief Justice
of New Hampshire, who was a college classmate, at Harvard in the class
of 1797, ‘

Dr. John Hubbard Church wasa scholarly man, with an engaging
personality, He was interested in everyons in the town, and constantly
working to '"save souls'. His philosophy was of love and forgiveness and
preparation for the future life, He succeeded in uniting the parish.

A recognized leader in New England church affairs, he was hoaored
with an A. M. degree from Dartmouth College in 1813 and a D.D. from
Williams in 1823, He was Trustee of Pinkerton Academy in Derry; of
Dartmouth College from 1820 until death; of Philips Academy at Andover
Theological School where he was considered a high authority in Theo-
logical discussions.

An able speaker and writer, many of his addresses and sermons
were printed and widely distribated., "The Settlement of New England"
is historically valuable. A sermon before the Female Heathen Society,
of Dracut, gives an idea of the interest and suppori of missions given by
the early church, Dr. Church was an official in the New Hampshire
Missionary Society.

Differences were forgotten and the Town Meeting of Aug., 27, 1798
"'voted to concur with the church in giving Mr. Joha Church a call to
settle in this town in the work of the Gospel Ministry." '"Voted to give
Mr., John Church as a settlement, within one week of the time of his
ordination five hundred dollars, and the said sum of money be paid him
out of the money, due to the town for the parsonage land sold some time
ago.'" '"Voted to give Mr. John Church as salary Three-huadred-thirty-
three dollars, thirty-three cents and one-third of a cent ($333.33 1/3)
annually, so long as he shall supply the desk, with this qualification of
the last clause (viz) that he relinquish no part of his salary, though he
should be sick and unable to supply the desk for six moaths, at any one
time; that should he be unable through sicknsss to supply the desk longer
than six months at any one time, ths salary cease, till he does supply
the desk.

Dr. Church built and occupied the colonial house on Nashua Road.
It was spacious, with huge fireplaces and ovens, hand hewn beams, and
hand hewn clap-boards. His property extended along that road around
the curve and east to the famous blueberry swamp, known as the Church
Lot. Several homes, of Hobbs, Boutwell, Proveacal, and a development
known as Greenwood Terrace, now occupy what was once his wood land,
garden and pasture, The present occupants have completely rebuilt the
house, making it into & modern two apartment house.
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Work continued on the Meeting House with an effort to make the place
more attractive, and possibly more comfortable, for the beloved pastor, as
the Town Meeting of March 5, 1797 "voted to purchase a cushion for the
pulpit, a curtain for the pulpit window, to build a cupboard in the lower part
of the pulpit ani to lay some gravel by the underpinaing of the Meeting House."
These purchases were to be taken out of the "funded' money and Capt. John
Furgeson, Deacon Benjamin Barker, and Mr., Moses Whiting were a committee
to do what they think proper with respect to conveniences.” In 1804 - "voted
to paint the Meetinz House' and in 1805, 'to shingle the foreside of the Meet-
ing House and pain® the roof, ' but the town fatled to approve the Article 2 ''to
see if the town will vote to build a belfry and steeple to the east end of said
Meeting House in said town. "

Funds for improving the building were raised by the purchase of pews.
In Dec, 1795 - "voted that the purchase of pews be put in the Town Book of
such & number to such a man or men te kim and his heirs forever," The
First Floor lists 1 to 42 purchased for varicus sums between $40.00 and
$60, 00, several of these were shared by two families, The Gallery con-
tained 27 pews purchased for between $26.00 and $43. 00, ten of them
occupled by two families. Today older citizens recognize family names,
seventy-six of therm, but find few of the same families today, Atwood,
Hobbs, Hardy, Lyons, Sherburne, Spaulding, Carliton, Tallant, and
Smith. A few retura for special occasions such as Marsh, Cutter, etc.

The sale of pews brought in almost $3000.00. Sometimes the pew
was unot left to the heirs and assigns forever, buf was transfered by deed
to another owner, in consideration of a definite sum, duly signed and
witnessed and in some cases copied in the records.

As years passed the church membership increased as did the number
of Baptists and Methodists, Throughout his pastorate Dr. Church received
the same salary of $333.33 1/3, voted in town meeting, but collected from
the Congregationalists only. His influence was felt in school, community
activities, and moral uplift. All looked to him for leadership and cultural
growth., His wide associations in New Fngland made him a first citizen.
Dr. Church was buried in Atwood Cemetery.

RECORD OF THE PEWS
TOWN RECORD - VOL., 1 - PAGE 202

Dec. 8, 1795 - "Voted that the purchasers of the Pews be put in the
Town Book of such a Number to such a man or men, to him and his heirs
forever."

Voted - That for and in consideration of the sum of money here after
mentioned, well and truly paid to the Town of Pelham, by the persons here
after named. The receipt whereof the Inhabitants of said town grant, bargain,
sell and convey unto them the said persons hereafter named and to their heirs

17



and assigns forever, the following Pews in the Meeting House in said Pelham.
(viz)

1 « on the Lower Floor for the sum of Sixty-one Dollars is sold to Ens,

Benjamin Barkerand to his heirs and assigns forever $61.00
2 - Capt, John Ferguson and heirs forever $61.50
3 - James Hobbs & Jonathan Gilmore and heirs forever ? (equally)
4 - Capt, Asa Richardson " " " $52.00
5 - Lieut. Ezra Ralph Marsh " " " $46.00
6 - James Richardson " " 1" $49. 00
7 - Daniel Butler ‘ " " " $45. 00
8 - Isaac Gage ‘ " " " $44.50
9 - Caleb Butler n " " $45, 00
10 - Lt. Daniel Richardson H " " $47.00
11 - Lt. Williamm Wyman ' " " $46.00
12 - Ebinezer Palmer & John Cutter n " " $46.00 {equally)
13 - Benjamin Coburn " " " $45. 00
14 - Roger Coburn & Jonathan Lyon 1" " " $45.00 (equally)
15 - Jacob Butler " " 1" $44.50
16 - Deac., Barnabas Gibson r " " $46. 00
17 - Capt. Jonathan Gage " " " $48. 00
18 - Lt, John Bradford & Asa Stickney " 1" " $45,.00 (equally)
19 - Benjamin Hamblet " " H $48. 00
20 ~ Capt. Thomas Spofford " " " $43.50
21 - Abijel Barker n n " $49., 00
22 - Nathan Hobbs g d " $46. 00
23 - Capt. Nathan Butler & Jonathan Butler " " $46,.00 (equally)
24 - James Gibson Esq. " " " $46.50
25 - Jedidiah Hardy & Jedidiah Hardy, Jr. " " $45.00
26 - Capt, Jesse Smith " " " $46.50
27 - Capt., Jesse Wilson " " " $45. 00
28 - Deac. Daniel Barker " " " $49. 00
29 - (Samuel Barker & Sarnuel Barker Jr.)
29 - Ebeneza Barker " " " $49.50
30 - Nemiah Butler & James Hall " z " $52, 00 {equally)
31 - Nathaniel & Henry Gage I " " $47.00
32 - Amos Moody " " " $48. 00
33 - Joseph Pearson & Aaron Grosvener ' " $45.00 {equally)
34 - Daniel Atwood " " " $46.50
35 - Joshua Atwood " " n $46. 00
36 - Daniel Gage " " " $46.00
37 - Josiah Gage Esq. " " " $46.50
38 - Moses Whiting " " " $48. 50
39 -~ Enoch Howard " " " $45, 00
40 - James Ferguson " H " $50. 00
41 - Lot Spaulding & Daniel Wyman " " " $46. 00
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Gallery

! - Jonathan Butler $32, 50
2 - Aaroa Wyman $26.09
3 - Joshua Hamblet $37.00
4 - John Nevens & Lot Spaulding $27.590
5 - Jam=s Richardson & Isaac Carlton $37.50
6 - Edward Wyman $32.50
7 - David Atwood $37.00
8 - Samue=l Davis $39.50
9 - Charles Hardy $33,00
10 - Benjamin Hamblet & Jam=s Ferguson ' $36.50
1l - David Sawyer & Moses Sawyer $40.00
12 - Abel Butrick & Jonathan Stickney $37.00
13 - Andrew Tallan® $34, 50
14 - Josiah Gage $33.00
15 ~ William Sherburas $38.50
16 - James Richardson $25. 00
17 - Joszoph Baldwin & Isaac Hall $32. 00
18 - Isaac Hall $25.00
19 - Capt., Jesse Smith $20,C0
20 - Eben=zzer Ellingwood $36.00
21 - Ezra Wyman & Paul Atwood $34. 00
22 - Esgq. Abe! Gage $33.50
23 - James Hobbs - Jonathan Gilmore - E. Ellingwood $38.50
24 - Solomon Barker & Jonathan Ferguson $41.00
25 - Edmand Tenny & Jacob Marsh $43,50
25 - Seth Cutter $33.59

Each sale includes “for his a21 his heirs and assigas forever."

This list includes a large part of the inhabitants of Pelham in
1795, It is the most comprehensive list available., Even today a
complete list of inhabitants is not kept in the town. The census taken
every ten years by the federal goverament is not available to the
citizens. Its accuracy is oftein questioned as census takers, not
aware of people living in the town or unfamiliar with the geography of
the town, often skip whole sections of a town or city,

Each name in the list of pew owners represents a family., Eighty-
seven such names are listed, but several owned more than one pew.
Thirty-two owned one-half or one-third of a pew,.

This plan was a method of financing the building or restoration
of a church. This plan continued until the 1900's when the church teok
over and {ree seating allowed. The Family Pew was an institution and
continued for many years,

People interested in early residents of Pelham find many familiar
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names, Town Clerk, Selectmen, mail carriers should be employed to
supervise such lists. Check lists contain lists of voters but, in spite of
politicians many are not included, and those under voting age are ieft out.
City directories are quite complete but smaller places do not list every
member of a family. The early Family Records are valuable and should
be continued.

About $3000.00 was raised by this method and paid for the church
building and renovation, As vartious religious groups came to live in
Pelham, the Congregational Church at the center was built, and the
Gage Hill Church built by the Baptists at about the same time., The
Meeting House was remodeled into the Town Hall and used for town and
social events through the generosity of General Richardson. This sub-
stantial building burned in 1906. Several years later the town bought the
Pilgrim Hall, recently remodeled for offices and an upstairs hall.
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PELHAM DURING THE REVOLUTION

The Town Records do a0t devote many pages to the Revolution. In
fact, only when issues required definite action by vote of the town meeting
was the vote recorded, Committees appointed, reporis and discussion
with instructioas to delegates working to support the Revolution. or plan
for the new form of gaverament were also included in the records,

The charter granted in 1745 "to the loyal subjects of the King, "
granting them the privileges of free men, was not enough for these hardy
pioneers, They brought with them the seeds of discontent that plagued
the Massachusetts Colony; believing that trade could be expanded under
their own mazaagemet; that the exacting and sometimes cruzl laws
governing them were too severe for this new country; "that taxation
without representation was tyranny;"” resenting the mark placed on

white pine trees, reserving them for the kinz's navy, when thzse Yankees
had better use for them in their own shipping.

Mew Hampshire men, especially in towns bordering Massachusetts
were in constant contact with Boston and other coastal towns and cities.
They went to them {or supplies, tools, and tea and spices from the QOrient,
As esarly as 1747 notices for non-residents holding land in Pelham, re-
garding rates and tax due to be used for the support of church and school,
were advertised in Bostoa papers. Reading material fouad its way across
the border. A few prosperous men sent their sons to Harvard College,
The clergy, Rev. James Hobbs and Rev, Amos Moody were Harvard
graduates, Dr, John Mussey and Dr. Aaron Grosvener not only attended
the sick, but served on commmnittees to discuss plans regarding public
affairs, especially to instruct delegates attending conventions.

The population had grown rapidly from the first five settlers in
1720-21 to 684 recorded in the 1773 census, taken by order of the Com-
mittee of Public Safety at Exeter. Provincial Papers Vol. 11, give the
number of inhabitants in 1775 as 747, An increase of 65 in two years,

There was much moving about at this timme from Massachusetts to
New Hampshire and from town to town in New Hampshire. In an attemnpt
to exclude any person who might become a town charge, the constables
were required to issue warnings to all newcomers to leave town., Threse
names are recorded. They came from Methuen, Dracut, Rowley,
Newburyport, Andover, Nottingham, Chelmsford, Dunstable, Salem,
Windham, Glocester, Holderness, Cornish, and Alstead to take up land,
In spite of being "warned out of town' manyremained and became good
and leading citizens.

These newcomers knew what was going on in other places. Many
had been members of the Militia and engaged in Indian Warfare, as their

military rank of Lieutenant, Captain, etc. indicated, They had been
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called on to protect the settlers in frontier towns and to drive out marauding
Indians.

James Gibson's name figures as a leader in the early days of the
Revolution. Journeying from Gibson Hill to Exeter, about forty miles on
horseback, Vol. X of Provincial Papers gives the following citation.

(pg. 29) "Pelham -~ James Gibson Esq. of Pelham, was a member of the

Fifth Provincial Congress, in Exeter, in Dec. 1775; Representative in

1776; one of the committee to go to Boston to obtain information in order

to fix on a method of raising an army. Representative in 1777, on committee,
Justice of the Peace; Representative in 1778,"

Events moved rapidly requiring the immediate action of every town.
A Town Meeting, Jan., 8, 1775 with James Gibson Moderator - "voted to
send Aaron Wyman, Deputy, to meet at Exeter, on the 25th of January
instant, to choose delegates for this Province to meet the Continental
Congress at Philadelphia, on the 10th day of May, next, in choosing a
body to charge a comimittee to proportion the sum each town ought to pay
toward sending said delegate."

The Town Meeting records include votes to pay soldiers; expenses
of delegates to Exeter and later to Concord, sent to represent the town
in planning for state and Continental Congress; providing a quota of beef
for the army; appointing a2 committee to work out an ''enverage'’, that
each individual might pay his just share of the war,

No list of soldiers is included. That was kept by officers of the
Continental Army. The list on the marble tablets in the Memorial Room
of the Library was made by Moody Hobbs, authority on the history of the
town, as Justice, State Senator, Representative of the town, School
Supervisor, Surveyor, with a gift for keeping records, made in the
1800's, and carefully checked by his son.

The Continental Army required a certain number of three year
men. Many joined a campaign or many campaigns for several months.
Pay for such campaigns is listed on page 74 of the Town Records, with
the bushels of corn or its equivalent in "lawful money" to be paid. As
there was little '"lawful money' available, corn was most acceptable to
feed the family.

Soldiers from Pelham who went to Winterhill, the easterly hill
sloping toward the Charles River, one of the cluster of hills (Breeds,
Bunker, & Winter) where the so-called Battle of Bunker Hill was fought-
8 months~ 2 bushels of corn per month; Portsmouth for 1 mo. 1 bushel
of corn; Ticonderoga for 5 months- 2 bushels of corn per mo.; York for
2 and 3 month men- one bushel corn per man; Bennington 2 and 3 month
men- 4 bushels of corn per month; Rhode Island- 6 month men=- 2 bushels
of corn per month., Each was promised lawful money value, but accepted
the corn gratefully,
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There were '"29 males in the army'" stated in Sept. 12, 1775 report
to the Congress at Exeter. Thomas Spofford was one of those men who
went to the defense of Concord, and doubtless others of the twenty-nine
were also '"Minute Men, ' summoned by the scouts at that time. Armed
with muskets and powder horns; dressed in home spun with leather
boots; corn bread and dried rneat to sustain them; they rode or tramped
the twenty miles to Concord, to join other Minute Men. Trained in
Indian warfare, hiding behind trees and stonewalls, they picked off the
British Regulars in their bright uniforms and completely routed them.
{April 19th, 1775)

Sixteen year old boys joined in these expeditions. The story is
told of a Gage youth among the Pelham men in Arnold's march* to Quebec,
in September of 1775, The route wase through Maine forests along the
Kennebec River, One of the men fell sick, The lad was detailed to re-
main and care for him. He built a shelter of hemlock boughs against a
great log, and kept a fire burning all night to keep away the wild beasts,
whose eyes he could sce glowing in the darkness. The man died. The
boy covered ite body with branches of trees, then pressed on overtaking
the army before Quebec. Such was the dauntless spirit of pioneer youth!

EXPEDITION TO QUEBEC

Many went on this expedition among them were William Johnson,
and Nathaniel Marten,

The New Hampshire troops at Quebec-

August 1775 - Washington conceived the idea of sending a force to attempt
the capture of Quebec. The route was up the Kennebec River to Canada,
to the Chaudiere River, which is four miles above Quebec, under the
command of Benedict Arnold. They sailed from Newberryport up the
Kennebec landing on the site of Augusta, Here they formed four divisions.
lLieut, Col. Enos returned to Cambridge., The remainder pressed on
through out the swamp and the forests,

Pelham men went to Ticonderoga for five months or possibly
longer, long enough to cross the New Hampshire Grant and surprise the
fort on May 10th under Ethan Allen, and capture the cannon which was
hauled to Boston the following year, on sleds pulled by oxen over rough
country, to be set up on Dorchester Heights,compeliing the British to
abandon the seige of Boston, on March 5, 1776, '

Eighteen men were enlisted to follow General John Stark to
Bennington. This was a New Hampshire expedition, financed by John

Langdon, Speaker of the General Court. Captain Jesse Wilson led the

* Also Seth Warner
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Pelham men. Stark's two thousand men, 1467 of whom were New Hamp-
shire men, defeated Burgoyne's forces in two engagements on August 16,
1776. The musket used by Captain Jesse Wilson was presented to the
Town Library by Sarah and Samantha Wilson, Island Pond Road, direct

descendants of Captain Wilson,

New Hampshire soldiers in Battle of Bennington- by Gilman- list the

following men from Pelham:

Barker, Benjamin Corpl. J. Wilson's Co.

Barker, Richard P
Coburn, Edward P
Cole, Eliphalet P, " "
Ferguson, John P
P

Gage, Phinehas . Ford's Co.

1"

"o

1!

It

{also Bunker Hill)

Gage, David Sargt. Wilson's Co.

Hamblet, Phinehas P

Hardy, Edmond P " "
Johnson, Amos P. " "
Tarbox, Jobn P

Whiting, Nathan P

Wilson, Jesse Capt. Capt. n " "

Wyman, Jesse P. ' " "
Wyman, Livi P. " " "
Lowe, David P. Died Dec. 1780
Wyman, Abel P. Died Sept. 11,
Gutterson, Josiah P. '

BENNINGTON TROOPS * 1777

State Papers - New Hampshire - Hammond - Vol. XV, Vol.

1"

(also Bunker Hill)

J. Wilsen's Co.

1781

2, page 139-140

In consequence of the evacuation of Ticondercga by Americans, and
the southerly movements of the British force under Burgoyne threatening
the subjugation of New England, the committee of safety of this state
decided on the 14th day of July, to call the legislature together for con-
sultation, and accordingly sent notices to the members requesting them to

meet on the 17th day of that month.

The State was at that time destitute of money and means, and had
done all that the citizens could do in the way of furnishing troops; but the
alternative was before them, of insisting to check the advance of Burgoyne's
Army by sending a force to Vermont, or having the battle-field of the

future transferred to their own territory.

They decided to recommend dividing into two brigades. The lst.
Regiment portion of the State under Brig. - General William Whipple and
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the 2nd. Western portion of State under command of Brig. - General
John Stark. Vermonot asked for assistance,

John Langdon's Offer - The patriotic John Langdon arose and said,
"I have one thousand dollars in hard money. I will pledge my plate forx
three thousand more. 1 have seventy hogsheads of Tobago Rum which I
will sell for the most it will bring. They are at the service of the State.
I We succeed in defending our fireside and cur homes, I may be remuner-
ated. If we do not, then the property will be of no value to me. Our
friend Stark, who so nobly maintained the honor of our state at Bunker
Hill may safely be entrusted with the honor of the enterprise, and we
will check the progress of Burgoyne, "

This offer received with enthusiasm and the Legislature voled one-
fourth of Stark's brigade, one-fourth of Thornton's Radgers, and Web-
sters regiments, of Gen., Whipple's Brigade be drafted and marched to
defense 4;};7 the state, Force under the command of Gen. Stark,

mted with the understanding that he exercise own judgement.
Stark led 500 men to Manchaster, Vi, Reinforced by the Green ML, Boys,
Battle 16th, encouraged and led to the surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga.

SUPPORT TO THE CONTINENTAL ARMY - MEN AND MONEY

Raising men and money to support the Revolution, as well as
participating in plans for the new government required many town meetings
which were called as needed, cominittees appointed to study plans
suggested, and to instruct representatives.

Various plans for raising money were discussed, one - 'voted July
' Five
men were appointed as a committee to make up an "Enverage' and lay it
before the town., Also, at the same meeting, "voted to leave it with the
Selectmen to provide the guota of beef required by law for the Continental
Army, "

5, 1781 ~ to make an Enverage in P, Town for the expense of war.’

The town was evidently responsible for furnishing soldiers and pay-
ing them in "lawful money' or its equivalent in corn, etc., the valuation
being made by a committee,

April 1, 1777 - "Voted fo pay the men that shall enlist in the Con-
tinental Army for term of three years by a rate - twenty pounds lawful
money per man that shall enlist." "Voted 3 committee that assist the
Selectmen in proportioning what each person shall pay toward defraying
the charge of raising the soldiers for the Continental Army." "Voted to
anex Ten Pounds to the above. '
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June 1777 - ""Voted that each man who has served as a soldier in
Defense of the United States of America shall be allowed sixteen shillings
and eight pence each month and that Christopher Williams was chosen to
gather the war rates.' ''Families of soldiers must be considered by an
act of the Court for that purpose. "

Feb. 2, 1778 - '""Voted to choose a committee to provide for the
families of such soldiers as are in the Continental Army." Lieut. John
Bradford, Aaron Wyman, Capt. Asa Richardson were chosen. "Voted to
affix how much shall be allowed to those who have served as soldiers in
the several campaigns. "

Dec. 8, 1777 - ""Voted to pay Samuel Davis four dollars in lieu of
a Counterfeit Bill which he received of the town for his services in the
war, "

Dec. 18, 1777 - "Voted to pay Asa Knowlton fifty dollars for his
services three years in the war.,"

March 15, 1777 - "Voted to allow Daniel Gage and Simeon Hardy
for their services in the Continental Army. "

Dec. 15, 1777 - "Voted to pay a rate and everyone to pay according
. to their estates of what has been done in the services - 16 shillings and 8
pence a month. "

June 1777 - "That persons who were in the service two months at
Winterhill being present agreed to take but twelve shillings per month, "

Feb. 4, 1782 - '""Voted not to accept accounts that the committee
brought in of Services out of the State.'' Six different men are named
Lt. Bradford, Edward Coburn, James Farmer, Joshua Atwood, Edmund
Hall, Joseph Baldwin. Evidently town people expected the Continental
Army to assume this expense,

A copy of William Hardy's discharge from the service of the
United States, on the last page of the Town Records Vol. 1, signed by
General Washington, as follows: ’

His Excellency General Washington, Commander in
Chief of the Armies of the United States,

William Hardy, scldier in the Fifth Regiment of New
Hampshire, having been certified by a Board of Offi-
cers appointed for the examination of the Invalids of

the army unfit for any further duty either in the field
or garrison, on account of a rupture, is hereby dis-

charged from the service of the United States,
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Given under my hand at Headguarters Newborough this
third day of January 1783. By His Excellency’s Command.

G. Washington

{The above is a copy of William Hardy's discharge from the service of the

United States. ) Attest - Daniel Barker

Town Clerk

The signature of Gen. Washington was cleverly copied and looks
like an original, we have seen in books and papers, but it was misspelled
proving it was a copy. William Hardy served as Town Clerk many times.
His disability was a handicap and his name appears in records as being
exempt from taxation on rmany occasions,

CAPTAIN THOMAS SPOFFOCRD

Captain Thomas Spofford came to Pelham about 1770 or 1771 and
made a home on the farm which he occupied until his death, which
occured on the Z3rd of May 1833, He married Esther Pearl of Rowley,

which was his own native town,

He served as Ensign at Winter Hill in Capt. Waldron's Co. of
Militia in 1775 - 1776. {(Rev. War Rolls {(Hammond) Vol. 1, page 476.)

Later he enlisted in Capt. Amos Gage's Co. of Volunteers which
marched from Pelharm on Sept., 29, 1777 and joined the Northern Conti-
nental Army at Saratoga. They were mustered out in Oct., 29, 1777
having served one month. {(War Rolls Hammond Vel. 2, page 358)

Captain Thomas Spoiford went to Winter Hill in Dec, 1775 to serve
as Fnsign in Capt. J., Waldron®s Co. of Militia to serve six weeks., At
the end of that time a Reg. was formed of the 21 Co. 's of six weeks men
to serve till April 1. On March 6, 1776 be was stationed at Temples
Farmm in Brig. Gen. Sullivan’s Brigade of the Continental Army. (See
list of Officers Rev., War Rolls Vol. 1, page 476) (Nco list of men was
found.)

Captain Thomas Spofford was one of the Minute Men that responded
to the call for the defense of Concord on that memorable 19th of April,
1775,

Thomas Spofford- Minute Man-~ Ensign and Sergeant in the Conti-
nental Army.

Note - This information was found on a paper included in 2 Family Record
of Descendants of John Spofford who emigrated from England and settled at
Rowley, Essex County, Mass., in 1638. By- Jeremiah Spofford M, D, pub-
lished in Haverhill 1869.
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR ROLILS

1777 -~ Capt. Bell's Ce. - Nathan Hales Regiment
For Continental Service -~ Pelham, May 7, 1777

Thomas Hardie - lst, Iieut. Thomas Hayward
Simeon Hardy Reuben Hamblet
Dan Richardson | Samuel Davwvis
Cyrus Hardy _ Eben Palmer
John Kimball _ ' Ben Robinson
John Marsh Amos Kemp

May 7, 1777 paid Lt, Tho. Hardy for 17 men travel
Noah Marsh May 6, 1777

Dudley Marsh oo "

Richard Howe

Capt. Blodgett's Co. - March 14, 1777

Asa Knowlton

N.H, State Papers Vol. II, pg. 588.

Pelham May 5, 1777

To Col . William Gregg:

These are to inform you that there is now Enlisted out of my
company into the Continental Army to serve therein, for the term of
three years, persons namely:

Abner Gage Ziha Kimball
Ebenezer Palmer, Jr. Samuel Davis
Benjamin Robinson ' ‘John Kimball
John Marsh ' Merrill Coburn
Cyrus Hardy ' Ebenezer Webster
Amos Kemp Ruben Hamblet
James Hardy Samuel Hayward

The above persons have enlisted under the command of Lieut.
Thomas Hardy. Asa Knowlton in Capt. Blodgett's Company. James
Farmer now in the Continental Army. Per me Asa Richardson Capt.
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SOLDIERS IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY

Asa Knowlton =----===w--~ 3 years
Simeon Hardy-—~=-=~=m==- 1 year
Esa Coburn ====—m==m=w- 1 vear
Daniel George ~——=~=m—=-~ L vear
John Wells v rwmcmeamw—m 1 year
Michael Fitzgerald ----- 1 year
James Gibson ~==c-wem=- July 20 - Sept. 25, 1777

Sept. 29, 1777 - Capt. Amos Gage's Company Jjoined Northern Conti-
nental Army at Saratoga,
Gen. Stark's Brigade joined Northern Continental

Sept., 25, 1777
Army at Bennington and Stillwater.

June 11, 1778 -~ Jan. 5, 1779 - Capt. Simon Marston Co.

July 16, 1779 - Reynolds service in R. I, for 5 mo., and 6 days.

page 73C ~ Ainount Depreciation 15,60,

John Gibson - July 16 - Felham, 1780 Dec. 3 Rhode Island
Thomas Spofford - Sept. 1777 ~ Saratoga (seec page 27)

Amos Kemp ~ 18 years

2nd. Batt, -~ N.H. Trocps Commander Col. Nathan Hale
James Gibson - July 16 ~ Time of enlistment
John Gibson - Pelham

July 6th. - enlisted for term of one year for Pelham: (pg. 637)

Simeon Hardy Daniel George
John Wells Michael Fitzgerald

Esa Coburn

The above men have passed Muaster before.

Wim. Gregg Lit. Col,

PAY RCLI, OF CAPTAIN AMOS GAGE'S COMPANY

These were volunteers who marched from Pelham fo Saratoga under
the command of Capt. Amos Gage to join General Stark.* This march took
place on Sept. 29, 1777 and joined the Northern Continental Army when they
reached Saratoga.

* (pg. 358) State Papers of New Hampshire~ Hammond- Vol. XV -
(Revolutionary Roll Vol, 2)
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40.
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44,
45,
46,
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Isaac Cochran, Lieu.
Robert Nevens, lLieu,
Thomas Spofford, Sgt.
James Davidson, Sgt.

Eliphlet I.add, Sgt.

Merril Coburn, Corp.
James Hobbs, Corp.
John Williams, Corp.
Thaddeus Butler, Drum.

Robert Dinsmore,

Josiah Gage, Private
James Gibson, Private.

Barnabas Gibson
Nathan Butler
Daniel Barker
Jacob Butler
Ebenezer Palmer
Ezekiel Merrill
Asa Baldwin
David Butler
Silas Johnson
William Hardy
Timothy Clark
Jacob Marsh
Benj. Kimbal
Charles Hardy
Isaac Gage
Edmund Tenney
Daniel Gage
James Tallent
Jonas Richardson
Eri Richardson
Stephen Parson
Nathan Astin
William McCoy
John Cambell
Alexander Gregg
Joehn Cochran
John Armour
Alexander Simson
John Dinsmore
Alexander Carr
Daniel McIlvaine
William Gorden
Benj. Sherburne
Benj. Gage

Ezra R. Marsh
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Two lieu 98 rations @8d.
Ten baggage horses to Northfield, 80 Mout @6d per mile is 40s each.

366.18. 6
3. 5. 4
206. 0. 0O
Z.18. O
393, 1.10

STATE PAPERS VOL, Z.

pg. 192,
Government faurnished coats and blankets or money for the same.

1775 - October 17, received of sum: Walker Jun: Twenty-six pounds,
eight shillings for the twenty-~two men whose names arc here
after namned. viz. {{or coats) '

James Hobbs
Samuel Hobbs (twenty other names
listed)

which money I promise to pay to the above men on demand.

Moses ,eavitt

James Gibson listed for blanket. Winter Hill ye 11 of Sept, 1775~
Received of Timothy Jur. thirty-seven pounds sixteen shillings in
full for blankets for sixty-three men in my company at 12/ each
by me,

Wm. Walker Cap.

Capt, Woodbury's Co. receipt of pay for coats,

We the subscribers belonging to Capt. Woeodbury's Company in Col,
Stark's Reg. do hereby acknowledge that we have received of Tim Walker,
Jr. four dollars each man in full satisfaction for the regimental coat which
was promised us by the cclony of N, H.,

Uriab Abbott James Hardy John Kimball
David Jenness Phineas Goodhue Ziba Kimball
James Farmer Jonathan Morgan Isaac Barker
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Josiah Atwood John Forster Elisha Woodbury Cap.
Jedidiah Hardy Abiel Austin Merrill Coburn
Jonathan Gage Enoch Howard

Which money I promise to deliver.

PELHAM'S SUPPORT OF THE CONTINENTAIL ARMY

Men enlisted for from one month to three years. It was voted that
corn should be the '"'specie'' to settle this enverage or money to the value.
February 15, 1781 - Town Record Vol. 1, page 74,

Voted to alow* those men that went to Winterhill for eight months two
bushels of corn per month or value in money.

Those men that went to Winterhill for two months one bushel of corn per
month or value in money.

Voted to alow the year men five bushels of corn per month or value in
money.

Voted to alow those that went to Portsmouth one month, one bushel of
corn per month, or value in money.

Voted to alow five month men that went to Ticonderoga two bushels of
corn per month or value in money.

Voted to alow the three month men that went to York one bushel of corn,
or value in money.

Voted to alow two month men that went to Bennington four bushels of
corn or value in money.

Voted to alow the year men raised in 1779 three bushels of corn per
month or value in money.

Voted to alow the one month men at Rhode Island one bushel of corn or
value in money.

Voted to alow six month men that went to Rhode Island one bushel of
corn or value in money.

Voted to alow the six month men that went to York four bushels of corn
per month or value in money.

* Spelling in original "alow'.
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Voted to atow three months men raised in the year 1780 four bushels of
corn per month or value in money.

Voted to alow those persons that went Volunteers that have done more
than their proportion in the war of time have liberty to dispose of it as
they please.

Voted to alow Lit. Hardy for six months timme he has done in the war,
Voted to alow Lit. Hardy two bushels of corn per month or value in money.

July 9th, 1781

Voted that those persons that have paid their Beef rate shall take it back
out of the hands of the constable,

Note -
Doubtless financial difficulties are responsible for the vote on
Mazrch 5th, 1781 -

3/ voted net to raise any money for the support of highways for
the ensulng yvear.
4/ voted not to raise any money f{or the support of schools for

the ensuing year.

MONEY

Larly settlers on frontier towns had little money. Owning land was
their first objective. Securing eguipment to run a farm was the limit of
investment., Home made tools and furniture were the best they could do.
The source of real money was in the thriving cities of BPoston, Portsmouth,
and coastal towns. A litile money filtered into the inland towns,

British Pound Sterling was the legal tender of Pre Revolutionary
days, reckoned in Pounds - Shillings - Pence ~ and Farthings. (5: l2s:
Hp; 1f) indicated 5 Pounds, 12 Shillings, 6 Pence and 1 Farthing. "Oid
Tenor" was designated and ""Lawful Money'', sometimes abreviated 1., M,
stated on every agreement or receipt. Often stated "Lawiul Mouaey or

I

eguivalent, '

The equivalent often meant bushels of corn, beef, or pork, the value
being determined by a committee. Records show that these products were
sometimes used in paying the minister's salary, and during the Revolution

soldiers were paid in corn,

It is impossible to Iranslate the value of Pounds, Shillings, Pence,
Farthings, or Old Tenor into coinage of today. Rev., Augusius Berry's
History of Pelham, included in the History of Hillsborough Co. {about 1870)
staltes the value of a pound about 42¢, but, men were employed at $1.00 a
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day in 1870, in contrast to the minimum wage of $1.25 an hour today, 1963,
The present inflationary value of today would indicate a Pound Old Tenor a
mere pittance.

Upon the incorporation as a town one of the first needs was a ""Rate'.
Captain Henry Baldwin was instructed by the town meeting to secure from
the Provincial Government regarding this matter. In 1747 permission for
a '"tax rate'' was granted to the towns of Pelham and Hollis - '""T'hat all
lands within the township of Pelham- shall be and hereby are subjected to
annual tax of One Penny and Half Penny for acre.' Non=-resident owners
were taxed in order 'to have means to support a minister and build a meet-
ing house. '’

Before and during the Revolution there was much confusion regarding
lawful money. Coins fiTom various countries were in circulation. Accounts
were often settled partly in mixed currency and paper, partly in goods and
services,

The words Dollars, Quarters, etc, appear in the records of the Revo-
lutionary period. The Continental Congress and many States printed paper
money which complicated matters., Counterfeit Bills plagued the authorities,
even in the town of Pelham.

In 1777 the Town Meeting "voted to pay Samuel Davis four dollars in
lieu of a Counterfeit Bill which he received of the town for his services in
the war, "

1789 Continental Certificates were used by the Pelham Selectmen
"being the abatement of Wm. Webber's Poll Tax.' Another receipt reads,
""certificate equal in hard money 2: 18: 8: - 2 pounds, 18 shillings, 8 pence,
which sum is in full for services as a Selectman for said town for year
1789.'" (Thomas Spofford)

The Account Book beginning 1762 to 1806 contains receipts for money
expended by the Town Treasurer upon order of the Selectmen, & plan pro-
vided by the Provincial Government. The receipt, usually in the handwrit-
ing of the recipient stating: date, nature, and amount, closed with 'l say
received by me, " with signature. This account book contains 269 pages of
recelipts.
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THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

Patriotic citizens were as concerned regarding the establishment of
a new government, ag in winning the war. A committee had been appointed
to instruct the Representatives sent - Monday, Feb. 9, 1778,

To James Gibson Esq., Representative-

Gentlemen;

You being cheosen by the voice of the Town of Pelham, to represent
them in Great and General Court, and it must be agreeable to you to know
the minds of your constituents in all important matters.

We think fit to give you the following instructions with respect to the
articles of Confederation. You ave directed to move for and exert your-
self to get an alteration of a part of the {ifth paragraph in the ninth article,
where they mention proportion the number of land forces, by which white
inhabitants in c¢cach state, which we conceive to be uneqgual.

Our reason is bhecause of the vast disproportionable number of Black
Inhabitants in this and some of the Southern States. In them the Husbandry
Labor is chiefly done by the black men when we in this state have but few
laborers of that ¢olor, and whether these blacks be continued slaves or
not, many of them make good soldiers in the field of battle, therefore mak-~
ing the proportion of soldiers by the white inhabitants only leave their
fields full of laborers when ours are empty.

You are also directed to move for and urge the calling of a full and
free representation of the people of this state, to meet in Convention at
such time and place as sball be appointed by the General Assembly, for
the sole purpose of laying a permanent plan or system for future govern-
myent of this state,

These matters with all others that rmay come before the General
Court, we leave to yvour firmness and prudence, and trust your exertions
to the common cause will be such as should recommend you to all lovers
of Freedom and Liberty (and what is more) gain the approbation of God
and your conscience, |
Maj. Daniel Coburn
Josiah Gage Lisq.

Deacon Barnabas Gibson
Dr. John Mussey

I.t. Robert Nevens Jr,
Lt. Josiah Swan

Jacob Butler Jr.

Voted to accept the above report:
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Note ~ Census figures of 1775 show the number of slaves in New Hampshire
in 1775 to be 632. Pelham listed 1 male and 1 fermale slave. Total
population of New Hampshire was 72,092,

PLAN OF GOVERNMENT 1778 - 1779

. As early as April 13, 1778, Mr. James Bernard was chosen as a
member of that Convention that was to meet in Concord, on June 10th, in
order to form a Plan of Government for the people of this State for their
future good and happiness. A committee of eleven men to give instruction
to said Bernard considering the plan of government included: Maj. Daniel
Coburn, Esq. Gage, Dr. John Mussey, Esq. Gibson, Deacon Barnabas
Gibson, Deacon Amos Gage, Thomas Spoficrd, WNehemiah Butler, and
Capt. Jesse Wilson.

The form of government did not meet with approval and the next year
on July 8th, 1779, ''voted not to accept the Plan of Government formed by
the Convention at Concord.'" There were 59 against.

Work continued and the town meeting called in Dec, 17, 1781 voted
a committee to consider the proposed Bill of Rights as follows: Deacon
Barnabas Gibson, Aaron Wyman, Jacob Butler, David Butler, Abel Gage,
Joshua Atwood, Dr. John Mussey, Josiah Gage, Mark Gould. Another
special meeting called Dec. 31, 1781, ''voted to pass 23 articles in the
Bill of Rights, "

The cormmittee continued to study and present their thinking on the
Bill of Rights being formulated and on Jan. 21, 1782 ''voted not to adopt
fifteen articles in the Bill of Rights as it now stands'' and suggested
alterations, ''choosing'' Representatives and Semnators, concerning
qualifications of voters, Justices of Superior Court, Governor's power
to appoint officers in the Continental Army and Fort Garrisons, number
of Representatives making a quorum by 23, Governor's power of demo-~
lition of fortifications, marriage and divorce laws, and to expunge 23
articles in the Bill of Rights. The committees amendments were
accepted.

On March 7, 1782 - ''voted to accept the Bill of Rights and plan of
government, providing the remarks and amendments should be added.'
The number of voters which were then present were 52 and none against it.

The preparation of a Bill of Rights for the State was thus made, with
citizens of every town studying and suggesting. Numberless meetings
were called, certain citizens gave time and thought, others did not bother
to attend preferring to leave such matters to the interested few,
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The final vote did not accept the Pelham idea, The Pelham Repre-~
sentative voted against retaining religious gualifications, which were re-
tained in the Constitution of New Hampshire at Concord, 1792, This
applied only to offices of Governor and Senators.

RATIFICATION OQOF FERERAI CONSTITUTION
Saturday, June 2Zlsit, 1788

Provincial and State Papers®* - YVol. X 1749 - 1792,

Journal of Proceedings of Honbkl, Convention assembled at Court
House, Exeter, on Wed, ll%th, Feb, A,D, 1788 for investigation, dis-
cussion, and decision of Fed, Constitution. {(Page 17)

Chairman - Hon. Jegdah Bartlett £sq. chosen.

Hules for procedure regarding conduct of Convention.

Adjourned Friday, ¥Feb, 27, 1788 - to meet in Concord on the 3rd.
Wednesday in June.

Lonvention mesis - Concord ~ June 18, 1788,
Amendments proposed June 20, 1788,
All powers not expressly and particularly delegated -
reserved to the State,
John Sullivan -~ Pres. of Convention
John I.angdon - Pres, of State
Congress shall make no laws touching religion as to in-
ferring rights of conscience,

Saturday - June 21 - Motion made by Mr. Livermore, seconded by
Mr, Langdon and others that the main guestion be now put for
adopticn of the Constitution and yveas and nays being called-

Result - 57 yeas - 47 navys

Mr. Moody of Pelham ~ Yea.

New Hampshire the 9th state to ratify the Constitution.
Statement by Sec. John Calfe - Ratification of Constitution of the United
States of America, submitted by General Court of New Hampshire together
with suggested amendments.

114 delegates - 113 returned ~ 5 absent

Z delegates {rom Portsmouih

Mo delegates listed {fromn Nashua or Manchester.

Pelham Representative - Rev., Arnos Moody
MNo, miles traveled to Exeter - 60,
Neo, miles traveled to Concord -~ 40,
Present every session.

*Copied from Provincial Papers,
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OLD DAYS AND OLLD WAYS - EARLY PELHAM

The map of the original town of Dunstable, of which a western strip
of Pelham was a part, pictures ''parcels' of land labeled with the names of
owners or Proprietors. They bought the land as an investment, with the
intention of selling to the land hungry pioneers, a typical land development
project of that day.

Names of early settlers are not there. The Proprietors had no
notion of living in this area, inhabited only by wandering tribes of savages.
The said map shows a large tract of some seven hundred acres owned by
Tyng. He acted as agent of this property, building a Garrison House on
what was later known as Mammoth Road, but was then a trail or cart path
to the north country.

Proprietors of such a venture did not leave everything to chance but
encouraged settlers with a variety of trades and skills to become a part
of the new community. Farmers, lumbermen, builders, shoemakers,
blacksmiths, doctors, ministers were needed and encouraged. Indeed the
Charter stressed the founding of a church and settlement of a minister,
and building a Meeting House as a requisite.

Saw Mills were early established. The first was Golden's Saw Mill,
on Golden's Brook, up stream a little from the bridge on Hobbs Road,
Lawson's Grist Mill was on the road to Dracut, from where tradition tells
us one John Gage returning with a bag of grain to his home on Baldwin
Hill was caught in a blizzard and frozen to death in his own yard. (Now
the Landry residence but, originally a Gage place.) Two millstones on
the ¥Frye Gage place mark the site of a mill, with a tree growing and fill-
ing the cavity in one of the stones. There were several Butler Mills on
Gumpus Brook, one near the pond. Nettie Butler (Spaulding) remembers
skating on the second pond. A Grist Mill on Beaver Brook in North
Pelham was run by the Butlers, the last being the genial Wm. G. Butler
{1890-1899) a man with a ''peg leg'. He lost his leg as a boy of eleven
years of age, after being crushed by a heavy wagon. He was surprisingly
agile in heaving bags of grain about. A drive to the mill to purchase grain
was a popular ride for children just to see Mr., Butler. '

Building a town's homes required beams, boards, hand-hewn clap-
boards and shingles. Wyman was a builder, his home was an example of
his skill. He built a pioneer cabin which had a great chimney in the center
with a great fireplace and brick oven on one side, and two other fireplaces
with a secret pocket for hiding valuables on the further side, pine paneling,
small paned windows, and a loft above. Restoration by Roland Tripp,
Methuen architect and an authority on old houses, figured that the pioneer
section of the place was built about 1720-21, and the Colonial Front added
some fifty or seventy years later. On the west side, near the back door,
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was a work bench and eguipment used in making coffins. (Now owned by
the FHlayes Family on Marsh Road.)

The brick work of the Tyler house, now the property of Ann Morris,
was in his opinion the work of said Wyman, as was the elaborate brick
work in the John Richardson cellar with its smoke chamber and fireplaces.
{(Formerly property of Dr. Edwin Hyde now Mr. Phelps home}., This was
across the road from No. I Center School House, now the American Legion
Hall.

Blacksmiths were essential, both for shoeing horses and for making
iron toels and building wagons. Shoemakers sat at cobblers’ benches and
cut and sewed the leather boots and shoes needed in this rough countryside,

Women spun the flax on a flax wheel from flax raised in the home
garden, and wove the linen sheets and towels; or spun the wool sheared
from the sheep on every farm. They knitted stockings, mittens and caps
or wove warm woolen c¢loth for winter wear., Women did the sewing by
hand, The more prosperous emploved a woman tailor, who went from
house to house remaining long enough fo complete an entire wardrobe for
the family. Less prosperous women did their own sewing. A cloth of
linen and wool called "linsey-~woolsey” was popular for dresses,

More prosperous people went to Boston or Portsmouth and purchased
stiks and prints from abreoad. Almost every woman possessed a silk dress
kept {or real cccasions, such as weddings and commmunity gatherings.
These were saved and later generations dressed up for the Old Fashioned
Concerts and Antique Exhibits., Elisabeth Hobbs, f{irst minister’s wife,
wore a deep red silk gown with matching slippers, when married in her
Kingston home to the Rev., James Hobbs. At that time marriages were
performed in the home, or the home of the minister, and the legal cere-
mony used,

Men's clothes were more difficult to maake, as heavier material was
required. During the Revolution, woman's patriotic duty was making over-
coats for the soldiers. These were reported in the Provincial Records -
James Hobbs receiving one for the winter at Winter Hill, adjoining Bunker
Hill where some Pelham men were stationed.

The frontier home had to be as self sufficient as possible. Corn and
rye were the chief grain crops as well as some wheat. The rye crop was
regarded as responsible for barren fields by some farmers. The garden
furnished vegetables which were carefully stored away in cellars for the
winter., Fruit trees and grape vines were set out and choice varieties
raised. Cranberries and blueberries were plentiful, greens and herbs
were gathered and some made into home medicines effective in doctoring
the sick., Medical students in Dartmouth College were well versed in
nature and knew the herbs valuable for medicines. These were well chosen
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and many still used as - Goldthread for a sore mouth, checkerberry for
indigestion, and soothing salves for irritated skin etc.

Every farm raised cattle for milk and cheese, as well as a beef
creature for meat. They also trained a steer to oxen. Swine were
raised for pork and bacon - one section of the town was called Hog Corner,
because so many pigs were raised there. Sheep provided mutton and chops
and the wool for yarn and clothing. Sheep also cleared the rough land; but
that sort of grazing was too much for this light soil and was abandoned,
Tallow for candles and the lanolin for medicinal purposes were well known.
The wild animals were bear, deer, beaver, wolves and catamounts. The
last bear heard of here was in 1809 or 1810 killed near Simpson's Mills.
Men were appointed to prevent the killing of deer in the early Town Meet-
ings. Venison was a valuable food and the pioneers wished to conserve
wild life and prevent needless slaughter.

Corn meal was the major food in the early days. Corn meal mush
with milk or maple syrup was relished and corn pone or Johnuny Cake part
of almost every meal. Vegetables and salt port were cocked in an iron
pot over the open fire. (This was called a "boiled dish''}. Beans were
baked long hours in the brick ovens, as were pies and cakes. Molasses
and brown sugar were used when obtainable from the coastal towns, when
products from the Indies came in. The woodsmen were alert in spotting
wild bees and brought home the wild honey. Home-made yeast was used
in making rye bread and sometimes wheat bread, which was baked in the
brick ovens. Every meal represented hours of labor in the field and in
the kitchen, with every member of the family doing his or her part.

STORY OF THE GAGE CFHAIRS

"Thomas and Phoebe Gage (maiden name Phoebe Frye, born in
Andover, Mass,), two of the first settlers in Pelham, moved to Pelham
not long after their marriage, near the year 1735. He died, it is sup-
posed, in the French and Indian War. He left three sons; James, John,
and Jonathan and four daughters; Phoebe, Joanna, Sarah and Elizabeth.
James moved to Jaffrey and died there, John settled in Pelham near to
his Father's, (which is the place now owned by Mr, J. Underwood).

John was frozen to death while returning from the mill. Jonathan,
my mother's father, lived where Frye Gage now lives. IHe married
Mehitable for his first wife, and Dorcas Swan for his second wife. She
was a native of Methuen, Mass. He died at the age of 77 of Dropsy, very
suddenly. She died in October (18th) of old age, 82 years. A very
worthy woman. She was the daughter of Dea. Francis Swan.

The great chair now owned by my mother, was owned by Phoebe
Gage, wife of Thomas Gage, and was purchased by them at her marriage
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and must conseguently by this vear (1857) be as much as 122 vears of age,
as she was about 19 yvears of age at the time of her marriage. ''*

Dorcas Hobbs gave the great chair to her grandson, Charles W.
Hobbs, the last time he saw her, home on furlough in 18685, toward the
end of the War of the Rebellion, He cherished and preserved it through
the years and gave it to his son, Charles Winthrop Hobbs, {(who in turn
gave it fo his son, Charles Winthrop Hobbs Jr.). Another similar chair
fell into the hands of Helen Hobbs, daughter of Moody Hohb's second wife,
who gave it to Sam Hobbs.

This was a part of a set which fell into the hands of various descend-
ants of the original Gage owners. Mrs., Proctor of Nashua gave her
daughter three of the set, smaller chairs. Upon her death Mrs., Ira
Harris (Mary Proctor) willed one chair to the Pelham Public Library,
one to the granddaughter of John Gage of Missouri, and a third to Mrs.,
Clara Cutter Jack of Pelham.

Tradition tells us that this furniture was something of a novelty
when Phoebe ¥Frye Gage brought it to Pelham, and the townspeople came
to view, as few homes possessed such fine furniture but, had to use

home ~made chairs.,

* This description has been copied from a carefully written paper., No
name 1s signed but, all evidence points to Miss Jane Hobbs, sister of
Moody Hobbs, who lived in the Moody Hobbs Place. She was the
daughtexr of Dorcas FHobbs, wife of Capt., Samuel Hobbs (Milit. ). Aunt
Jane was an important member of that family. &he taught in the summer
session of the district school, which was largely made up of younger
children. The winter session was usually taught by a man.,

If the chairs came into a Pelham home in 1735 they must now be
about two-hundred and twenty~-seven years old. A real treasure.

lao62
TOWN CHARGES

As new settlers appeared, as early as 1758, they were challenged
by one of the Constables, and warned out of town. 7This was recorded in
the Town Records. A few left, but the majority remained. At first this
was a town ordinance but, after the Revolution a more formal notice in the
name of the State of New MHampshire was used,

In spite of the effort to keep the town free of town charges, there
were cases which had to be handled by town officials. At the Town Meeting

the citizens had the privilege of '""bidding off" town charges., ‘In 1780
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Tabatha Hardy went to board with Mr. Tenney at three shillings and ten
pence a week; two pounds-four shillings-~seven pence and note in hand 21;
and four shillings and seven pence for keeping Sarah Loring until she
arrives to 18 years of age." (John Bradford, Selectmen.) In 1887 the
case of Soloman Loring required the sum of three shillings and six pence
paid the Selectmen for "finding a pair of shoes for said Loring.'" In 1778,
""Soloman Loring was put to board to Samuel Davis for one year for keep-
ing said,'" three pounds and eight shillings.

At Town Meeting on Sept. 9, 1788, the voters were asked to consider
Art, #2, '"to see what method the Town thinks most proper to be taken with
Lucy Foster who has of late become chargeable to this town. " ''Voted to
gend l.ucy Foster to her parents as soon as she is able to go." Again on
March 2, 1789- "voted to allow Mr. Eben Richardson for three pounds and
twelve shillings for keeping L.ucy Foster if said Richardson pays Doc.
Mussey for doctoring said Lucy while at his house. ' In 1790 thirty shill-
ings paid Josiah Gage for his services in affair of Thor Davidson and Lucy
Foster, By March 1, 1790 both Lucy Foster and Tabatha Hardy are board-
ing at Edmund Hardy's (x his mark) and in 1791 the three Selectmen
"reckoned with Edmund Hardy on account of his Boarding Tabatha Hardy
from "'the beginning of the world'" to the day of the date and remained due
to him 2: 8: 6. "

The town gave sufficient publicity through the Town Meeting to all
present, but the reader of today cannot understand the problems met by
said Lucy or Tabatha. Perhaps people of today are mystified by Father
and Daughter relationships in the following item in the account book-
"Feb. 17, 1795~ received of the Selectmen, one pound eighteen shillings
lawiul money, it being in full for my daughter Betsy keeping a school six
weeks in said town, and for her board while keeping said school.' Jacob
Butler 1:16:0.

Upon reflection, women of that day were not independent as today.
Upon marriage, a wife's property became her husband's; and a daughter's
earnings could be claimed by her father.

Naturally, the town assumed the expense of moving the widow, two
times (pg. 119) March 1759, ''paid for moving the Widow Right twice~
nine shillings. 0:9:0.

SETTLING DISPUTES

As the town grew, community needs developed. Wandering animals,
roving at large, cows, sheep, and hogs caused plenty of damage. Certain
farmers had built stone walls with rocks removed from their land, and put
up fences to keep animals on the home place; but certain people did not
bother, in fact they allowed farm animals to graze along roadsides.
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Naturally, they wandered into fields of growing grain and devastated the
vegetable gardens. In order ta stop such depredations the Town Meeting
decided to build a Pound to confine such animals until the gowner appeared
to claim the animals and pay charges {or any damages.

Town Meeting of 1772, "voted to build a Pound, thirty feet square
with stone five feef high, with good timnber atop of said stone. Said stone
is to be built in four months frorm this date., ' '"Chose as a committee to
perform said services - namely John Marsh, Jacob Butler, Nathaniel Gage,
Asa Richardson, and John Wilson. " (pg. 52, Vol, 1} This pound was built
on the Windham Road at the Center, on land formerly of Ferguson, then
Coulliard, Smith, and now Glen Koehler, While the Misses Smith lived
above that pound they complained to the Town Fathers, that they could not
see down town because of the Pound, which was never used at that time,
so the Town voted to take it down at the request of the ladies. Only the one
protest was heavyd and this historic landmark was taken away.

Disputes regarding land boundaries between individuals were settled
by commrnittees appointed appearing before a Justice of the Peace. If the
decision was not agreed to, the maiter could be taken to a higher court.
Usually, the owners preferred the local decision.

"MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT:" "Between committee and Mr.
James Foster concerning the late action in law with Hugh Tallent - to be
laid before the town for approbation or disapprobation - it is proposed by
the committee that James Foster give a lawful power of attorney to the
commitiee (town} for that purpose to act in behalf of the above, and also
give security and obligation 0 pay to the town if the land is recovered -
the full value of the land that the Town convey to James Foster., Foster
gave full consent. The Town proceeded according to the above to carry on
action between Hugh Tallent - an action of &jectment., '

"Johnsen and William Johnson entered their dissent against the
proceedings, ' Decisions were frequently guestioned by citizens with
statement that such dissention be recorded in the Town Record.

"FENCE VIEWER was an office called into action cccasionally. On
May 7, 1815, Mr. Samuel Hobbs and Mr. James Cutter submitted their
findings before James Gibson, Justice of the Peace, "

""We the subscribers being Fence Viewers for the Town of Pelham-
and having been required to divide a partition fence on a line between
George Tallent, of said Pelham and Mehitabel Butler, widow, of Nottingham
West, having attended to the business of appointment, we do hereby direct
and determine that the said Mehitabel shall build and keep in repair on said
line, a good and sufficient fence. Beginning at a stake and stones in the
swamp. to or near the southeasterly corner of said Mehitabel's farm. "
Thence running northerly about sixteen rods and one-half to corner of the
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wall; thence easterly 28 rods on line between said George and Mehitabel,
Then the said Tallent shall build and keep in repair a good and sufficient
fence from on said line about 40 rods, being the remainder of the fence
between them on said line. And we further direct that the above named
Mehitabel Butler and George Tallent shall build the above mentioned
fences in the term of ten days from this date.

Samuel Hobbs

James Cutter (Fence Viewers)

James Gibson J. of P.

PERAMBULATE THE LINE

A custom of early years which still continues in New Hampshire, is
that of perambulating the town line by the Selectmen of each town, at inter-
vals of seven years,

""April 8, 1762 - We the subscribers, Selectmen of Nottingham West
and a comrmittee appointed by the Selectmen of Pelham, have this day met
and perambulated and renewed the bounds betwixt our respective towns.
Dated at Pelham - April ye 22, 1762, "

Samuel Greele Ephrem Cumings
Samuel Marsh William Richardson
Joseph Butler Josiah Hamblet

"April 30, 1772 - Selectmen of Londonderry and Pelham perambulated
the line between our respective towns. "

Amos Gage James Gage
James Gibson John Crombue
Joel Butler John Bell

Other lines were perambulated and bounds restored if necessary.
Some of the bounds have been made more permanent as Mitchel's stone more
recently erected as a town as well as a State Bound.

One of the early bounds still stands on the Sherburne Road marking the
towns of Nottingham West and Pelham. A rough stone with letters N W on
one side and P on the other. This original should be preserved and made
permanent.,

44



EDUCATION - EARLY SCHOOLS

Carefully written records prove that rmmany of the early scttlers bhad

some education. Penmanship, beautiful script or almmost manuscript, well
worded in the English of that time, and occasional statement and instruc-
tions submitted by committees on policies of supporting the war and form-
ing the new government disclose real thinking. Several personalities were
outstanding as educated men. Eleasor Whiting, the first Town Clerk,
Ur. John Mussey, early physician, William Richardson, later to become
Chief Justice of New Hampshire, Dr. John Hubbard Church, Rev. James
Hobbs, and Rev. Amos Moody were Harvard graduates. These men were
leaders in the cultural and religious life of the community.

The guill pen and home-rmade ink, still colorful. closely written to
preserve precious paper, show the ability to write well., Thes forms of
expression reveal the individual; spelling varied and a word was often
spaelled phonetically as it sounded, as Noah Webster'’s Spelling Book had
not appeared to standardize spelling, Names recorded were spelled in
many different ways, but the actual signatures correct that, New officers
were elected every year and everyone had an opportunity to serve in the
oifice for which he was best fitted,

Quotations {rom the record enclosed in 'quotes' are kept as origi-
nally written, Their way of speaking adds interest. Only cne signature
in the receipt book used his mark (x). Fach one could sign his name or
print it. Only a few women's names appear, Elisabeth Hobbs {(always
spelled with an s) receipted her husband's settlement and salary after
his unatimely death, and the names of two school "dames'" who taught the
summer term- namely Susana Wresht (7} and Abigail Scales, who
acknowledged receiving from the Town Treasurer the sum of ""Three
Pounds Twelve Zhillings, lawful money, which is in full for my keeping
school six months in said town. I say received by me.’' Abigail Scales
on December 2, 1768, Abigail wrote a beautiful script. A woman usually
taught the summer term beginning in June and closing in the Fall. A
school master took over for the winter term. In early pioneer days the
school year varied {rom one month to two terms.

Boarding the teacher wasg paid by the Town Treasurer to various
heads of families, one receipt is for dining the school master,

Before the school was established, learning to read was a family
affair. The little ones had a horn book, a page under horn easily held in
the hand, with the letters of the alphabet and the lLord’'s prayer printed on
it. The child learned to say the alphabet and point to the letters and recite
or read the prayer. Nexti, came the New England Primer, with the alphabet
and words of one syllable then two-three-~four-five and even six syllables.
Sometimes the list of svyliables was called the A-B~ or the AB's, The
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famous Biblical rhymes beginning in alphabetic order- beginning "In Adam!'s
fall we sinnzd all'' etc. A prayer for children and the Catechism were all a
preparation for the reading of the Bible. This was usually carried on in the
home, or in some home in a neighborhood where an able housewife could
teach several children while she carried on her housework or spinning.

It was not until the town was incorporated that any group formed to
conduct a regular school. The subject of school came up in the Town Meet-
ing of August 1759, and is the first recorded action for schools. Meetings
were frequently called in those early days. The regular Town Meetings
were held to elect Town Officers, but other regular Town Meetings discussed
matters demanding attention, sometimes only weecks or months apart. There
was so much for these people to do.

The non-residence tax to be devoted to church and school was ''voted
the remainder of the money to be applied for a school in said town- the
school is to be in four parts in said town and to be kept where they think
proper.' The Selectmen had that responsibility, for on Oct. 27, 1760 -
''voted at said meeting to leave it with Selectmen to provide a school for
said town. " (Vol, 1.)

There was no school building as recorded in the report of the April 8th,
1762 - '""'voted not to build any school house or houses in said town. Voted
four months schooling in said town to begin in September next insuing and so
on until the four months is expired. Voted to raise the sum of twenty-five
pounds as school rent to support the above said school. "

Still pending was the settlement of the non-resident tax, as Capt.
William Richardson was chosen to apply to the General Court in order to
get ''the non~-resident land taxed that lieth in this town. '

W riting and reading schools were specifically mentioned in 1761.
This is understandable in this practical way of the early settlers to devote
the major school day to the fundamentals. Signatures and ability to keep
records and accounts was essential. Reading the Bible was the motivation
for reading. ""J. Lay received Ninety-six pounds old tenor in money it being
for keeping a Writing and Reading School for said town for four months in
the year 1761." Evidently the efforts on said J. Lay were satisfactory to
the Selectmen, for he signed a receipt in 1762 - '"'received of Benj. Barker,
Treas., sum of forty pounds four shillings (40-6s) old tenor for keeping
Reading and Writing School four months in the year 1762. Rec'd by me, J.
Lay.'" Itis assumed that said Lay was a traveling teacher skilled in the
arts of Penmanship and Reading.

A town resident Eleazor Whiting, whose name appears in the records
frequently during the early years, taught a Reading and Writing School, {for
in June 5, 1765 he receipts the following - '""province of New Hampshire-
Received of Selectmen 119 - S 16 old tenor in part for keeping a Writing and
Reading School. Eleazor Whiting. "'

46



Salaries fluctuated for Susana Wresht (7} received the sum of one
pound, eight shillings, and ten pence, lawful money for keeping schaool
three months, while John Butler was paid the sum of six pounds twelve
shillings, old tenor, silver, for boarding the school master Mr. Eleazor
Whiting six weeks, while he kept a school in town, John Crombie taught
seven weeks in that same year {1768) and so shares honors as recorded
school masters in eventful 1767-68. Custom of the time was to pay at
the completion of the term, This custom was carried on until late in the
1800's,

The receipt book is the only clue to teachers who taught and the
salary received until the school records or Secretary’s minutes on the
committee meetings were kept. Present day practice, at least from 1918
to 1952, failed to keep a record of Board Meetings in this town. However,
beginaning with 1805 adequate records were kept and published. Scheol
reparts were printed before the annual town report was printed. This was
due to the influence of Dr, John H. Church, Moody Hobbs and others who
saw the value of written records.

Listed among schoolmasters were prominent citizens who filled in
for short periods. In 1768 Barnabas Gibson was paid,
shillings for keeping school one month., " There is no way to translate
coinage of that period to present day values. Suffice it say it was a
pablic service in such a case.

Tt

one pound seven

Early School Masters - Time of Service - Salary
January 26, 1769 - Stephen Peabody - 1 month -~ 6 dollars
MNovember 28,. 1768~ Fbheneza Varnum - 3 weeks - 6 shillings
Boarding Dame - 3 weeks -~ 16 shillings

January 26, 1769 -~ John Banlding

boarding - 2 months - 16 shillings
January 16, 1769 -~ Philip Hardy

boarding - 2 weeks - 4 shillings
May, L1778 -  FMleawor Whiting

boarding - 3 months ~ Z pounds

May 8, 1769 - Jonathan Frye's name appears dated 1769 -

"Paid to Mr. Jonathan Frye, School Master, the surm of one pound ten
shillings, lawful money, in full for his demands, and paid the sum of 16
shillings, lawful money, for boarding Mr. Jonathan Frye, School Master."

Frye was a farmiliar name in Pelham, as Phoebe Frye, of Andover,
Mass. married Thomas Gage who died in the French and Indian War., Doubt-
less related to Capt. Jonathan Frye, a young chaplain who went with Capt,
Lovewell in battle with the Indians. He was killed at the Batile of Lovewell's
Pond in 1725. The family revered his memory. A poem written about "'that
young student Jonathan Frye who in his blooming youth did die.
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Appropriations for schools were kept at a minimum in those meager
years: 1766 - 10 pounds; 1768 -~ 15 pounds; 1769 - 15 pounds; 1771 - 16
pounds; 1772 - 15 pounds; 1773 - 15 pounds; 1774 - 22 pounds; 1775 - 22
pounds; 1776 - 20 pounds; 1787 - 40 pounds; 1788 - 40 pounds.

Usually the Selectmen were empowered to find a place for the school,
and hire teachers. In 1776 a Committee was appointed, Dr. John Muzzy,
Jacob Butler, and Barnabas Gibson to serve. ''Voted that every quarter of
the town should have the use of their money, and that each quarter should
enjoy the privilege of their own, and not send from one to another, and that
when the school was provided that they should not send, should go without
benefit of the school.' This policy continued until the development of the
Union District, C

The next move related to building of schools in the various districts
as follows: 1793~ ""voted to raise one hundred and fifty pounds in order to
build -school houses in said town. Meaning that those classes that have
built their school houses shall receive an order from the Selectmen for
their proportion of the aforesaid sum.' '"Voted that James Gibson be a
committee to fix the place where the School House is to be built in the

sounthwest corner of the town. "

""Voted to divide the town into Five Classes according to the number
of scholars that each class shall be, one fifth part of the number of
scholars in said town- ''that each class shall be entitled to receive one
fifth part of the money raised in said town for the support of schooling."
March b, 1787.

A beginning in classing the schools was made, but in March 1797,
a committee consisting of David Gage, Thomas Spofford, Ezra R, Marsh,
appointed for classing the five classes for convenient schools was pre-
sented. This report is of interest to citizens familiar with names of old
families., It also gives an idea of the location of the homes and of the
number of families and population of the different districts. Changes
were made in this plan from time to time, but the general division was
kept to this day.

The report of the Committee on '"Classing the Schools'" of the Town
was made to the Town Meeting of Feb, 13, 1797, and is recorded in Town
Records - Veol. 1, page 220. This is of great interest to a present day
historian in locating families and placing individuals. The number of
families in each district was given as follows:

Southwest Class - 34; now known as the Gumpas District, No. 2.

Northwest Class 30; now known as North Pelham, District No. 3.

Middle Class - 31; now known as Center District, No., 1.

Northeast Class 31; now known as Gage Hill, District No. 4.

Southeast Class

26; now known as Highland, District No. 5.
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The district families were quite evenly distributed and inhabitants
without children were inciuded in the district. At times minor changes to
convenience families as distance to walk, or number in the school.

1808 ~ At this time each district looked after its own school. A
notice was posted summoning qualified voters to Moses Whitings' place,
or some other home, to transact necessary school business, This was
signed by the Head of the District. The notice stated that officers would
be chosen as - Moderator, Clerk, and Head of Class, a title which later
was Chairman of the Supervising Committee.

Such essentials as wood was "bid off" for $1.27 in 1808; then $1. 99
in 1821, a cord. Board for the Master or Mistress was ''bid off"., Edward
Wyman "bid off' the Master's board for $1.71 per week in 1805; later Dr,
Grovsnor $1.49 per week, revealing an element of competition. The
"Masters School" or "Winter School' usually began in late November or
Decermber. The proportion of money alotted to each term, to the Masters
School 2/3 or 5/8 of the money, while the summer term taught by a
Mistress used the remaining funds, The summer term included the
sumimmer months often beginning in early September and continuing until
late November or December, really until the monev gave out reserved
for the younger children., All ages attended but, more mature students
employed on the farms during the summer and harvesting in the fall,
entered the winter session. A Master was usually emploved, often a
college student, able to discipline the big boys.,

Finding a place for the building was a problem until the town pur-
chased the shares held by Proprictors and purchased by Pelham men
was available, Twenty-~one men owned shares valued from $1.01 {John
Wyman) to $12, 90 (Sally and Samuel Hobbs)., The total valuation was
$98. 94, A building was available previously used as a store.

Repairs were needed for which small amounts were paid as $4. 07,
$ .75; % .66; for minor repairs. Finally in 1829 extensive repairs with
items listed as~ lumber $23, 29; boards $11,58; shingles $6, 91, etc.,
with a total in labor and materials amounting to $98, 94. This place
once a store was now ready for a school.

In 1805, leading men, Dr. John Church, Moderator; Dr, Aaron
Grovsnor, Clerk, with Edward Wyman Head of the Class; Committee to
inspect Rev. Amos Moody; Rev. Mr. Church, and Mr. William Hardy.
Other men who held these offices were- Samuel Hobbs, Edward Wyman,
Asa Stickney, Jesse Smith, Andrew Tallent, and David Atwood, There
were freguent changes as offices were chosen every vear.,

New State Laws came into effect on April 14, 1829. The Head of
the District ordered to notify all qualified voters to attend the annual
School District Meeting. Notices were to be posted on the School House
Doar and some other public place, f{o assemble and act on articles of a
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warrant similar to Town Meeting procedures, This was to continue until
the formation of the Union Districts.

Periodic aggitation to establish a Singing School, provoked some debate
in the Town Meeting of Feb. 1805. Later this was established, whether by
private contributions or otherwise, at any rate we find the town did purchase
a Bass Viol to help with the music in church or school. Singing School was
popular in the rural communities, usually fostered by some talented musi-
cian. and subscribed to by local contributions or fees. The schools were
slow in making music a part of the curriculum, depending upon the regular
teacher for that leadership. A teacher able to lead music and teach children
to sign was considered desirable.

COPY OF REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR CLASSING THE TOWN OF PELHAM

{(Town Records -~ Vol.1 Page 220 - Report dated Feb. 13, 1797)

We the subscribers, being a committee appointed by the Town of Pelham
to class the town into five classes, to convene schools in said town, beg leave
to report, that the four school houses now built in the four outside classes,
shall stand where they are now built, and not be moved, and the Town be
divided into classes as follows: viz.

The Southwest Class shall begin at Mr. Abel Butricks thence to Mr.
Daniel Butler's, Mr. Edmund Hardy's, Mr. Benj. Hamblet's, the widow
Rebecca Butler's, Capt. Thomas Spofford's, Mr. Seth Cutter’s, thence to
Mr. Enos Hardy's, and Mr. John Well's, all of whom are included in the
Southwest class, and all the inhabitants, who live southwe sterly of the above
mentioned inhabitants to the town line, from Mr. John Mills' to Capt. Asa
Richardson's are to belong to the Southwest Class.

The Northwest Class shall begin at Lieut, David Butler's, thence to
Mr. John Neven's, Mr. Caleb Butler's, Mr. Daniel Tenneys', Deacon
Daniel Barker's, Deacon Benj. Barker's, Mr. Samuel Hutchinson's, Mrs.
Ebenezer and John Elenwood, Mr. James Hobbs', Mr. Philip Richardson's,
all of whom are included in said class, and all of the inhabitants Northwester-
ly of them to the Town Line, from Mr. Philip Richardson's farm to Lieut.
David Butler's are to belong to the Northwest Class.

The Middle Class shall begin at Capt. Jonathan Gage's, thence to
Maj. Daniel Coburn's, Mr. Amos Johnson's, Mr, John Atwood's, Mr.
Uriah Abbot’s, Mr. Simon Beard's, Mr. Kent's Jr., Mr. William Hardy's,
Mr. Samuel Davis's, Mr. Wyman's, Mr. John Wyman's, Mr, Jacob Marsh's,
Amos Moody Esq., Ens. Adjut. Daniel Hardy's, Mr. Edmund Tenney's the
third, Mr. Andrew Tallent's, and Capt. Jesse Smith all of whom are west of
Golding's Brook and within the compass of the above mentioned inhabitants,
are to belong to said class.
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The Northeast Class shall begin at Mr. Moses Noyes', thence to Mr.
Joshua Atwood's Jr., Mr. James Foster's, Mr. Paul Atwood's, Mr. Isaac
Gage's, Mr. Asa Gage's, Deac, Abel Gage's, Lieut, Alexander Grimes',
Mr. Jonathan Webster's, Mr., Ebenezer Webhster's, and Mr. Joshua
Guiterson's, all of whom are included in the Northeast Class, and all of
the inhabitants Northeastwardly of them to the town line from Gutterson's
to Moses Noyes',

The Southeast Class shall begin at Mr, William Webber's, thence to
Mr. Silas Trull’s, Capt. Jesse Wilson's, Mr., Danie)] Wilson's, Mr. John
RBarkers, Mr. Nathan Hobbs!, Mr. Nathaniel Currier’s, Mr. Enoch
Howard's, Mr. Abiel Barkers’, Mr. Asa Carleton's, Mr. Asa Carlton
Jr.'s, Mr. Ezekill Richardson's, Mr. Jonathan Lyon's, Mr. Roger
Coburn’s, all of whom are included in the Southeast Class and all the in~
habitants Southeastwardly of them to the Town Line from Mr. Roger
Coburn's,

Feb, 13, 1797 : David Gage
Thomas Spofford- Committee on
Ezra R. Marsh Classing

HIGHER EDUCATION IN EARLY DAYS

Harvard College

A History of the United States Meridan Documents of American History by
George F. Scheer - Meridan Book Co. (pg. 133)

In 1636, under the auspices of the Congregational Church, Harvard
Coellege was founded. The founding was described by Edward Johnson in
1743,

"After God had carried us safe to New England, and we had builded
our houses, provided necessaries for our livelihood, reared convenient
places for God's worship, and settled the civil government, one of the next
things we longed for and locked after was to advance learning and perpetuate
it to posterity, deeding to leave an illiterate ministry to the churches, when
our present ministers shall lie in the dust. As we were thinking and con-~
sulting how to effect this great work; it pleased God to stir up the heart of
one Mr. Harvard {a goodly gentleman and a lover of learning among us) to
give one-half of his estate (it being in all abeut 1700}, toward erecting of a
College, and all his library. After him another gave 300, others after."

Note s -

Rev., James Hobbs, first minister of Pelham, Rev. Amos Moody,
second minister, were both graduates of Harvard College. Rev. John
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Hubbard Church, a Harvard graduate, and a minister in Pelham, received
A. M. degree from Dartmouth College in 1813, D.D. from Williams College
in 1823, became professor at Andover Theological School and Trustee of
Pinkerton Academy, was a Harvard graduate in class of 1797. William M.
Richardson was a Harvard graduate in class of 1797, later became Chief
Justice of the State of New Hampshire.
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PHIGHWAYS

The first piloneers traveled by foot or horseback, following Indian
I'rails which followed the line of least resistance, along streams and ponds
to fishing grounds, and along hillsides to hunting grounds.

During the twenty-~five years after settlement, rough roads had been
cut through the forests by man and ox power. Rude wooden bridges had
been built over Beawver Brook and Golden's Brook to reach the Sawmills
carly established by Butler and Golden. Part of the roads were fit for
carts, others were no more than bridle paths.

Pelham people had paid taxes in Dracut and in Dunstable to support
preaching, and had decided that the formation of a new township was
necessary to straighten matters of boundary. This was accomplished
when the town was incorporated in 1746, The citizens attacked their
problerms with new vigor. ""The path now trodden' neceded attention and
was one of the major points of discussion at Town Meetings.,

Petitions of subscribers for a Hlighway were presented to the Select-
mien, who laid out a highway and presented the plan to the town meeting
for approval. The voters decided whether to accept the plan and the road
survevers went to work., The first highways counsidered wevre in the
western part of the town, where the "path is now trodden’, were to be

“three poles' % wide, A pole was about a rod, the terms were used
interchangeably as surveyors used a pole a rod long in measuring. The

present Mammoth Reoad was such a road as Londonderry followed that
route on their way to market in Boston., A road from the center of the
town to Windham and Derry, one from the center to Dracut, and another
to Salem and Haverhill were the mailn roads first considered,

Then followed lesser roads "two poles’ wide between districts
often crossing private property, and passing the front door or even
betweon the buildings of a farm. Bridle paths were also laid out,

l.abor was man and ox power, It was necessary to go around rocky
ledges, hence our picturesque winding reads, following the natural con-
tour of the land. Beaver and Golden's Brook required better bridges.
In certain places fording places were sufficient, but in the spring,
treshets flooded the roads making them impassable,

The Town Meeting of 1746 attended by Free Holders and other in-
habitants, '"voted to allow open highways lately laid out by the Selectinen,
three rods wide {rom the Londonderry line to the Town Line and to put
the same on record,

* A pole equals 5 1/2 vards, {Webster)
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Recorded on page 9 of Vol. 1, Town Record is a typical report of the
Selectmen as follows:

A copy of Transcripts of roads laid out by Selectmen and presented
to the Town Meeting for approval.

March 15, 1752 - Highway from Meeting House to Londonderry.

We the subscribers, Selectmen of said town, have proceeded to lay
out several open Highways three rods wide.

We began at Pelham Meeting House, thence running northerly through
land of John Ferguson, by marked trees standing on the westerly side of
said Highway, and from thence through the land of Mr. John Cookson and
from thence to a white oak tree standing on Beaver Brook bank and from
thence over said brook of Philip Richardson and still northerly to a small
cak, marked by a heap of stones on the line between Capt. Philip Demerice,
still turning on said Richardson land to his corn house, and then easterly
across land of Jonathan Hopkinson and William Mackwell to Londonderry
road, and above road are laid out two rods wide.

1753 - Bridle Road - Also we have laid out a Bridle Road from this road
beginning at a pine tree near a certain swamp; thence through ye land of
the within named Mr, Parker, over the old causeway till it comes to ye
land of David Gage. A true record- Amos Gage, Town Clerk,

Feb, 12, 1773 -~ Nottingham West to Windham, Province of New Hampshire.
We the subscribers, Selectmen for said town proceed to lay out an
open highway two rods wide. We began at a highway west of John Hamblet's
house thence running northwesterly by heap of stones on southerly side of
said road and marked trees and so between lands of said John Hamblet and
so down to Beaver River where the bridge now stands, called Butler's
Bridge, and over said bridge and up the hill, as the path is now trodden
on the land of said Richardson, and so between Windham line and the land
of said Amos Richardson till we came to the highway laid out lately and
accepted by the town, which leads by the house of Ebenezer Richardson to
the said Windham line,

Selectment ---- William Campbell
Henry Richardson

1773 - Road to Haverhill.

We the subscribers proceeded to lay out a road. Beginning at the
road which leads to Haverhill nigh Daniel Gages and then by said Gage's
house as the road was formerly trod and then through Richard Barker's
land as the road was trod before, through the corner of said Barker's
and thence to Webster's land by a line of marked trees, through the
said Webster's land by a line of marked trees, through the said Webster's
land by a line of marked trees, to Ebeneza Webster's house.

Selectmen ~--- Amos Gage
James Gibson
Jacob Butler
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March 7, 1774 - Road to Salem.

Voted to fling up the road from Peirce Gage's to Salem line until
Salem opens their road to meet Pelham Road now flung up. Voted to
accept the road from Jeonathan Webster's to Dracut Line as a Bridle Road.

July 5, 1782 - Voted to rebuild the Great Bridge over Beaver Brook with
stones, between Lt., Thomas Hardy's and Mr. Marbles. Voted to choose
a committee of nine men to take care of all the bridges over Beaver
Brook and to have discressionary power, and to call upon the inhabitants
of the town to work on said bridges, and to see that every person does
their part. The Committee - Joshua Atwoeod, Aaron Wyman, Benjamin
Gage, Ezekil Merrill, Jacob Kemp, Abiel Barker, Ens. Thomas Spofiord,

James Gage, and Caledb RButler.

1775 ~ Voted that those persons that worked on the road from the Meeting
House to Lowell Bridge on Beaver Brook, should be allowed 15 s. old
tenor per day out of their last years Highway Rate.

Cetober 12, 1788 - Causeway Road - Transcript of road laid out by us the
uhscribers, Beginning at the Country Road near Mr. FEdward Coburn's

T2

1
house, thence extending North of said Coburn barn, thence nerth of an
old stone wall till it comes to a Causeway, thence nearly straight to a
poplar tree on the north of said road marked, and also a white cak mark-
ed, thence about Northeast to Mr. Jacob Marshes'® corner bound and a
tree near it being a black cak on the North marked H, thence about South-
east part of Jacob Marshes and part on Abel Webber's land till it strikes
the Country road near Mr. Jacob Marshes - the northerly bound being an
old pine stump with a large stone on it, the above road meant for a curve -
way two rods wide.
Note - Causeway - low swampy area. The road narrow and boggy. On
dark nights men on road were suppoesed to call out, so that only one
vehicle at a time went on that part of the read. There was only one lane
and to meet another vehicle was dangerous,

Nov., 8, 1788 -~ Transcript of a road laid out by us the subscribers.
Beginning at the Country Road that leads from Lt. Dawvid Butters to Capt.
David Cummings, thence easterly on the line between Mr. Elijah
Fletcher’s and Mr, Eben Barker, to a pair of bars, thence northerly

from said barn and westerly of a stone wall, and westerly of Deac. Gibbons
House and barn to a pair of bars North of i.t. Neven's barn leading out
Country Rgad to be two rods wide,

Selectmen --- Daniel Richardson
Benj. Hamblet

Qet. 12, 1788 -~ Transcript of a road laid out by us the Supervisors.
Beginning at Dracut Line near Mr. George Burns, thence extending
Northerly, as the road is now trod on, the line between John Butler Jr,
and James Richardson's land to a white oak marked H on the south side
of said road, thence running on James Richardson land to a large stone
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on the north of said road {rom thence to the Widow Richardson's house.
The above Toad meant to be two rods wide.

Selectmen --- Daniel Richardson
Benj. Hamblet

Feb. 16, 1789 - Griffin Road - Transcript of a road laid out by us the
subscribers- beginning at Mr. Samuel Griffin's house, thence as the road
is now trod to Jonathan Griffens House. Thence south of said Griffen's
barn, thence south of a line of marked trees, nearly as the road is trod,
through Quarter Master ¥Ferguson's and Mr. John Butler Jr.'s land till

it strikes Lt. William Wyman's land at a pair of bars, thence Easterly
south of a stone wall till it comes to said Wyman's cow yard, sd. road
leading out into Counti‘y Road between the cow yard and the corn house.
Said road meant to be a curve way two rods wide.

Selectmen ~-~ Daniel Richardson
Benjamin Hamblet

June 19, 1793 - Nottingham Line to Province Line {Mass. ).

We the subscribers Selectmen of said Pelham proceeded to lay out an
open highway two rods wide from Nottingham line to the road leading from
Joseph Hamblet's to the Province line. We began at or near the said
Nottingham, at white oak tree marked P, then running generally as the
old path is now trod, by a line of marked trees, then turning a little out
of the old path to the left hand by a line of marked trees, supposed to be
Coln, Tyng's land, thence running across a corner of John Butler's pine
land by a line of marked trees, and the most convenient place for a road,
it comes to the said Mr. Joseph Hamblet's - a pasture of the said Mr.
Hamblet about twenty rods - between the land of the said Mr. Hamblet
and said John Butler Jr. on Gumpas Brook to a pond on the one, and a
rod upon the other to the Country road first mentioned.

March ye 15, 1752 - We the subscribers of said town have proceeded to
lay out several open highways three rods wide. We began at the Pelham
Meeting House thence running northerly through the land of John
Ferguson by marked trees standing on the westerly side and thence
through the land of Mr., John Cookson and from thence to a white oak
tree standing on the Beaver Brook bank, and from thence over said
brook on the land of Philip Richardson and still northerly to a small oak
marked, and one road turns easterly by marked trees on the northerly
side of said road; and between Philip Richardson's house and barn, and
between Ezra Littlehales house and barn, and thence to Londonderry
Road; at the house of Isaac Littlehale's; and again beginning at said
small cak and running Northerly by marked tree, letter H; through land
of Isaac Littlehale, Fdward Wyman, Samuel Waldons, and Capt. Philip
Demerice and on the same course to the Southeast corner of Eleazer
Whiting's land and to the corner of Henry Richardson's land and from
thence turning Northwesterly to the said Whiting land to his house and to
Ebenezor Richardson's house and from thence to said Hutchinson land and
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between bim and Ebenezor Richardson till it comes to the land of Amos
Richardson, and still between them by marked trees to the Londonderry
line of marked irees marked on the westerly side of said road. Also
another open highway from John Ferguson's meadow fence till we came
into the above said highway near Edward Wyman's fence. We began at
said Ferguson's fence thence through the land of Mr., John Coockson, Col.
Brown, Thomas Wyman, and the Ministry land to the above said road by
a line of marked trees, marked on the westerly side of said road. Alsa,
another open highway from a certain ---- whence the above said road and
this reoad part till we come to the above ---- between the land of Col.
Brown and Mr. Cookson, thence through the said Joseph Hamblet's to
the above said read, by a line of marked trees marked on the north side

of said road. "

Note: Isaac Littlehale’s land was in the northern part of the town. His
name is preservead by the small tributary to Beaver Brook known as
Littlehale Brook. Huilchinson's name was given to a bridge over Beaver
Dreook, known as Hutchinson's Bridge., The road here described began at
the Meeting House and ran north furning te the left, road leading to
Flutchinson's farm, {(now Elsworth Smith's farm) continuing over brook at
H s Bridge, then north to the Londonderry Line. John Ferguson's
£ center disfrict, the Wyman property now owned by Doris

land was in the

Hayes the road known as PFurns Road leads to land of Joseph Hambief, who
together with John Butler owned Gage Flace now Zolkas's farm. This
road would encircle the Ceonter, Western and Northwestern part of the

towrn.,

Private graves of the Hutchinson family are in back of Herbert
SO TIONWT,

Eleazor Whiting'e place now properiy of Marion Atwood, formerly
owned by John Weodbury, then son of F.M., Woodbury.

"Reguest of the free-halders and inbabitants of said ftown to lay out
several open highways vizn: The first laid out three poles wide from land
of Moses Gage to land on Derry Road, near Golding's Saw Mill, We began
at Moses Gages land, thence through the land of David Jonss, Samuel
Barker, Benjamin Barker, John Colburn, through to Golding's Saw Mill,
to the above laid londonderry Road by a line of marked trees, marked on
the Southerly side of said road. "V '

"Likewise about five or six poles on land of Fdward Wyman, also
we laid ancother open line to the Province of Massachusetts,. We began at
the land of Joseph Rutler, thence we generally laid the road as it was
formerly laid oul by the town of Nottingham and old Dracut to Province
line, a line of marked trees, marked on the westerly side of said road."

"“Also another open highway from John Ferguson's meadow fence,
till we come into the above said highway near Edward Wyman's fence,
thence through said Ferguson, thence through land of Mr. John Cookson,
Col. Brown, Thomas Wyman and the Ministry land to the above said road,
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by a line of marked trees, marked on the westerly side of said road. "

The work rate in April 1749 was "twenty shillings per day old tenor
and ten shillings for oxen, old tenor." '"Voted to raise two hundred
pounds old tenor."

Bridges were greatly needed - 1759 ""voted to leave it to the fine
surveyors to build the bridges over Beaver Brook and Golden's Brook by
Golding's old sawmill. Each surveyor to work his proportior with his
men,

Bridges recently built had to be paid for so in April 15, 1776,
Ebenezor Webster was voted constable to collect and gather money to
build the other bridges over said brook. "Voted to raise forty pounds
lawful money to pay for the bridge lately built over Beaver Brook, nigh
the Meeting House, and also for the others yet to build., " "Voted two
shillings per day for men who did the work - one shilling for one yoke of
oxen per day.' '"Voted that the work shall be done in the month of May
and June. Same rate for future work and notify men who have done no
work, to repair and see the work is done. "
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THE WAR OF 1812
(Great Britian and United States of America)

Following the American Revolution the newly organized States watched
the former "Mother Country' with watchful eyes. The State of New Hamp-
shire feared encroachment on their frontier, and the city of Portsmouth
resented the British ships interfering with their shipping business and even
impressing American sailors into the service of the British Navy.

A strong militia was maintained and kept in readiness for defense in
case of attack, with drills, gunnery practice, and a well organized plan of
action. There was much trouble along the coast of Maine, then a part of
Massachusetts; Portsmoeuth, New Hampshire was kept in a state of anxiety
and on one occasion near panic because of rumor of attack from the sea,

The other area of activity was in the vicinity of Lake George and Lake
Champlain as expeditions {from Canada were expected. In fact, both sea
and land battles tock place on Lake Champlain and at Plattsburg, in which
the Biritish forces were forced to retive, Men from the western and northern
part of the State of New Hampshire joined with the Green Mountain Boys in
this area. Pelham men were engaged along the eastern coast of New Hamp-~

shire and Maine,.

These membors of the Militia who served in the War of 1812 enlisted
for short periods of time in most cases, some even served as substitutes,
Frivates received $10. 00 a month, Corporals $11.00, this caused the
Adjutant to present a plea for better pay for the men ready to defend the
peopis of the state with their lives, if necessary. He mentions the months
of labor sorting, filing, and arranging more than forty bushels of miscel~

laneous papers.

ROLL OF PELHAM SOLDIERS IN THE WAR OF 1812
Adjutant General's Report - MNew Hampshire

Capt. John Leonard's Co. When enlisted To what time Remarks
Frederick Hardy Aug. 17, 1812 Dec., 3, 1812 Pelham

Phiilehas Coburn 1 (R} £l 1 P Tt It

Capt. Jonathan Godfrey's Co. (page 159)

Samuel Pease Sept. 26, 1814 60 days H
Benjamin Ditson o " H a o
Simeon Atwood

Jﬂhﬂ Dlltt(}n ey [ " Tt [ %)
Amos Hadley " i v Died 10/23/1814 '
Nathan Gage o " ' 60 days '

ti 1 (R} LR ] '

Jonas Butrick
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Capt. Allen Goss's Co. When enlisted To what time Remarks
Corp. Elihalet Butler May 25, 1814 July 16, 1814 Pelham
Horris Grovesnor Corp. " " " " i ' "
Jacob Marshall, Musician " " ' ' " " ”
Privates

J’acob Butler (B L | Tt T LN 1 T
Ben‘]amin Coburn L] 1 Ty 1 T Te T
Benjamin chase " T 17 T i T 11
Thomas Merrill 11t LR it T e rt "
Enos Hardy 11 1t 1t rt Tt LA t

Samuel M. Richardson, Major - Adjutant General's Report - Military
History. page 228

""These were officers detached and present at Portsmouth, but without
any command., At least, if they had any, the rolls of their troops have not
been found. I am inclined of the opinion that they were supernumeraries,
detached for the purpose of locking after the troops in their regiments or
brigades. One such officer was Samuel Richardson, Major. (Five others
were listed.}"

"Samuel Richardson was of Pelham, where he was a well known farmer.
He was Major of the 2nd Batallion of the 8th Regiment in 1814 - 15; Lieuten-
ant Colonel of the same in 1816 - 17, and Colonel in 1818 - 19, He was
appointed Brigadier General in 1819, and resigned in 1820. He was Senator
in 1830, and again in 1835. He was a brother of Chief Justice William M.
Richardson (deceased). He was a man of integrity and commanded the
respect of all who knew him. He died at Pelham on March 11, 1850, aged
eighty-two years. " ' '

Note - Samuel Richardson's and Gen. Joshua Atwood's (Militia) oil portraits .
burned in Town Hall fire of 1906.

The Town Records contain several references to requirements ''if
soldiers marched' and the necessity of supporting the Militia.

Soldiers from Pelham in the War of 1812- Memorial Room- Pelham
Public Library. '

Atwood, Simeon Coburn, Phinehas Hardy, Enos
Butler, Eliphalet Ditson, Benjamin Hardy, Frederick
Butler, Jacob Dutton, John Marshall, Jacob
Butrick, Jonas Gage, Nathan Merrill, Thomas
Chase, Benjamin Grosvenor, Horris Pease, Samuel
Coburn, Benjamin Hadley, Amos Richardson, Samuel

Webster, John

Enos Hardy - The story is told of Enos Hardy, Mammoth Road - late
days having an infected toe, and not believing in doctors, placed his foot on
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the chepping block and cut it off with his axe. He recovered from his self-
inflicted operation. {M,E, H.)

UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT - WAR OF 1812

(Regarding Samuel Butler enlisted scldier in the United States Army}

A letter written by Mr. Fred Spofford, Castine, Mass. 1 o his
brother Mr. Dudley Spofford, Pelham, N,H. regarding Samuel Butler,
son of Jacob Butler, enlisted in the United States Army, two or three
years previous, and stationed at Wiscopett and Portsmouth.

Deer Isle
June 12, 1812

"About the middle of April last, twelve soldiers were sent to
Castine, to keep in the new fort, at that place, Butler was one of them.
I was informed that his appearance then was guite melencholy and de-
jected, and at some timme he was considered delerious, he remained
there within about the 25th of April, a space of about ten days, when
Butler was missing, and it was supposed he had deserted his post and
gone Eastward. No information however, could be obtained of him
until about the 4th of June, when the dead body of Butler was taken up
in the stream, about a mile below Castine Fert, in a salmon vet and
appeared to have been in the water about the tirme Butler had been miss-~
ing. The body was examined and known to be the body of Butler from
his dress and several other marks, also from his features (they not
being disfigured). The opinion is that Butler voluntarily drowned him-
self by leaping from the walls of the fort.

I did not see Butler myself while at Castine, but have the in-
formation from respectable gentlemen at Castine, and for myself
think it unquestionable.

This must be unwelcome news to his connections, but I hope you
will communicate the circumstances to them immediately.

I have the pleasure to inform you that our small family is very
well., Brother Paul is in Bosteon as Rep. to the General Court. You
will doubtless see him before he returns.

Mrs. Spofford unites with me in expressing our best wishes to
vou and all our conunections at Pelham.

1 . .
~ Maine, formerly a Province of Massachusetts, became a separate

state in 1820,
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Please write me as soon as this 13 received and believe me to be
with high esteem. "

Your very affectionate brother,
(address to Castine) . ¥Fred Spofford
June 15

Mr. Dudley Spofford
Pelham, N.H.

* This letter was carefully folded, sealed with wax, dated as indicated
above, and now in possession of Frances Hobbs.
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A THIRTEENTH NEW HAMPSHIRE VOLUNTEER
IN THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC AND
ARMY OF THE JAMES

1862-1865

BY

Charles William Hobbs

Pelham, New Hampshire

Note: - Essay found in my Father's desk copied by C. Frances Hobbs,
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A THIRTEENTH NEW HAMPSHIRE VOLUNTEER
IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION

More than fifty years ago the boom of rebel guns firing upon Fort
Sumpter, awoke the loyal north to the fact that war was upon us- a war of
brother against brother. The descendants of the men who had won our
independence, on the bloody fields of the Revolution, were to meet in con-
flict on still more bloody fields.

The news that the secession batteries had commenced firing on
Fort Sumpter caused the North to rise in masses and offers of men,
money, vessels, and munitions of war poured in to the nation's leaders.
Meetings were held in almost every city and town in the north, and
volunteers by the thousands offered their services.

At that time the length and severity of the conflict was little dreamed
of even by the leaders on either side. Secretary Seward thought the re-
bellion could be quelled in ninety days, with 75,000 men. When it proved
400, 000 loyal men lost their lives in conflict.

On the nineteenth of April, 1861, the Massachusetts 6th. Regiment,
the first troops to reach the city of Washington, were attacked by a mob
of secession sympathizers in Baltimore, and a number of men were killed
and wounded. This still more excited the North. Troops were raised,
armed as fast as possible and sent to the front.

Companies were organized and drilled., In our town the young men
and boys met once or twice a week and were drilled by one of our Pelham
boys, who at that time was an officer in a military company in Nashua.
Later he went to the front with the 3rd. New Hampshire, and rose to the
command of a company, Captain Charles Burnham.

Men from Pelham enlisted in different regiments, as troops were
called for and went to the front. In the next year, 1862, when 300, 000
more men were called for, after the bloody peninsular campaign, the
people of Pelham had a meeting to encourage enlistments. After stirring
speeches by the prominent men of the town, 26 men and boys of Pelham
enlisted and were assigned to Co. 13 th., N.H., Volunteers. This was
the largest number of men that went from the town in any one command.
Their experiences may be typical of every organization that was upon the
firing line,

After enlisting, the squad, with the Regiment, encamped at Concord,
N.H., and were there drilled, and in time, equipped with uniforms and
arms, but at first were armed with cord wood sticks for guns. The routine
of the camp, the food and restrictions were something new to most of the
men, but was submitted to gracefully. Visitors were plenty and the men
enjoyed themselves in various ways in leisure time.
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On one October day, after having received our arms, we marched to
Concord, and in the State House yard were presented with our colors by the
Governor cof the State.

Three years later those colors were returned to the State that gave
them, torn and shattered by shot and shell, grimed by the smoke of battle
and stained by the blood of brave men who died under their folds,

Soon we were ordered to the front and taking cars at Concord, we
arrived at Nashua, and there were met by shouting, cheering, and crying
thousands, Nashna was the home of the Col. and Lt. Col. of the regiment,
and our Co, was composed mostly of Nashua and Pelham men.

We were met by many from Pelham, and after marching through the
city, were served a bountiful dinner, and taking the train left the good old
Giranit State, many to never see it again, Cheering thousands met us at
all the principal places. When we arrived in New York the Sons of New
Mampshire in N, Y., met us on Broadway and presented the Regiment with
a beautiful Staie Flag.

On arrcival at Philadelphia we were immediately taken to the "Cooper
shop'; and, as every other soldier going through that city, were fed and
given every attention possible., Marching through that city in the evening,
we found the streets were thronged with cheering crowds of men and ladies,
ur guns and knapsacks were carried by enthasiastic men and boys and
ladies. It seemed almost like leaving home again when we took cars for

Balitimore,

Up to this time our train was of the best, but from here to Washington
we were crowded into cattle cars., PBaltimore recelved us with closed doors
and windows, with deserted streets, except for the colored people. Arriv-
ing at Washington we were sent across the long bridge and were on the
szpcred soil of Virginia. Now began in earnest the making of a military
machine {rom raw material. Drills, marches, reviews, work on forts,
and excursions on picket, kept us busyv all the time - until of a drizzly
December morning we commenced our march through a part of Maryland,
to join an army of the Potomac near Fredericksburg. After a strenuous
march we joined the Army of the Potomac near Aquia Creek, there being
at that time about six inches of snow on the ground. With no tents and
only bklankets, we were as uncomiortable as we cared to be. The snow
went away quickly and the army moved to take Fredericksburg. Back of
this city General Lee, with the Army of Virginia, was entrenched on the
range of hills.

This was our {first battle and fortunately for us we were not put in
until almost night, when under a tremendous fire of shells, and cannons,
we plunged into a ravine and crossing a railread track behind which we
had reformed, made an assault upon Mary's Heights where the fight had
raged fiercest all day long, We gained the crest of the hill in the dark but,
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the works were so strong and well manned that we had to retire, although
in good order. The next day we lay in the city with the expectation of mak-
ing another attack, but, officers of more judgement than Gen. Burnside
persuaded him to give up the idea of attacking that accomplished soldier,
Gen. L.ee, upon his own chosen ground. *

Crossing back over the river we encamped and spent most of the
winter in Smokey Hollow. Shelter tents, only one-half rations most of the
time, homesickness, rainy weather with snow, ice, and mud made this the
most uncomfortable part of our experience. We picketed one side of the
Rappahannock River with the rebels on the other. The pickets were usually
iriendly and many exchanged little floats with a sail, that would cross the
river by judicious setting of the sail. Of course, it would sometimes come
to grief, but many pounds of coffee and tobacco crossed that way.

We were detached from the Army of the Potomac, and with other
troops placed under the command of Gen. B.F. Butler and called the Army
of the James, and were sent to relieve the town or city of Suffolk, then
beseiged by Gen. Longstreet. Gen. Longstreet was forced to abandon
the seige and we were stationed that summer near Portsmouth, Va., mak-~
ing threatened attacks upon Richmond and other places. Our spare time
was used building forts, roads and entrenchments to repel a rebel advance
upon Portsmouth and Norfolk.

Gen. Butler had his headquarters at Norfolk which was the largest
city in that part of Virginia and was secessionist to the very core. Butler
used his New Orleans discipline upon the most obdurate ones and soon had
a well behaved and orderly city.

In the early spring of 1864, Gen. Grant, having been given full
command of the Union Armies, ordered a general advance of all Union
troops. From that time until the close of the war there was almost a
continual battle in some part of the country. Sherman in the far southwest,
Grant on the North and east of Richmond, and Butler on the south of
Richmond and Petersburg where the final struggle was to take place.

An Army of the Potomac crossed the Rapidan, Sherman struck
for Atlanta, and the Army of the James marched part way up the peninsu-
iar, and then took transports up the James River to City ¥Foint, a few rniles
below Petersburg, landed in boats, driving away a small force of rebels
stationed at that point. Advancing immediately upon the railroad connect-
ing Petersburg and Richmond, the 13th. was soon engaged, and for some
days met determined opposition until the rebels were forced back to their
works at Petersburg and Fort Darlington, on the south bank of the James
River.,

We were in light marching order, shelter tents and rubber blankets
only for protection from the weather which most of the time was rainy.

* (Corporal Charles led his company from field, all higher officers killed
or having disappeared.) C.F. H,
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For two days we were on the skirmish line; the water in the swamps and
creek where we were most vigorously opposed was knee deep and over., It
was garly in May, and cold at that, not 2 dry thread on any of us, and many
attacked with fever and ague and no chance to be cared for or to care for
themselves., Lay down and sieep on the wet ground, and if in a hollow,
likely to be full of water on waking.

At last, Fort Darlington in plain view and two companies ordered to
drive their skirmishers in from the front of the fork., ¥Forming under
cover of the weoods, at the extreme right of the fort, the commander of
the skirmish line, an officer of the 118th. N.,Y., very generously gave
our Captain the honor of having the right of the line, thus bringing us in
front of the barracks outside the fort which were well manned by rebel
soldiers. The bugle scounded the advance by the right flank and down the
road we went under a storm of bullets, that now it doesn't seerm possible
that anyone could escape~ but most of us did and in a few moments we
were golng in one end of the barracks while the ""rebs' were going out
the other. We closed up on the fort and thought it would surely be taken
when our artillery came up in range, but it didn't come, and after hold-
ing our place till the second day, we were relieved and sent back a very
short distance to the cuter line of the rebel works arouand the fort for a
nignts sleep. About 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning, when all was still, we
were awakened by volley after veolley on cur right and the rebel yell rang

out above the fiving.

Beauregard and Johnson, under cover of heavy fog, had surprised
out line on the right, and were in among ouvr men before they were fairly
awakened. In our front, as it becarne light, cur skirmishers came in
with & few prisoners and soon the charging column broke from the woods
in our front, and with rebel vell came down on us. Three times they
tormed and charged but the 10th. and the 13th. N.H, repulsed them hoth
titmes, and then by orders, after as we thought having won the battle,
slowly and steadily fell back on the other end of the line. The attack
was more successiul there, but it was really a drawn battle.

Sooun after this our corps was detached from the Army of the James
and sent by steamer to join Gen. Grant, who was then fighting near the
wilderness. We joined his army and opened the bloody battle of Cold
Harbor.

We arrived at the field about 6 o'clock and immediately werte
aordered te attack Hills and Longstreets' Corp. who were driving Sheridan,
who had only cavalry and light batteries. We had marched more than
thirty miles over dusty roads in a terrible hot sun, and for the last
three miles on the double quick, for Sheridan's couriers kept coming with
foaming horses shouting "Hurry up your men. Sheridan is badly used
up. ' '""’hrow away everything but your arms and ammunition, "' said the
Captain. Down the open field went the skirmishers across a small
brook, on the other side of which was a Virginia rail fence, behind which
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was the rebel shirmish line. Volley after volley greeted us but, did not
stop our advance.

It was a close call but, the fence was gained and in the rush we almost
went into the first line of the rebel works. The main body of our men
charged desperately for the rebel line; but, it was strongly manned and
gallantly defended with the result that the rebels held the works and more
than 3, 000 men of our corps, of 13,000 were killed and wounded. This
happened in less than an hour. We, in the advance, held our position and
during the night dug entrenchments enough to protect ourselves with our
bavyonets and tin plates for shovels.

The next day we lay in front of the rebel line, a rebel battery in our
direct front; and by firing 250 rounds of ammunition for each man, kept
down the rebel gunners. Works were thrown up and for two long, weary
weeks we dug and fought day and night and then were hustled away for
FPetersburg again.

We took beoats at White House Landing and went down the Pamunkey
and up the James and Appomattox Rivers and landed at midnight, at
3 o'clock started up the plank road for Petersburg. This was called a
plank road, we all thought, because it needed planking. A colored
regiment had the advance and soon found the rebels in a small redout
of two guns, which they attacked, and with the help of the cavalry, drove
the rebels away. We were immediately advanced and marching up the
road were greeted with canister at short range from Battery 5, the most
advanced oif the works at Petersburg. All day the fight was between the
skirmishers of the two armies. Troops were supposed to be coming
until at about 6 in the P, M. of June 15, 1864, the 13th. was ordered to
assault.

A short run - a rush ~ a scramble up the face of the fort so steep
that we had to drive in a bayonet to climb up by, while a part of the
regiment circled to the rear. Battery 5 with 2i2 prisoners, 6 cannons,
and ammunition was our Col.'s. For this successful attack our Col.
was made a Brig. Gen. The Johnnies were, some of them, cooking
supper when the assault was made so some of the boys made a hearty
meal from Rebel Johnnycake, for they didn't have much else. Other
troops came up, but the army of Gen. Lee came also, and after a few
days of attacks and advances the Seige of Petershurg commenced and
continued until that April day when Lee, finding himself outflanked,
left his works to cut his way out to the South, but was met at Appomattox.

On the first of May when our campaign commenced we had between
700 or 800 men- on the 15th. day of June, 120 men reported for duty.

The story of the Seige of Petersburg would fill a volume. It was
a continuous battle, not a day but what there was more or less firing.
Many desperate assaults upon both sides. Trenches were dug, traverses
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constructed, forts built, mines and countermines fired, hombproofs
built, and a continual cannade from some part of the long line. The tour
of duty in the trenches was four days. No shelter of any kind from either
sun or rain- night or dav- rations of salt pork and hard tack and only
three hours sleep- usually, not that., The summer sun beoiled in upon us;
rifle shot and shell flew over us; mortar bursting among us and a rifle
shot every time A head was shown above the works. In some places the
works were so near that a stone could be fired from one line into the
other. MNo outposts were kept up in the daytime but, at night videttes
were in front of each army. These would go from each line at the sarmne
time. It was the unwritten law, and always lived up to, not to fire on
these from either side., The vidette pits were but a few yards apart and
the two parties would sometimes talk together for a time, until someone
would say, "Get in vour heoles Yanks'" or "Get under cover Johnnies' and

every man was down and the truce was over.

Many times a white flag would be shown from one side or the other.
If answered in the same maunner men would meet between the two lines
by the hundred and trading would be going on. Coffee for tobacce would
be Lhe usual trade with exchange of papers., All through the long hot
sununer we toiled, dug, skirmished, and lived in the trenches, some-
times filled with water by the fearfiul showers, and again dry as dust and
burning like an oven. The fall and winter were more endurable. During
the summer and {all, besides the regular seige we were engaged in the
assanlt at the mine under Burnside, and had the advance on the assault
and capture of Fort Harrison, a strong work of 40 guns, carried by
asgault., In the assault cur Gen. of Division, Burnside, of Maine, was
willed in the ditch; our Brig. Stevens very severely wounded so our Lit.
Cecl. had command of the Brigade, as senior officer,

On the last day of the Rebellion we were among the first troops in
Richmond and ours was the first Regimental flag of the Union Armies to

enter that city,

Charles William Hobbhs -~ 13th. N.H, Valunteers
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LETTERS FROM A 13th. NEW HAMPSHIRE VOLUNTEER
IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION 1862-1865

Charles William Hobbs Co., I 13th. New Hampshire

Organized and reported by his daughter - C. Frances Hobbs 1962-1965
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IETTERS FROM A THIRTEENTH NEW HAMPSHIRE VOLUNTEER
IN WAR OF THE REBELLION 1862-1865

There they were in Grandfather's desk, and another lot in the fop
drawer of the old fashioned bureau in the attic. Letters carefully preserved
through the years by loving father, mother, sister, young brother, and
Aunt Jane,

Reading these letters written by my father, a youth of seventeen,
who enlisted as a volunteer, on June 22, 1862, at a rally conducted by
Capt. Charles Burnham, a native of Pelham, but working in Nashua and a
member of the State Militia, made the life of a soldier real. Two more of
the Burnham cousins Willis and Edward enlisted at the same time.
Edward and Chariles Hobbhs were tent mates.

Charles Hobbs, son of Moody Hobbs and Elisabeth Spofford Hobbs,
had completed his schooling in District No. 1, and attended a High School
conducted by Miss Mary Gage and Miss Mary Richardson in the hall over
John Woodbury's store, which attracted pupils from Pelham and neighbor-
ing towns. These two scholarly and dedicated women made a lasting
impression upon their pupils, and continued to be interested in them

through life, N

HMis letters tell of camp experiences, long marches, picket duty,
battles, field and general hospitals, as every one of the Pelham boys ex-
perienced hospitalization because of battle wounds, frozen lirabs, e¢xposure
to weather, poor food and disease. Distribution centers seemed unneces -
sarily filthy, living quarters usually rude shelters which the men built of
any material they could forage. Shelters were not suitable for winter
weather in Virginia.

He tells of vigits to the hospital to see Pelham boys, and of their
visits to him during a long hospitalization., The loyalty of these comrades
to one another continued throughout life., Living together, sharing dangers
and hardships, enduring the discouragement of defeat or the exhilaration
of success, molded them into the fraternal fellewship of the Grand Army of
the Republic, which exerted great influence in the affairs of the nation in
later years.

The character of this soldier is revealed in his letters- keen judg-
ment, appreciation of fine leadership, admiration of General Stevens, and
the 13th New Hampshire; disgust with drunkenness and cowardice, dis-
trust of certain censors, and great respect for General lLee's leadership
upon his home grounds’ territory.

Love of home and everything about the farm is shown in every letter,
He asks for Grandma, whorn he recalled sitting by the fireplace telling
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stories of early days in Pelham. ILetters to his father were carefully
written, as Moody Hobbs who had been Senator from the 7th District
was the educated member of the family, well versed in law and survey-
ing, interested in reading, and debating in the L.yceum - to mother he
sent thanks for her good cooking - encouragement to younger brother
Winthrop - best of all to his dear sister Mary, a young woman of great
love and understanding to whom he confided his thoughts, joys, and
SOTTOWS,

VOLUNTEERS FOR THREE YEARS SERVICE AT THE PELHAM RALLY

Cafnp Colby - near Concord, New Hampshire

The twenty -seven young men had volunteered for three years ser-
vice at a rally in Pelham. Capt. Charles Burnham, a native son of
Pelham, but working in Nashua and a member of the State Militia, carmne
to Pelham ''to raise a company.'" They were mustered in by August
1862. This was Pelham's answer to the call of the President Lincoln on
July 1, 1862, at the instance of the governors of the seventeen loyal
states, for three-hundred thousand volunteers to put down the rebellion.

Charles Hobbs, seventeen years of age, was one of the young men
whose parents had to appear before Lieutenant Smith and give permission.
His birthday was in November and he is listed as eighteen in the record.

Moody Hobbs, father of Charles, had served as State Senator from
District 7, and was familiar with Concord and the capital buildings. He
accompanied the boys there leaving them at the Inn. The boys went to
their quarters, set up tents, cleared around them, and went to bed. Sleep
was impossible because of the noise, loud talk, and swearing such as the
boys had never heard, from recruits who had imbibed freely. One of
their group snored so loud and noisily that Charles and Ed Burnham pick-
ed him up, blanket and all, and threw him into another tent.

On Sunday, twenty of this group were given fatigue duty and immedi-
ately started for Concord -~ some went to "meeting'' but Charles made a
tour of public buildings, the State House, State Prison, and Court House.
Returning to camp they were set to work mowing brush, digging out
stumps, and lugging brush. This was the hardest day's work on Sunday
the boys had ever experienced. In Pelham Sunday was definitely a day of
rest with only necessary work attempted. -

Much time was spent in drilling, at first with sticks of cord wood.
Recruits were instructed by officers and each man was given a physical
examination. In Charles's paper, A Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteer,
he describes the march to Concord on October 11, 1862. In the afternocon
the colors, the State Flag, National Flag, and two guidons were presented
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to the Thirteenth New Hampshire by Secretary of State, Hon. Allen Tenncy,
in front of the State House, These colors were to be carried through the
thick of battle and were the first to be carried through the city of Richmond
The 13th. was armed with Springfield rifles with bayonets, weighing nine
pounds. : '

On October 6th the Regiment left Camp Colby at 4 a. m., and Concord
Irepot at 7 a.m., entrained for Nashua where they were served breakfast,
the gift of the City of Nashua. Singing - "We are coming Father Abraham -
three-hundred thousand more’ the 13th marched past the residence of Col.
Stevens and IL.t. Col. Bowers. The Pelham folks were among ths cheering,
weeping throng assembled to say farewell - to many forever.

Charles' family had driven over the Hudson hills - Moody Hobbs,
his father; Flisabeth Spofford Hobbs, his mother; young brother Winthrop;
Mary, a voung mavrried sister with Enoch Marsh, her husband. Later
Mary described the farewell as the saddest parting imaginable -~ one she
would not wish to repsat.

The route taken - by train to Worcester, Mass.,, then Allyns' point
on the Thames River; embarking on "The City of Boston" at 8 p, m. on a
bezautiful moonlight night; Jersey City at 4 a.m. on October 7th. They
then took cattle cars for Philadelphia.

A highlight of the trip was the reception received in Philadelphia.
The soldiers were fed at ""Cooper ShopVolunteer Refreshment Salon''
established and supported by Wm. M. Cooper and a few friends since
April 1861, As they marched through the city to entrain for Baltimore
and Washington through cheering crowds, patriotic young people marched
with them, shouldering their rifles. A spirited teen-aged girl marched
beside Charles, insisting on shouldering his rifle. The soldiers never
forgot the encouragement given them by the city of Philadelphia, as they
""facing disease, exposure, pain and dismemberment and death" entrain-
ed for the South.

At last they reached Washington, where they bivouaced on the
capital grounds, in the rain and mud, without shelter.

First Impressions and Experiences at Camp Chase - Oct, 14, 1862 --

"We got to Washington Wednesday night, and there they put us in
the room where soldiers sleep. We didn't stay there long as the floor
of the building was all covered with lice and fleas. Our company and the
rest went out and slept on the ground. The next day we marched out here.
It was as hot as any day last summer, and the dust beat all - I could
hardly see the third man from me it was so thick. The next morning we
began to move our baggage and by night were in tents but nothing to lie
on. The camp was on a hill about 1/2 mile from our first stopping place.
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My shoulder got so lame that I could hardly move - then I went foraging. "

"Our camp is about a mile from the Arlington House, where the Rebel
Gen. Lee used to live, and we go over to his spring to get water. This is
the most desolate country I ever saw. Everything is gone but two or three
houses, two or three miles apart., There is no grass or trees. The
ground is worn by soldiers tramping around, no grass or trees as hundreds
of acres of trees have been cut down so as to give the guns of the fort a
good range. There are four or five forts here and the hills for miles are
covered with forts, "

"There have been troops paésing here bound for Harpers' Ferry or
near there. A New York regiment, in camp within a quarter of a mile of
us, went off and we didn't know anything about it for two or three days.
That's the way the movement of troops is conducted we don't know any-
thing that is going on, not half as much as you do in Pelham. '

"We have been used pretty mean - hard bread so full of maggots that
we couldn't eat it no more than we could eat corruption. Good bread now,
as the officers made a fuss.

"Orders came when an orderly of Gen. Casey rode up, as the men
were finishing Batallion drill, and gave the Colonel a paper. If Pelham
people knew of the order they wouldn't sleep as sound tonight as they will.
'Stack arms and march to quarters- supper- then back to get arms-~ sleep
on arms, and keep all equipment on- have guns where you can lay hold of
them at a moments warning.' The boys are all ready for the fray and if
the 13th doesn't do its duty I don't know who will. "

The letter continues on Wednesday morning - October 15, 1862 -
""Last night was a false alarm although the rebels are supposed to attack

us "n

October 26, 1862 - Camp Chase, Arlington Heights

A rainy day gave the boys a chance to write, so Charles wrote to
his father asking him, ''"Please send some papers and write a long letter,
Charles Wheeler is getting along well now. He has been pretty sick, and
is still sick but gaining.'" '"We have been to Upton Hill, five miles from
here., We went eight miles, it seemed to be up hill and the sun was hot.
A pretty tired set of boys we were.'" They were living in little houses
with five men crowded in and have to squeeze to lie down.

""Back to camp, then taking our tents on our backs moved about 1/2
mile to our present position, where we had to lie on the ground two or
three nights. Then Mike Tulley and I went out and found the Government
Horse Hospital where there are hundreds of sick and disabled horses.
Each of us took as much hay as we could carry and made for our camp
as fast as we could. We have a good nest of hay to lie on now and are
guite comiortable, I expect that we shall have to move soon. ™
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"We are about three rniles from Long Bridge - we have a detail every -
day to go down and guard it. We drill pretty steady now- Batallion Drill in
forenocon ~ 9to 12; Company Drill - 2 to 4:30 p.m.; Dress Parade at 5 p. m.

then supper. "

Charles wrote Mary on the same rainy Sunday-

"Virginia mud is so soggy and sticky that it sticks like wax and you
can hardly lift your feet, it clings so. The Captain has ordered men to stay
in tents unless compelled to go out on duty. This means that you have to go
out to post the guards, then be alert if a guard calls for relief, '

"We drill three hours in the forenocon and three hours in the afterncon
under a West Point Cadet, Lieut. Penrose. We have to {ly around, I tell
you. A soldier’s satisfaction is that he makes the officers hop. If they
don't do it just right they have to take it worse than the men. "

"Writing on a cheese box cover with another man is difficult, then
completing the letter lying on the hay in the tent, writing on your housewife,
and a handy thing it is too. Thank you Mary for all you have done for me.
Please send me New Hampshire or New England papers. Tell little Charlie
that I will send him a piece of a bullet,”

November 2, 1862 - On Picket Duty:

Rumors of spending the winter at Camp Chase were soon proved false,
The men did not relish remaining in such a desoclate piace long. Returning
from picket duty at Falls Church on Sunday night he found a letter from
Mary. On Wednesday night more guard duty.

"Saturday morning we had orders to start about ten o'clock and march-
ed to Fairfax Seminary and stopped, we thought for the night. No sconer
than we had unslung our knapsacks we had orders to sling our blankets and
start out on picket. Well we started, 5 Co. of our Regt., and the way we
went to Falls Church was a caution. More than half of the way we had to
run, as the officer who was posting us was on horse back, and in a great
hurry, as it was getting late at night, and they were a little afraid that the
"Rebs' would get around in that direction, as they had captured a train of
cars near there the night before. They are getting a little ugly out on cour
front, and are trying to give the brave Sigel a whipping, but they couldn't
do it. "'

"We have to stand on picket duty the same as in camp, only we don't
have to walk any, just stand and watch. I didn't sleep any Friday night,
and only part of Saturday night, and didn’'t have but a small loaf of bread
from ¥Friday night to Saturday night. I was hungry Saturday night, but
after rolling up in my blanket and lying down in the cedar woods, I soon
forgot evervthing. It was awful cold that night as we couldn't have a fire
in the night. "

"Sunday morning, about six o'clock, I started with one of the Titcomb
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boys and went to a house close by our picket line, routed up the folks, and
got them to get us some breakfast., A good breakfast it was, too!"

"We had coffee and milk to drink, nice warm biscuits, fried ham and
mackrel, and some of the nicest things I ever ate, corn doggers or hoe
cakes. They are nice. Besides we had nice sweet butter, and something
I never ate before on the Znd day of November, raw fresh tomatoes cut up
in vinegar. I saw apple blossoms on a tree Sunday as we came in from
Picket, but I couldn't get it. I'll send a little cedar bough to you from
Virginia."

Answering an inguiry from his father in a later letter, Charles assured
him that "'the family who served him breakfast for 25¢ said they were Union, "
({But they all say that around here.) The white women did the cooking, a
black wench the cleaning and such chores. ''She was so black that she made
Dr. Burmington look milk white.' Dr. Burmington was a negro doctor in
Pelham, specializing in herbs. In his imposing home on Mammoth Road he
had a dispensary with built in shelves and cupboards. He was a respected
member of the community.

Charles commented on brother Winthrop's and cousin Otis' comments
about the reported soldiers’ diet. He assured the boys that when they be-

come really hungry they would eat anything, or even be driven to steal.

November 15, 1862 - In the woods on Picket Duty- Guard asleep:

"Our Regiment is now on Picket Duty. We came this forenoon and are
to stay 48 hours. We were tired and thirsty, but built a fire and set to work
making coffee. That with the bardtack and salt pork made us a good meal,

I tell you. I brought along a lot, a pound of sugar, a couple of pounds of
salt pork, a loaf of bread, and 10 or 12 hardtacks, so there is no danger
of starving."

The previous Saturday night "when going out to post the guard, I
found a fellow asleep at his post. I reported him as I was obliged to the
Officer of the Guard. The next morning the officer reported him to the
Colonel's headquarters. The Colonel asked me two or three questions,
and after hearing how it was ordered charges be preferred then, and they
be court-marsheled. The next morning I had a short notice served on me
which ordered me to make my appearance at the Colonel’s headquarters.
Pretty sudden, but was of no account as the court was postponed. The
fellow I reported was mad at me for doing it, but I couldn't help for [
would have been reported if I hadn't., He vows that he will shoot me if he
ever gets the chance, but that doesn't worry me. "

""'Sunday morning the order, Znd relief fall in. We went about 2
miles from the reserve to station the men at 3 p.m. Stayed there until
7 a.m. when we went back to the reserve. No sleep until 3 p.m. No fires
allowed so had to eat the salt pork raw, but managed to have enough fire
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at the station to make hot tea and coffee. My hands are so cold I can't
write well, 25 vou can judge. Since we came on picket this morning [
have been through the woods and got a lot of persimmons and ate them,

They are nice I tell you."

November 19, 1362 - Life at Camp Casey - Fairfax Seminary:

Charles described picket duty and the way it was organized. "'"Two
cormpanies were put together A & C under the command of Capt., Graulman,
and divided into three reliefs - lst, -2nd. - and 3rd. 7The reliels were kept
at headguarters. TFour men are postaed between picket and headguarters,
to carry messages and give the alarm. Our men weare kept out on picket
iinez, about & mile from headguarters. Pickets are on post for four hours

i

at a time, then off ¢ight hours.

ra sick. The seldiers training was strenuocus.

put us arcound as fast as we could run for two or
zimant has about 300 ou the sick list and it will be
s differently. Can't get out more than 300 men
{244 this p.m. ). Only about 500 men in Regiment it for daty,

Py

L

"Father asked how oid Gen. Casey was. He is as much as 60. He
tooks about as old as Uncle Fryve Gage does. His head is bald on top, the

tle hair bhe has is white as snow. HMHe 1s not a very good looking General,
[N

ride 3 horse abowul as good as old Tige, not a bit better.
"Chever Gage and Gilmman Webster arve in the hospital now but, I

shouldn't wonder 1f Lieut., Smith got his discharge. I guess Smith was

1

pretiy fived of going to wars.
~Thanksgiving at Camp Casey -

Nov., 20, 186< -~ Mud ankle deep:

"Mud is ankle deep arcund our comp, and there is no way of getting
it off our boots. Qur tent looks worse than our hog pen ever did., OQOur
hegs have a cleaner, dryer place to sleep, and they have straw to sleep on
d we don't., How guickly cur boys would tumble into cur hog pen to sleep.
We have pretty hard tiznes but, they haven't discouraged me vet, T am
sending this by Lieut. Smith. ™

MNowv., 27, 1862 -~ Thanksgiving at Camp Casey:

Charles wrote to his brother Winthrop: "I don't see much Thanks-
giving about it, only there is no duty to do except ciean up the street, and
that is enough, I vow. As usual the dinner was fried salf pork, salt
enough to keep through all ages of eternity! But we down with it, "
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Thinking of New England Thanksgiving he wrote, "If some of the
Pelham turkeys and chickens were out here they would get disposed of
pretty soon. What I want though is some of mother's mince pies. Oh,
wouldn't they taste good!" -

Nov. 30, 1862:

""Now we have just fixed up living quarters we are ordered to pick
up and leave. Today, Sunday had to go through inspection for nothing.
They kept us standing for almost three hours with knapsacks on, then
have guns, cartridges, knapsacks inspected.’ "You used to say a
middleaged man was a great deal better than a young man, but it "ain't
so''. Take it as a general thing a'young man stands it better, as Kim
Chaplin, too old to stand life in the army."

Ever interested in home and things his younger brother was doing
he wrote the lad, 'l want you to tell me how the horses and colts are
doing. I want to know as much as when I was at home, OT more. If
school has begun tell me how you like the Master, and how the scholars

behave. "
-The Battle of Fredericksburg-

Dec. 17, 1862 - '""On the march along since the first day of
December, so no letters received until Dec, 17th. Your letter sister
Mary, feared we were in a dangerous place when you wrote, but I tell
you we have been in a dangerous place since then. ™

"We marched from Washington through Maryland to ¥redericksburg.
All we had to eat since we started was salt pork and hard bread, but we
had plenty of coffee, so we got along pretty well. "

"Thursday the bombardment of the city began and we were kept
drawn up in line of battle all day, and at night crossed the pontoon
bridge and laid in a lumber yard, in the city of Fredericksburg all the
remainder of the night. I wish you could have seen the city the next
morning. Of all the looking places, that beats all, It was a beautiful
city once, I would judge, but our shot and shell riddled it all to pieces.
The houses were full of shot holes and plenty of shells around. Rebels
lying around too, one with his head all but his chin shot off, another
with eyes shot away. " '

"Friday morning was still, no firing going on. The soldiers busied
themselves picking up stuff and rumaging the houses. They took feather
beds, chairs and other furniture out of the houses and scattered them
around the streets. [ saw nicer furniture in the streets than there is in
any house in Pelham. "
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“"Along in the afternocon our batteries on the opposite side of the
river, began to fire on the rebels back of the city, and the shells they sent
back flew lively for awhile. Of all the noises I have heard, a shell rash-
ing through the air beats all. It will make a fellow curl down awful quick.
At any rate, I didn't see anyone who didn't curl. "

"Saturday morning we were called out and marched down by the side
of the river, behind a kind of hill, to protect us from the rebel shells,
and the battle opened."

"Anyone who never saw a battle cannot form an idea of it, at least
I never had. The cannon roared, the musketry scunded like hail pattering
down on the roof all day. When we were on the side of the river, shells
from ocur guns burst over us, killing one man and wounding five or six
others. A shell passed by within a foot of my head, and struck in the mud
amidst a cluster of men- but, didn't explode, although one man was hurt, "

"About half an hour before sundown we were ordered to march. We
didn't go more than twenty rods before a battery was played upon us in
great shape. Oh, how the pieces of shell flew around us. We kept on and
after a half mile got behind a railroad embankment and laid there ten or
fifteen minutes, within a mile of their battery, with cur guns just behind
us, firing as fast as they could., The rebel shells burst over us, so near
that I could feel the heat of them in my face., "

"We were ordered to charge and away we went, across the field,
through the mud and ditches, up close to them. Nothing but shells fired
at us until we got on top of a kind of hill, and then they opened on us with
musketry. I never saw rain fall faster than the bullets fell for awhile.
We rushed on until a New Jersey Regiment that was ahead of us, and ran
into and over us. Then we took into a ditch, partly out of their fire,
and laid there some time, with the bullets flying round us at a fearful
rate. After a while we were ordered to fall behind some trees and we
found our Regiment.

“"But what a Tegiment! More than one half of the men were missing
and the only officers left were two Corporals, Willis Burnham and my-
self, We marched thern off the battle field, back to within a half mile of
the city, and laid there that night. In the course of the night and the next
day all our men came into camp, part of them wounded and part more
scared than hurt, One man who had been in seventeen battles, Fair Oaks

among them, says that he never saw such a volley fired into a brigade,
as was fired into ours, "

"All that I wonder at, is that every one of us was not killed. 1
came out of it without 2 scratch, and thank God, I did not run until 1 was
ordered to by our officers.,

""I'he next day after the fight, all our officers were sick, S0 our
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Company was left with only three Corporals and some thirty Privates,
Our Lieutenant was wounded in the foot. Capt. Wright was back in the
camp sick all that time, and all of our Sargeants were suddenly taken un-
well, as they were expecting ancther fight Sunday. We were left alone
until a Lieutenant from another company was appointed to command us.
Sunday passed off without anything but picket firing. On Monday, we were
called out again. We expected another battie but, didn't see anything but

a few shells the "Rebs' sent down to let us know that they were not all
killed. "

"Along toward morning we started and came back over the side of
the river, leaving the city of ¥Fredericksburg to its owners, what little
there was of it. A good part of it burned down and the rest pillaged of
everything movable or eatable. We pgot any gquantity of flour, meolasses,
chickens, pigs, and tobacco, that was the best of all, cigars and jewelry,

though when I got there I couldn't find any jewelry, or I would send you
something.

He writes to brother Wintie, "after the bhattle; I was not afraid but,
I don't want to go into such a fight as that again. "

Jan. 25, 1863 - Field Hospital~- After Fredericksburg:

No letters after the 17th of December describing the battle of
Fredericksburg until Jan. 25th. His comrades had notified the Pelham
folks that Charles lay in a ¥Field Hospital, feet frozen. It happened this
way. Men took turns keeping the camp fire burning, but someone fell
asleep, the fire went out, and exhausted soldiers sleeping with feet to-
ward the fire suffered, some sericusly,

The home folks appealed to IDr. Hook, of Lowell, to go down and
investigate, as his comrades heard the doctors were thinking of amputa-~
tien. Dr. Hook was the husband of Charles' Aunt Sophia, his mother’'s
sister, Doctors, Congressman, Governors and others were referred to
as visiting hospitals occcasionally.

Charles wrote his brother "Wintie™ on Jan. Z5th, "My feet sting
some yet but, they are a good deal better than a few days ago. I am
hungry as a bear, and I would give $5.00 to sit down and eat just as much
of one of Mother's Boiled Dishes as I wanted. I believe I could eat her
big dinner pot full. We get hard tack as principal sick living. Here in
the hospital they give us short rations. If I coulidn't send to Sutters I
guess I would starve. They have hutter, cheese, pies, and apples to
sell. Butter is 60¢ a lb., cheese 40¢, apples 6 for 25¢, pies about the
size of a saucer 20¢, so you see the extras cost something.

Jan. 29, 1863 - Dr, Hook, of Lowell visited Charles:

'‘Wever so surprised in my life, just before dark, to see Dr. Hook
step into the hospital. It was great to see someone I knew, He said he
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was coming in again. He didn't know me at first, and I was surprised to
see him stepping into the tent where I lay., ™

To Mary be wrote- ""My feet were the sorest things. There were
three days and three nights that I never shut my eyes to sleep a wink. Oh,
how my feet did ache! It seemed as if they would hurt all the time., I
couldn’t turn over-~ not with my blankets on my feet. I had to lift off the
blanket and then take hold of my leg and lay my feet over, then serve the
other the same way. Then bear all my weight on my hands and work
over. Oh, those were long nights. I was in agony all the time. I would
have thanked anyone to kill me but, now I feel well. My feet pain me some,
but nothing to what they were. I hope father won't come out here for I
shouldn't Jike to have him see how we live cut here. It would make him
feel bad I am afraid, '

Jan., 30, 1863 ~ Charies wrote:

Dear Mother, I bave been pretty sick and awful lame, but I have
ot so now that I can walk down to cur Company, that is 10 or 15 rods, I
should walk around more but, the snow is melting. It is awful muddy,

I can't get my bools on yet, so I have to wear an old pair of shoes with
heel pleces cut off., They are not pretty things to travel on the road with.
I have got to get a pair of boots scon. I can buy ther here for $6. 00.

Dr. Hook came into the hospital and inquired after me. I was sitting on

my bed, but he didn't know me. !
The Winter campaign had been hard on the boys, Charles wrote,
""Fddie Burnham has been very sick, and sent to a hospital at Aqua

Creek.,

Jan. 27, 1863:

"Saw Bill Kittdredge and Dave Raney (in Maine Regiment) Lieut.
Thom and Geo. Gage {Cavalry), Ben Moreland & Jess. Heard that Gil
Woodbury had run away and gone home- Don't know, just heard. !

Feb, 2, 1863 - Pelham Home Guard:

Always interested in the men at home he wrote his father regarding
the home guard recently formed, "I think that Charies Seavey, E. Burt,
and Hen. Jones bhetter shoulder their guns and serve their country in the
army, than serve at home. It is all very well to play at soldiering, but
it is some different out here, coming down to the real soldiers! life, "

Feb. 2, 1863 - From a camp opposite Fredericksburg:

"When I wrote to Wintie I had been sick with jaundice, or as one of
our doctors said with a mild case of camp fever. I was getting well when,
all of a sudden, my feet swelled up and have been awful sore, "

"Anyone that can stay at home can afford toe do & great deal for the
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soldiers. I think Pelham folks are doing nobly.' '"There are a good many
people in Pelham who don't think but that the soldiers live as well as they

do at home, but if they could sit down to their table some morning and

find nothing on it but raw salt pork and hard tack, they might think different-
ly. That is what the army lives on most of the time, and they have to cook
it themselves, if it is cooked at ali. "

"The way we do it is to take our pork and fry it on our tin plates,
then fry our hard bread in the fat that fries out of the pork. Perhaps you
will think it rather a greasy living, but that is what we live on. We do get
a little fresh meat once in awhile, but not half enough.

"Here in the hospital our living is water gruel three times a day. I
hate the sight of the old gruel kettle. I am going to get out of this place as
quick as I can or starve to death. I can't write very well sitting in this
tent with the wind blowing. "

Feb. 17, 1863:

"After a pleasant day snow came during the night. Sorry to miss the
barrel sent to the Regiment and the things sent to me.  Our things, with a
whole lot of boxes were at Aqua Creek 3 or 4 days before we started, and
they wouldn't bring them up to Falmouth to the railroad, where we could
get them. Well- no matter about soldiers, let them go. What is a pri-
vate! No matter about them. They enlist for the money and are well paid!"
(A little sarcasm provoked by various reports. Belated pay days
occurred and Charles says he must send home for money).

The Army to move to Fortress Munroe. Those unable to march to
be sent to a hospital, possibly Agqua Creek. A letter from John Woods
asks Charles to save his woolen stockings for him. Unfortunately,
Charles too, did not receive his gifts.

Feb, 16, 1863 - Columbia College Hospital, Washington, D.C, :

Evidently Charles was not sent to Aqua Creek but to a government
Hospital in Washington, D.C. He wrote-

"I am in one of the great hospitals of Washington, and a nice place
it is, too., It seems more like home than any place I have seen since I
came out here. We have a good bed to sleep on and good food to eat,
enough of it. We have a nice nurse in our ward. Her name is Mrs.
Russel. She is rather particular, but I like her all the better for that,
for there are some here who would be so dirty we couldn't live. "

"This place is about two miles from the capital. Standing in the
window you can see the whole city and the Potomac for a long distance.
In this building and in the tent around, are about five or six hundred
soldiers. Close is the great Carver Hospital, with accommodations for
2500 patients, so our doctor told me. He is a New Hampshire man. I
like him. In summer, I think this must be a beautiful place, for there
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is a Jarge square around the building planted with beautiful shade trees,

"Our doctor’s name is Buck - nurse is Miss Snow. Dr. Buck used
to live somewhere near Great Falls and Miss Snow is a Maine lady. When
we first came here we were in Miss Russel's ward., The surgeon in
charge of this hospital is a New Hampshire man - Thomas R. Crosley.
When a number get well they are sent to Alexandria, to what is called a
Convalescent Camp. When there gets to be a number from a Regiment
they are put aboard a boat and sent to join the regiment. "

"There are four Germans in our ward who sing, Our doctor is a
first rate fiddler, so with singing and fiddling we have music enocugh.”

"When we were coming up {rom Aqua Creek on the beoat, there was
a man on board I pitied. He had two sons in the 9th N, H., and hearing
they were sick came down to see them. The night after he got there one
of them died. He took his body and started for home. Coming up on the
boat the other son died, 20 he had the bgedies of his two sons to take home. !

"William Gage, brother of Sara Gage, came to see me. He said he
had been to see ¥ d Burnham. A letter from Ed Burnham. I wanted to
see him. Now that I have my boots I shall go to see him in a day or two., "

"I suppose that the Democrats are trying their darnest to carry New
Hampshire, which I hope they won't., We want somebody to send us troops
to help us if we need them, and I think we shall, "

Now that his boots had come, Charles journeyed to sce his tent mate,
Eddie Burnham. He found hirmn doing well, better than he had expected.
He felt exhausted wading through the Washington mud, but stopped to see
the capital buildings. He was impressed with some of the historical
pictures. The city was full of officers. '"If sister Mary were here, she
would feel it a disgrace to be seen with a soldier without shoulder straps, "
he ruminated.

"But what a sight the streets of Washington are! A Pelham farmer
would be asbamed to see his hog pen look as the main street of this city
does, to say nothing of the side streets. All through the city hogs, of all
sizes and descriptions, are allowed te run at large without fear of a
pound keeper. "

"I'here is one imstitution that should be credited to them, that is
Horse Cars. Probably they were introduced by some Yankee who wanted
to line his pockets. You can ride anywhere in the city for 5¢. The cars
run within 30 rods of cur hospital, so it is easy to go down town. "

"You said you wished you had been here so you could have come to

see me when [ was sick, but I am glad you couldn't. It would have made
you feel sick to see poor wounded men froze to death, and then buried
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like dogs without any coffins, or grave hardly. That is enough to sicken
one. The city of Lowell has done well, but the Sanitary Commission will
do better than I know of their doing, if the soldiers get the benefit from

it. When I was in the hospital at Falmouth, a lady brought some pre-
serves and cornstarch for the sick soldiers. They got the cornstarch but,
the jellies went to the hospital staff, that is the steward, cooks, etc.''

"I hear from the Regiment once in a while. The Pelham boys were
well. Caplin is doing pretty well and he and I have a quiet time in a room
by ourselves. He is rather downhearted, but I have done my best to

cheer him. "

March 15, 1863: Charles was eager to receive his sister’'s
photograph, and all members of the family. He found the March 15th
weather very cold. A hospital attendant reported 8 degrees below zero,
the lowest of the year. He wrote, 'l have never suffered as much from
the cold as this past winter. "

April 15, 1863: '"lI suppose you heard of the Invalid Detachment.
They are those able to work arcund the hospital and not able to go into
the field. A N.H. boy says my name is on the Invalid Detachment. If
it is, I shall not be able to go to my Regiment for some time. Well, here
we don't have to lie on the ground - a good thing. "

""A lady, sister of Smith said she knew you well. She came with the
New Hampshire Relief. She said, '""You are Squire Hobbs' son." I told
her I was. "

"My weight is 155 and three fourths pounds, height 6 ft. three
fourths in. as measured in the institute, I am alive, never in better
health - only my feet - if I walk a mile I am down, so to speak.' He ask-
ed his father if he was as busy surveying as ever! He wanted to know if
he had hay enough to keep the colts all winter? He wanted to know about
things.

April 26, 1863 - On Duty At the Hospital:

"The steward took me off guard and put me here. I must have work
to do that I can stand it in the Regiment. I want to go back. I don't want
it said that I stayed in the hospital to keep out of danger. I am too much
of a coward to want to be called a coward. Wouldn't you like to see me
work around the house, Mary? You would have cause to laugh, too. I

have one man to help me."

"Sometimes we work hard in the forenoon, not much in the afternoon
but, look after the sick men. We have to be as particular as you are at
home, for a doctor comes around to inspect, then reports every Sunday
morning. Not a chance to shirk. Only seven men in the ward now, one
very sick. He is a regular ""Old Betty'" and nothing suits him. He won't
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take medicine or drink wine and is as contrary as can be. Everything is
handy here. &Steam comes into every ward and every room to heat. "

April 27, 1863 -~ On Duty at the Hospital:

"We are expecting to bhave a lot of sick men come to fill uwo the
house. Then there will be plenty to do all of the time. Miss Snow is the
nurse. BShe is a native of Maine."

"If it is God's will that I die in the army it makes no differance
whether I am shot or die by disease, only I had rather be shot. [ have

seen too many die by disease to want that kind of death.

"Lonesome here. In the Regiment I know lots of boys, but here
I don't, though they use me well. I hope the war will close soon., I
wouldn't want to have Wintie, Charlie, or Wiliie come out here. A
letter from Eddie Burnharn asking if I would go with him to shoot "Rebs"
if he would call here. "

April 29, 1863 - To Mother- Regarding Soldiers' Duty:

Charles wrote his mother that he was almost well and going soon,
solonesome for the boys.

"I hear that our Regiment had a fight at Suffolk, I don't like fo be
in a fight, but I want to be with the boys and share the danger with them,
and the honor too, if there is any. 1 don't want to have the name of
staying in the bospital to keep away from the danger and hardship which
the boys have to undergo. I have done my duty and I want to do it all
the time." :

"Don't worry about my clothes for I can get good ones here, charged
to us, and don't cost half as much as at home. We are charged %3, 00 for a
nice pair of pants, $6. 00 for a dress coat, and $7.00 for an overcoat, so
you see things are cheap enough."

May 7, 1863;

"One of the Rebel patients says it is the 6th time he has been
wounded and taken prisoner and sent to Union Hospitals. e gets well and
goes back to fight again. Must go and carry dinners to wounded men,
about all I can do. ™

"Thank mother for the stockings, cake and popcorn she sent. "
Always interested in town news, he remembers that he learned that Uncle

Jobn Woodbury was elected representative.

May 23, 1863 ~ Mother's Death- Grief of a Scoldier:

"Received a letter from Aunt Achsah, and was never so surprised in
my life, and probably never shall be, as I was to hear that our dear
mother was no more. I can't tell vou how I felt but, you can imagine my

85



feelings. I had a letter a short time ago from Wintie and Father, and they
said nothing about mother being sick. I can't bring myself to believe that
mother is really dead - it seems like some horrid dream!" '

"I may be thought weak and boyish to cry, but I did shed tears, and
bitter they were, too. It is the first time I have done such a thing, since
I parted with you in Nashua. Oh! I shall long remember Mother's "Good-~
bye'" to me. Thank God I did not run away from home, for if I had, the
thought of that would have added to my grief. How I wished it had been
so ordered that I could have seen dear mother once more before she died.
Poor Wintie, it is a hard blow to him- harder if anything than to you or
me. He needs a mother's care, while we can get along. I cannot believe
it to be true, while I know it is. If there was anyone I loved and had cause
to love - it was mother!

May 23, 1863 - Mother's Death - Grief of a Soldier:

"Mother's Soldier Boy,'" as he signed his letters to her, struggling
to regain his health, received another crippling blow in the loss of his
mother who had sent him hand-knit stockings, cake and popcorn a few
weeks previously. He referred to the parting when the 13th, N.H. leit
Nashua. His sister, Mary, in describing the sad leave taking, said
that it was heart breaking and she would never wish to experience such
a farewell again. Mary was unable to write as she had a sick infant at
the time. Charles regretted that he had not been sent for, as he thought
a furlough might have been granted.

Elisabeth Spofford Hobbs died at the age of 42, of a strangulated
hernia. The operation was performed unsuccessfully. Charles said
years later, that his daughter Sara, was the most like his mother of any
of his seven daughters. He added a P,S. to his letter to Mary, ''T. was
examined by the doctors and they said I was not fit for field duty. I
can't help myself."

July 4, 1863 - Fourth of July at C. C. Hospital:

Fourth of July was celebrated at the Hospital with special exercises,
speakers and singing. '"The speakers were a judge from the city, fourth
auditor of the Treasury, so you know how willing he was to serve his
country, and a brother of John Brown, who was more rabid, if possible,
than John Brown ever was., "

"“"Dr. Crosby made a speech. - It was a credit just to come from the
same state he did. After the exercises were over, we were invited to go
over to Carver Hospital and witness the fireworks. They were very good.
Some of the soldiers showed their dispositions for fighting by throwing
rockets at each other and into the crowd. When anyone ran they would be
asked if they belonged to the 18th Corp. at Gettysburg. "

1"A1l of the lemonade we could drink that day, and a mug of beer at
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dinner. I'll give a list of the grub that day. It was extra. ¥or breakfast-
a slice of break {1l in. thick), a cup of coffee, a little rice; for dinner-~ a
chunk of meat, a potato and a turnip, with a cup of ale and a spoonful of
pudding; for supper~ a sglice of bread, a slice of raw meat (ham), and a cup
of tea. Better than we generally have, [ know a man can live on it. I find
no fault with it either. It is better for us to live on that than the way we

live at home. "

Reaction to Gettysburg - July 4, 1863 - To Father:

"What do the newspapers of the North say of Gen. Mead? I suppose
he is cracked up the same as all the Generals have been. [ think that
General Hooker ought to have a chance to fight them, after he had followed
therm up so quickly, for it is a pretty difficult operation to move so large
an army such & distance, in such a short time. It seems that l.ee might be
captured now, butl am an unbeliever in the project toc take l.ee or
Richmond. "

“All patients in the Hospital drill 1/2 hour each day and if needed go
into the trenches in defense of the city. Well, if the "Johnnies' do come
they will have a warm timme of it before they capture the city. " "I will
know within an hour when I leave to join the Regt., I can continue on In-
valid Corps but, I don't like the style. You just did it when you sold
TOld Bill" for $90.00. Don't sell the colts, "

"Your Son, Charles'

July 27, 1863 ~ A Surprise Visit From His One Time Schoolmaster:

Charles wrote Mary - "I had just got to the end of my last sentence,
when cone of the boys showed a Captain into my tent where I was writing.
He greeted me with, "How are you Charlie!? [ looked at him and said,
""Captain, you have the best of me, for I can't call by name." He said,
"My name is Hazelton.'' So it was my old schoolmaster. "

"He was stopping in the city, and I must go down with him. We had
a very good time visiting the capital and other buildings. He is quarter-
master and ranks as Captain. Here to be assigned to duty with some
Brigade. He had been in Pelham. He makes a fine leooking officer, and [
think he must be a good one, "'

A letter from Willie Burnham - ""They used the boys pretty hard on
the last march. A number of men fell dead on the last march. All threw
away clothes and all they had to get along. That is better than to fall and
die by the way. By the way, I wish I was with them., "

August 31, 1863 - Back in the Ranks - Joining the Regiment:

After his long hospitalization, Charles was eager to join his regi-
ment, even in the intense heat of summer, Writing to Winthrop~- "I am
pretty well, betier than when I left the hospital last Friday a.m. Stayed
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that night at Soldiers Retreat, in Washington, and Saturday got aboard the

cars and came to Convalescent Camp. Those wishing to join the regiment
were told to step out. I stepped out and was sent here, Camp Distribution,
Alexandria, Va., one or two miles from Fairfax Seminary."

Evidently the health of these soldiers was considered. '"We have to
take a ration of whiskey with quinine in it everyday, to keep off the fever.
I don't think a soldier will get a craving for liquor with quinine in it - Not
I." Charles repeatedly mentioned his dislike of strong drink and drunken-
ness,

""Starting from the Distribution Camp Wed. p.m. went to Alexandria,
got aboard a boat about 4 p. m. and started down the Potomac and kept on
until about 4 the next morning when we stopped at Point Lookout and left
a squad for the N.H. Regiment there. We went on again until about 2 in
the afternoon, when we hauled up at Fortress Munroe, "'

""The names of half a dozen were called and we were told we were
{o be sent to Norfolk that night. Up to this time we had expected we would
go to Charleston, for they told us that our Regirnent was there, but it
appears that our Brigade did not go, although a part of our Division went. "

"When I got there the boys appeared to be glad to see me, and I
tell you 1 was glad to see them. AllI wish was that I could have been well
so that I could have stayed with them. If I had been well I might have
been a Sargeant, but such was my bad luck. "

Sept. 7, 1863 - Rejoins the Regiment - Regarding the Draft:

Charles wrote his father of rejoining his regiment and the satisfaction
of being with the boys again.

Sept. 11, 1863 -

Soldiers in arms were anxious for the draft to take place, and in a
letter to Winthrop he wrote:

"I received your letter with the names of the drafted men, today. I
was glad to hear that the draft had come off, and I think it has hit some of
the right men. "

"I saw a letter Otis wrote. He seemed pretty mad about it taking so
many Democrats and so few Republicans. We know whose opinion he ex-
presses when he writes. I hope they will not get it fixed up so that the
drafted can get off from coming here without paying the $300. 00. By what
I have heard about the town meeting that is to come off, it would seem as
if the town was going to pay the money to get the drafted exempted.

Sept. 17, 1863 - Camp Gilmore - near Portsmouth, Va.:

"Dear Sister Mary, It is a pleasant evening to write as there is just

88



E

rain enocugh falling on the tent, to make it sgund as it used to at home

some nights. !
"You will see by this that I have changed my position from the
Hospital to the Regiment., ¥ am glad to say that the change pleases me

and it seems to agree with me too, but I am not as well as T used to be

at home.''

"1,eft the hospital Aug. 25th, went to Distribution Camp at Alexandria
and stayved in that hole about a week - orders to rejoin the Regiment -
marched down to Alexandria - pretty hard on me - took something they
called a steamer to go down the Potomac. For speed I would about as
soon get into a wash tub and paddle it with hands, as to take that steamer."”

"Down the Potomac stopping at Point LLookout to leave some N, FH,
men who belonged to the 2nd. and 12th., Regts. Afier we had left them we
went on down the Chesapezake Bay till about 3 o’clock in the afternoon,

when we arrived at Fortress Munyroe., "

"There is no use giving a description of that place for two words
(Forts and Canaons) do that., We fooled around there a while, regular
soldier fashion, until the Provost Marshal got us started for Norfolk,
some eight or ten miles from the fortress, We got there about 1/2 past
s8ix and had to go to ancther Provost Marshal., He sent us to another
Pro. Marshal who sent us across a little ferry to Portsmouth, to a
house where some of the soldiers were gquattered for the night. "

"I think T shall not forget that night very socon for fleas played the
'old scratch' with me and I have played the scratch part on their bites.
In the morning tried to get passes to the Regiment. Finally found the
Lieut. Col., and iaid the case before him. Socon had the passes. There
is a guard around all these Rebel cities so anyone can't get out of them
without a pass. Found a team going out with bread, got aboard and rode
out saving three miles travel, "

"At Camp Gilmore the boys have fixed a good camp in good shape.
W e have small tents, not shelter tents though, and bunks built up so we
don't have to sleep on the ground. Mine is made out of two poles and a
flour barrel. Knock a barrel to pieces and nail the staves to the twao
poles and raise it. My bunk is about four feet from the ground. There
is anocther fellow under. Four of us in the tent and we are guite comfort-

able for soldiers.

"The greatest trouble out here is, the water is not fit te drink~ not
fit for a horse to drink. If we only had good New Hampshire water here

(B3

we could get along all right.

"Fd Burnham is on guard at Gen., Getty's Headguarters near by and
is looking tough and hearty. Will lcoks pooriy. He ought to have a furlough
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and go home for a little while and get well., "

Sept. 24, 1863 - Camp G:‘leore - near Portsmouth:

"The best stopping place they have had in Virginia, if they didn't have
to work so hard. They talk as if barracks are to be built for the winter.
Col., Stevens has a house 20 by 30 ft. The place needs troops to hold the
Place men have fortified. Cold - the nights are uncomfortable - makes a
fellow think of a warm bed. "

""They have the finest oysters here, some so large you can hardly
hold in your hand. Hard to get as Gen. Getty won't allow peddlers. Can
get oysters at Portsmouth for about 10¢ a quart, fresh and nice. Many
of the boys got them when they went swimming, take them out of the mud
like that. ™

'"Will Burnham is pretty used up and Frank Butler is down at the
hospital at Portsmouth. I will send you $10.00 greenback in this and
if I am well and don't have to buy stuff to live on I shall send a little
more by and by. "

{Another hand writes on the remainder of the letter):

Pelham English

Governor of Conn.

You may not

No
This explains Charles' distrust of certain people who handled soldiers'
mail, although there seems to have been little censoring. In another
letter the name of a fort the boys expected to attack was snipped out, by
an official censor. Charles mentioned packages opened and contents
taken out if desirable. (I wonder what this meant, Was it opened, cen-
sored, or robbed! F.H.)

Oct. 4, 1863 - Camp Gilmore - "Dear Brother Wintie - (note):

""Had a chance to send this by Will. He is not well. If he could get
cider to drink! He needs a furlough for thirty days. One fellow George
Smith died, one of the Hudson men that Alf. Smith enlisted. He was
around in camp until a few days before he died. Dropsy, fever, and
chills was the matter with him. "

"I am mighty glad that Will has got a furilough for he would never
get well out here. I wish I could get a furlough but isn't any show for it

now., '

"I am going to send home for a little box some of these days with
some extras in it, to see if I can get something that I can eat as I can't
go salt pork the way I feel now. Did the folks make any catsup and
pickles this year? Let me know and if they did, by and by, I shall send
for some. P.S. I have sent home by Will to Mary to send me a box.
If you folks would put in some butter and cheese I would like it very much.
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If you send me some catsup, I would like it. Ask father to pay my part
of the freight on the box if Ivldry sends it. You see Ed and I axe going to

have one together., "
Charles

Oct, 8, 1863 - Charles wrote to his father reporting pleasant weather
but chilly nights:

"We have got our conscripts or substitutes, and a part of them are
quite decent fellows, but the other part -~ the least said the better. Five of
them made off the same night. The "Subs' have to go out chopping and
shoveling. Officers who go with them are armed and equipped for anything.

Charles expressed a desire for a position he could fill, as he can't
stand army life. Troubled with diarrhea, he feels that if he could have
nroper medicine he would get cured, He speaks of Cherry Rum as a good
home remedy which would cure him.

"The Colonel and Captain are building houses to live in this coming
winter, "'PFioneers’ build houses. Mike Tully belongs to the ""Pioneers'
He sends his love to all the Pelham people. "

Charles asked Wint to send him a jack-knife.

Cet, 11, 1863 -~ Qutside Suffolk - to Sister - Conditions outside the

lines:

"Folks just outside our lines have a pretty hard time, as they don't
allow them to come inside the lines at all to buy anything or for anything.
I guess there isn’'t much of anything to buy or sell outside the lines any-
way. They have had to take some families on because they were starving
to death. At Suffolk, 1/2 mile from here, boots are worth $60. 00 a pair,
sizes 5 to 7, that is all the differance.

"If the Northern people would submit to half the privations the
Southerpers do the war would soon be done. Now the Northerners
wouldn't stand a conscription taking everyone between 18 and 45 or 60

as the Southerners have., "

"Now there was a riot in New York and they had a chance to get
clear, but we don't hear of riots in the South where they take them all,
and they don't have a chance to get exempt., As things look now I don't
think the war will ever be setiled {not under this administration at any
rate}., The leaders on our side talk now as if the South should offer to
come back into the Union as it was, but that they wouldn't take her be-
cause it never would be settled until slavery was abolished. "

"I should like fc see you and your good baby that yon tell about. I

do heope that the war will wind up so that I can come home and see you and
her in the spring. What a glorious day it will be for the country the day
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it is settled. Fourth of July wouldn't be anything compared to that, I am
afraid that day is a good way in the future. :

October 8, 1863: "Have a lot of substitutes that came here a week ago
yesterday. 170 of them - a rough set of fellows they are too. About all
they can think of is to desert and quite a lot of them have deserted already.
Five or six of them have been brought back dressed in citizens clothes. It
will go hard with some of them. A few might be shot as an example to the
rest. The way of the transgressor or deserter is hard. We have 15 in
our company and only one deserted. "

October 22% 1863: Charles wrote to brother enclosing letter to Aunt
Jane. He referred to the possibility of getting a furlough. He must make
the best of it and go to work unless doctor orders otherwise.

"Conscripts here, raise the devil, and many are drunk and fighting.
For punishment they have to travel around with the clogs fastened to legs,
once in awhile a barrel for a coat. The Old Boys hate the Subs, antici-
pating trouble between them. ' '

"ILast night - excitement - 'Light marching orders' with 'cooked
rations', Fires were built and the cooks went to work.: Orders were
countermanded and all was quiet in 5 minutes. We think that Gen,
Forster will try to raid. Fortifications are built. The boys are getting
out timber for winter quarters. "

October 22, 1863 - Camp 13th N.H, Vols. - About Abolitionists:

"Dear Aunt Jane, I think you can never dun me for a letter again
for I am two or three ahead of you by this time. If I didn't suppose
that you had about as much as you could do I would give you a good
scolding for not writing oftener. Very respectful language for me to
use to an Aunt, but vou know I am a soldier and they are supposed to do
as they have a mind to. "

""We have been having very pleasant weather but today it is cloudy
and quite chilly. The days have been pretty warm and the nights pretty
cold, but it is always so here. The nights are much colder in proportion
to the day than at home. It seems so to us fellows with only one blanket
over us at night, " '

"We have the soft side of a plank to sleep on and not any too much
grub. We have stinking cod fish for breakfast and stinking meat for
dinner and musty bread for supper. I expect we shall go away in a few
days and the sooner the better. When we came here the fellows took us
for recruits and they began to run on us. We got at them, and they
found we were not raw recruits. Since then they have used us better.
We expect a transport socon and then have us for the front. I will write
as soon as I know where we shall go. "
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"The boys are content to stop here this winter. All you read in the
paper about the army being ready to move on the enemy - I don't believe
it for a minute -~ there is no truth in it. What [ have seen of the army -
they are never anxious to fight the enemy, although they will do it if
ordered to. Soldiers value their lives about as high as anyone else, and
as a general thing do not care about getting in a place to endanger them-
selves. "

"Aunt Jane what do you think about freeing the negroes? Do you
believe it would be a good thing for either them or the country? If there
are any Aboclutionists in the North they ought to come out here, that is
all I have got to say about them. "

"I am sorry to hear that Grandmother's health is as poor as what I
hear. I hope that the fall and winter will restore her to her usual health,
I hope that by Spring this war will be over and T can corme home and see
her and the rest of ""the dear ones at home'. No one can think more of
hoeme than I do. 1 didn't know what home was before I left home.,

U"Give my love to Grandma and all the rest,
"From that {poor bey)- Charles"

October 22, 1863 - Camp Gilmore - Barrel arrives:

"Dear Sister, We got the barrel on Tuesday and it was a present to
make us proud of the town we came from. I am sorry that you undertook
to make me the extra shirt as I should think you had encugh to do. The
things from home make me feel bad, for they made me think how mother
would have taken such interest in making and sending these things. "

Balfour General Hospital - Portsmouth, Virginia -~

Nov, 11, 1862 - Charles wrote his father:

"The docteor sent me here one day last week. I was no worse than
for a month. Curving diarrhea after such a long time is impossible be-
cause it is hard to get suitable food. I can get toast etc. here, which [
couldn't get at the Regiment,

"This hospital used te be Ocean Grove House, and this ward used
to be the dining room. Five years ago filled with the "Chivalry’' of the
South, but now usurped by Mudsells of the Nerth. I do not doubt that it
is fully as respectiable now 25 then., "

"It is so cold that I can't write decent as we have no fire as yet in
the room. They talk of putting up some stoves today. We get good
treatment and good food- that is enough. I ain't going to stay long,
that is certain, for I bave been in hospitals as much of my time as I
want to. "
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"We are situated on the Main Street of the city, a short distance
from the ferry to Norfolk and about a mile from the Navy Yard, so they
tell me. I have not been over to see the Navy Yard but, mean to before
I leave here."

""Write me as soon as you get this and send me a few postage stamps
and a fifty-cent bill, if you have got it, for I am out of stamps, paper, and
money, too. I have not got my pay for two or three months. When I do
get it, I shall have fifty dollars coming to me., '

""Tell Mary where I am, and tell her to write to me. Give my love
to Grandma and all the rest of the folks.'" "Direct to me- Ward 3- Balfour

General Hospital, Portsmouth, Va. - Charles.,"

Nov. 26, 1863 - Box from home - to Father:

"I will write you a few lines to let you know that I am among the liv-
ing and deing well. You will see by this paper that I got the paper you sent.
I got it yesterday, and it came through in good condition. "

"The Provost somewhere, when they opened the box, thought they
were going to get a haul of liquor out of that jar of applesauce. As they
were disappointed they didn't put the cork in very tight, and it leaked
over a little, and spoiled two or three papers. With the exception of
that, and the cayenne pepper, which got spilled, everything was in good
shape, as it was when it started. ™

Nov. 26, 1863 ~ "Uncle Ben' deals with the '""Secesh'':

""This must have been quite a business city before the war, and it is
something of a place now. The buildings at the Navy Yard must have been
very nice once, but ths Vandals or Secesh, when they left the place, burn-
ed it down. At the present they do considerable work. Several hundred
hands are at work and are adding to the number. There are some four or
five Negro Regiments here now. One came in from Ohio. They were
dressed in Zouave style and looked wild, I tell you. It makes the old
Secesh curl to see Nigs march through the streets, but they can't help
themselves. They have to grin and bear it. " '

"These Secesh here, the women particularly, who have husbands in
the Southern Army, would suffer a good deal if it wasn't for the generosity
of Uncle Sam. He feeds hundreds in this place and thousands over in
Norfolk, which is about 1/2 mile off. That is the way they do it, feeding
the families of those who are fighting against us, or let them starve.

They might as well starve as we would be shot by those we are indirectly
supporting. Still, hardly anyone would have the heart to see women and
children starve."

""T have seen women here that it wouldn't worry me a mite to see
th2am starve. For instance, one said she wouldn't even stay in the room
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where U. 8, rations were cooking. She would go and draw hers and sell
them and buy other food, such as was fit for a Southern woman to eat.
Quite a number of women and children have bzen sent through our lines
to Secessia, and it would be a good thing to send many more. I hope
Uncle Ben will put them through a course of sprouts, and the F,F, C,
seem to be afraid they will, They hate him worse than other men in the
United States.

Dec. 6, 1863: "A lot of partially disabled men of our Regiment
came down here, and they will go into the Invalid Corps. They are
clearing out the Regiment of 21l but well men so as te be ready for the
Soving Campaign.

oF
<2

Charles inquivred of his brother Winthrop regarding the colts,
and reminisced about the previous winter. As always, with brotherly
concern. - 'You are 16 years old now so, I suppose you must ba as
large as [ am. I don't much doubt that you could handle me now. I
hope to come home and try it with you when my time is out, "

"I have heard they are bullding barracks to live in the winter. I
hope we do not suffer, as we did at Falmouth., You at home can't
imagine what we went through last winter. We had nothing to eat,
nothing to wear, nothing to shelter us, and nothing to make fires of.
S0, you might say that we had nothing there at all. Tell Father, if
he has got it to spare, to send me $5. 00 by express, for I want to
gel my boots fixed before it becomes any colder. I suffered enough
from bad boots last winter, and don't want to be in such a fix again,

I have not got any pay for some time and shall not get any until January.
Send as soon as he can for I shall probably leave here soon and want to
get them in the city.

I.ove to Grandma, Charies’

Pec., 24, 1863 - Balfour Hospital, Portsmouth, Va.: Charles
wrote to his father, pleased with the money and to bhear the news from
home that all are well,

"Colonel Stevens came to ssge me before he went home and wanted
te know what he should tell you about my health. I am about well and have
had enough of hospitals.

" suppose Ransom Hobbs thinks he will be better employed pro-
viding soldiers to fight the rebels in the next war, than to fight himself
in this. He takes a very sensible view of it, too. I am sorry that
Wint makes such a fuss with the pistol, but tell him to lay it away and
let it stay, if he is dangerous in his handling it., I didn't send it home
with the intention of having it operate as an infernal machine. After I
sent it T was sorry, for he is such a fellow with pisiols. "

"Mary writes that he is a boy that you or either of us need not be
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ashamed of. I hope he will have more sense than his brother by staying at
home, where he is well off. If Wint takes a tantrum same as I Dad, to
join the Army before he is 21, don't let him come if you can help it.."

"About Guerillas- They show no mercy to the Guerillas in particular,
Some of them went out and took a number of the devils and made short work
of them. They took 7 and hung them right to trees That is where they
were right, for they would have served the same way if Mr. Reb had got
them. That is the only way to stop the Gu=rilla business - by hanging
every one they get hold of. "

Jan. 3, 1864 - Conditions in Norfolk, Va.: Charles wrote to his
brother ""Wintie'':

"I got your letter of the 29th yesterday and will write a few lines
so that you may know that I am still alive and doing well. I suppose
you have plenty of skating and sleighing also, by your account of the
weather. Here there has been no snow but some cold days. Yesterday
was pretty cold, but today moderated to be quite comfortable,

"There are several vessels of war in the harbor now, one of them
a French steamer and the other a sloop of war. These with our gun-
boats, one of which lays at the entrance all the time, and a number
coming and going up and down from the Navy Yard, give the harbor
quite a war like look."

"There are always a lot of schooners here loaded with hay, grain,
and lumber for the army, and large steamers come here every little
while, loaded with provisions of every kind for the army, make a busy
looking wharf."

"Norfolk is quite a large place and I think there was considerable
business done here. They celebrate Christmas about as we used to
celebrate 4th of July at home. Boys firing crackers all day and night
and a lot of Fantasticles parading through the streets, made up the
principal parts of the celebration. But, we in the hospital get a little
extra dinner - a piece of roast beef, and one or two little cakes, so we
had no cause to regret Christmas. It ain't every day that a fellow can
get a dinner like that in the army., "' '

General Buﬂer dzals with the '"Secesh!'

"General Butler is bringing the '"Secesh' here to see the error of
their ways. They have to take the oath or go to Rebeldom. They are
enrolled for a draft so they find no rest for the wicked. Owver at Norfolk
thz stores are full, and have the appearance of doing business mostly
Northerners who came down to make money. Only a few of the old
businesses are left. No young men that would do for the Southern Army
are left. "



"Those that are left are old men or cripples. They gather at tha
street corners to curse Gen. Butler and all the North. A good many of
them bhave the honor of having a black soldier stationed at their houses
ur place of business, on account of trying to communicate with friends
outside thes lines., "

"A good many of them have been caught selling liquor to soldiers,
which is against the law (Ben's orders). Ben shows th2m no mercy.
Some have to pay a heavy fine and some thes privilege of taking up their
abode in Fort Norfolk, for a term of months or years as the case may
be, M

"I saw one man on the street, who was making a face as if h2 had
been taking a dose of wormwood. Another asked what was the matter.
S5aid hz, "I have swallowed the pill., It was hard to do bat I had to, and
have taken the oath."

"I s2e by the papers they are talking of having Gen. Grant for
president. You like him? I don't think he would do any better than
Lincoln has done, It would seern that the rebellion is akout played
out, but I think they will stick it out for some time. This war will
teach a good many, beside myself, what home is. "

A lot of partially disabled men of our Regiment came down here.
They will go into the Invalid Corps. They are clearing out the Regiment
cf ail but well men sc as to be ready for the spring campaign. Give my
love to Grandma. - Charles”

Feb., 15, 1864 - Portsmonuth, Va.: Charles had expected to be
with his Regiment by this time but, the doctor had not allowed him to
refurn, He swrote, ''the doctor is as nice a man as I wish to see and he
seems to think that a common soldier is partly haman. Some of the
doctors don't value a man's life as much as their breakfast. He is not
that kind. Only five men have died under his care since I have heen
here, and he has about 75 patients, all of them new since I have been
here. [ am so well 1l am sitting up nights with some wounded men, as
the nurses are tired cut and I had as leave do it. ¥ou must excuse
this writing and any mistakes, for I won't read this over to correct

thern. If there is anything that disgusts me it is reading over one of my
tH

iletters.

Again he urged Mary to write soon and direct to his Regiment.
He had been disturbed by news from home, and wanted Mary "tc keep
an cye on Wintie, and don't let hirmm get to be a fellow such as his
brother.'" The love for the yvounger brother permeates the letters of
both Mary and Charles. "if he is used right he will be an honor to
both you and me™ he writes. A great sorrow came to them both when
Winthrop's tragic death occurred a year later, at the home of Mary
and Enoch Marsh, where he was making his home at that time.
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Trip Down - Suffolk - Yorktown -

Returning from furlough Charles wrote the story of the trip from
Portsmouth Grove, Rhode Island to Bedlows Island. Travelling alone was
a disadvantage for - "I was put upon a transport with a lot of deserters,
the roughest crowd 2ver. As soon as it came dark they got all the lights
there were in the hold of the steamer, where we were.  They would take
a candle, go around and pick out a man and put out the light, choke him
and take everything he had. If he made a row they would knife him. "

""They managed to get my things all out of my knapsack, but in the
morning I found my portfolio. By some hard work I managed to save my
watch and money. There was not ancother one who came with me and 60
or 70 of them from different regiments lost their money. There were
some 250 deserters and only 14 guards aboard. We didn't stand a show. "

April 30, 1864 - Letter to Wintie:

"Got back to the regiment about a fortnight ago, about April 9,
Monday the '"long roll call was beat.'"" ""We were turned out a little after,
within three miles of Suffolk. We saw no Rebs in Suffolk, although a
negro Cavalry reported rebels there. Received rations the first in 24
hours. Had to go on guard with blistered feet, then back for inspection., "

He wrote his father, "I am all right and on my muscle. They are
trying hard to take the kinks out of us. I am in hopes to stick it out this
timme. Since my return three weeks ago, I have not been sick a day and
have done everything that any of them have. We have been drilling, re-
viewing, and parading all the time. I have had little time to write. "

April 30, 1864 - Yorktown:

""We started on a tramp above Suffolk and the night after I got back
to the Regiment. The third day we marched 30 miles, and I got through
with a few blisters. You may think that is not much for one day, but
thirty miles-here is different from thirty miles over a good road. The
bridges were all taken up, the roads full of water, so we got our feet
wet. Then come to march a fellows feet blister dreadfully easy. After
we got back from that we came here - Yorktown, and had two more days
marching to do, instead of being brought here on the steamer, as we
might have been as well as not. "'

""This morning we struck our tents and sent them off. We are
awaiting orders, with four days rations and 100 rounds of shooting stuff.
It looks as if we had some fighting to do this summer, and I suppose we
have seen the last of our tents, until next winter at least. Stories are
around that we are going to City Point, and make an attack on Fort Dar -
(censored - word cut out.) ‘
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May 8, 1864 - Near City Point - ¥Fighting in the Wilderness:

“About five minutes after I stopped writing, we took our luggage to
Yoerktown wharf, got on the steamer for Fortress Munroe, up the James
River, City Point at night. In the morning came to six miles from City
PPoint, on the road to Petersburg. Yesterday we went out about four
miles and had a ripping old fight for about four hours. "

"We drove the Rebs about a mile through the woods, brush and
briars that baffle description, cut the telegraph, tore up the railroad,
raised parvrticular with them. We were under fire all that time but,
lost only three men wounded., Our Regiment lost some sixty or eighty
men. The Rebs would then set the woods afire where our wounded lay,
and would fire on us whzn we went to bring them out. Not a fair fight
for they hid all ths time. " :

May 4, 1864 - City Point:

Most all New Hampshire troops hare in the field. The 2nd., 5th.,
V2th,, 3rd., 4th., 7th., 9th., 10th., and 13th,, are all here, I believe
s if anything is done, New Hampshire will have the praise or ceansure.
L saw Lt., Col. Drew of the 4th, and Gen. Marston over hare the other

davy,

|8

May 11, 1864 - Camp Forlorn Hope - near Petersburg:

Possibly the name of the camp convevs the feeling of the men at
this time, Charles wrote to Mary. -

"You will sec by this letter heading about what the feelings are
and where we are. We are right on the fight now. Have had two pretty
good fights within the last four days., I bave been in both and came ocut
all right, only very tired. We have taken and torn up a piece of rail-
road between Richmond and Petersburg, "

"Last Saturday we went out and had a pretty hard {ight for four
hours, then came back and went ocut again Monday, driving them from
the railvroad, and some two miles on the road to Petersburg, when our
skirmishers ran onto a large force and a good position. We got them
as far as was wanted, and held them untii Tuesday noon, when we came
back to camp. " '

"Monday night we laid on the field in {ront of the Rebs. They made
three or four attacks upon our brigade, and went back as {ast as they
came on. The first time we were laid cut in the dirt, when on they
came yelling like fiends, as fast as they could. "

""Not a shot was fired on our side, until they were within a few rods

of our line. Then the 10th N, H. gave them a tremendous volley. They
put back faster than they came. It was our turn to run and charge tham.
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We gave them all they wanted. One of our brigades, that the rebels
tried to flank, gave them a volley that killed over 100 rebs, besides
the wounded, while our boys lost only six wounded. No one was hurt
in our company, but quite a number of narrow escapes. I feel so tired
now that I can hardly write, but I mean to get a letter from you - if I
can by writing. "

"Night before last we had to lay on the ground all night without a
thing over us, and no chance to sleep, on account of Rebs attacking us,
All the day before we were hunting them through the woods, worse than
any of our old swamps. Yesterday they were shelling us so we had to
keep moving., In the afternoon we came off to camp. "

May 11, 1864 - Above City Point - Bermuda Hundreds - Cold
Harbor: Charles wrote to Winthrop and Otis:

""We took the rebels by surprise when we came here., We came
from Yorktown on transports, then up the James River and landed above
City Point. Marched up here and have made a few improvements on
their railroad and the telegraph wires."

"I hopz we won't have to go and hunt the rebels out of their holes
to fight them anymore, but if they will come to us we will give them a
breakfast, that will stand them for awhile., They won't give us a fair
fight. They set the woods on fire, where our wounded lay, and would
fire on our men when they went to pick them up. They found Monday
that it wasn't any fun to break through our lines where New Hampshire
men were, for boys from our state repulsed them. Fighting three days
out of four may be fun for some, but it isn't for me. "

Letter written from Bermuda Hundreds. - (The following written
across the letter head section.)

"I saw Gen. Grant and Burnside down near Petersburg. I think
most of the Army of the Potomac is near Petersburg now. We cleared
the way and leave the honor of taking the city to someone else. The boys
behind us when we took the fort, cheered the 8th. and the 13th. Great,
I tell you. Excuse the paper for it has been wet, dirty, and everything.' C.

June 18, 1864: '"Dear Father, I take this opportunity to tell you
that I am still alive. I don't know that I shall have time to finish this, but
I shall begin it at any rate. "

"The 28th day of May we left Bermuda, took trains for Fortress
Munroe, then went to White House where we stopped one night - there
just one day then started marching all night and the next day. That
night was guite a fight - that was Cold Harbor, June lst. Our company
was not in the charge being on skirmish. After the charge that night we
did not have anything very severe as to losing men but, were under fire
everyday, both shell and bullets. We had a picket line, but it was a line
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of Regiments behind some rifle pits thrown up by our boys and ths Reb
fire. We were in good shooting distance of the rebel works. We could
pick off the rebzal gunners as they would try to work their guns."

"With such amusement as that every other day we existed with the
Army of the Potomac for twelve days. Then we started back to the White
House, marching about twenty miles in half a day, and a hot day at that.
That was last Sunday. Monday morning we took transport again at White
House and came down hz2re again. Got here Tuesday afternoon. '

""Wednesday morning, at about one o'clock, we were routed out at
two. We started and crossed the Appomattox and started toward Peters-
burg, on the south side of the river, " A little after sunrise the cavalry
started them up, and in a little while the 'niggers' got at it and they did
well. They captured one or two of the big guns but, no prisoners."

Capture Fort - Raised Flag on Fort - 8th. and 13th. N.H.

"Our brigade then passed by them and went on skirmish. In a short
time the firing commenced and the 13th. deployed under a pretty good fire
from the rebel skirmishers assisted by their batteries throwing shells,
grape and canister, It is kind of pokerish business, skirmishing against
their sharpshooters, and they have some good ones. "

"We spread out when we skirmish to five paces and then advance to
the right or left, as the case may be. Part of the way we were in plain

sight of theam in their pits, and the way they would throw the bullets was a
caution!"

"After we got our position, we got behind tree trunks and then it
was not safe for the Johnnies to show their heads. We kept working on
them until night. The 8th. and the 13th., were ordered to advance over
the field under tremendous fire - Grape Shell and Schrapnel, besides
volleys of musketry, and drove the rebels from their pits and took them
prisoners. Then on farther and took the fort of six guns and 200 prisoners.
Our old flag was planted on the fort!' (The last part of this letter was so
faded, folded and worn that it did not seem possible to read it. At last
with the aid of a reading glass and lights, managed to decipher it.)

"Our old flag was the first planted on the fort. After disarming
the prisoners turned the guns on the flying rebels and further increased
the speed. At the same time attacks were made on the other part of the
line of works, forts or whatever you call Petersburg. We advanced still
farther and occupied a place called White Hills, and threw up some rifle
pits in the night. When morning came we could see the city of Petersburg
before us in the range of guns. We laid there all day Thursday and Friday
till just at night when we started at about two o'clock in the morning, we
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got here, We are expecting to move but, don't know when or where. 1
warrant it is to fight somewhere. "

"We have been marching and fighting almost everyday since we
left Yorktown. As for me, I am about tuckered out. They used me up
for three or four days going from White House so, I could not do anything
at all. They had guite a fight, it is said, where we came from, but our
boys bezat,

“"Love to all. Write soon and often. Charles., "

The Petersburg Campaign - Near Petersburg-

June 24, 1864 - Near Petersburg- "To Dear Brother-

As we are having a kind of resting day today, I will try and scratch
off a few lin=s to let you know that, as yet, I am not a victim to the
Johnnies. We have been very busy marching, fighting, etc. I had not had
time to answer your letter tili now. I wrote to father and Mary the othexr
dovy, but you must not think [ forget you if T write them oftenest.

Uit is very hot today a2nd has been for a number of days., When |
wrolte to Father we were in Berrmuda Hundreds, but the next morning at
dayiight, we started and came up here to Petershurg, or in sight of it,
and as soon as it was dark, we went to our front line of rifle pits and stayed
there tili last night at midnight, when we were relieved. Now we are about
a mile from our rifle pits but in another direction. The Rebs have got a
fort about a mile off and the way the shells flew by us this morning, from
the fort to ours and back was a2 caution. "

“"Our batteries made some splendid shots but, the Johnnies didn't
do as well, Now it has gotten very gquiet and nothing is going on this
mornent. "

“"T'his morning the Rebs made a little ruse of a portion of cur lines
but, were repulsed with considerable loss. Yesterday afternoon, when we
were up in the rifle pits, the Rebels planted some mortars and began to
shell us. They made some splendid shots. When they fire them from the
guns a {piece?) kind of slanting in the air, and they came down almost
straight, and where they begin to turn - if they are coming toward you -
you can see them. Then it takes some smart dodging to get out of the
way of them., The pieces fly in every direction. They threw one right
into our pit, and it exploded there, severecly wounding a man in Co. K."

"The Colonel had his headquarters in a house right by us. When he
was eating his supper they put a shell into it. One of the pieces came
down and mashed the table allto pleces without hurting any of them.

They put them in the house and round it so, the officers had to evacuate
it. "

102



"When we had our fight here on the 15th, we did some pretty good
shooting, but since then we have not fired a gun, although we have been
under fire a good share of the time. That day our Regiment was out
skirmishing we worked pretty busy on the Johnnies for a while. They
did their share for awhile, but after we got our position and got a chance
to see them when they would raise up to fire we rather dried them up,
although they had all the advantages being in rifle pits, top of a rise, and
we were laid down in open fields behind stumps or anything we could
find. "'

"It looked kind of rough to stand up in an open field and then charge
forward onto them, but the 13th. did it and in good shape. The ground
laid very much this fashion:"

Rebel Fort Rebel Rifle Pit Open Field wégé%eé-

42 ployed skirmishers

P
"By this you will see that from the woods we could not see the fort
but, they could burst shells on us and then the rebels, in their rifle pits
in front of the first fort, could give it to us as we came up the hill. When
we got on top of the hill, the fort would give us grape shot and canister,
and then a deep ravine to cross and climb up to the fort. It was one con-
tinued hell from the time we started till we had taken the six guns in the
fort and the 214 prisoners. Then it was three cheers. "

"When we started we were deployed as skirmishers or scattered
all around behind stumps and trees, in the edge of the woods. With all
the smoke and dust which the Rebs shot and our feet kicked up it was hard
to see a man. I couldn’t see who the next man to me was, on account of
the smoke and dust. All I know is that I got there and that was enough to

satisfy me. No more now.
Write soon to, Brother Charles., "

July 27, 1864 - Camp 13th. N_.H, - near Petersburg:

“"Father - we are about in the same condition that we have been for

over a month. "

"We are under fire about all the time, out of reach of the enemies’
guns, and only remain in place at their pleasure, and you may be sure
that they keep us pretty well stirred up most of the time. They take
special delight in throwing mortar shells which are bad things, for
nothing affords any protection from them but, burrowing like woodchucks,
and a fellow has to burrow deep, too, or they will find him. They don't
trouble us as much as some other parts of the line, especially Burnham's
Nigs. There is hardly a minute, day or night, that they are not popping
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away there on both sides, while on our front there is no musketry firing
at all in thz night, and a great many nights no shelling. "

""As sogn as it gets to be dusk along our front, we can see the Rebel
pickets come out in front of their works, and ours go out in front of ours-
no firing on the pickets on either side. One night when I went out on
picket, the moon was full and it was as light as day. We went out in a
squad and then stretched out along our line. The Rebs were standing up
and looking at us, just about as far off as, cur house to the barn, and in
some places nearer. After we got our places each one of us went into
his picket hole, just big enough for one man to get into. QOur orders were
not to fire unless attacked and then to fight as long as we could. They lay
down in our holes, no falling pack to the breast works, as they had orders
to fire if there was any alarm, and we could be shot going in. There it
was - Victory - Death - or Libby - no running. We are now in the lst,
Brigade - 1st Division -~ 18th A, C,. W, , Col. Stevens has command of the
Brigade. 1 think that he deserves it more than a good many that get it, "'

July 6, 1864:

"Dear Sister Mary - My sickness that vou spoke of was not of much
account as it was occasioned by mavrching in intensive heat. I was off
duty only two or three days and then I was 1/2 mile from the Regiment.

i was so bad that the dector told me to stay with hira so he could sece to
me. I was back in the regiment before you knew that I was sick., "

"You say right when you say that we have to be in all the fighting
for cur Brigade has the advance always., It was our Regiment that
stormed the largest fort here in front of Petersburg. We took more
prisoners than we had men in the Regt. whether we get credit or not. '

"You say that Enoch says he will come out if he is drafted. Tell
him never to come as long as he can beg a crust at a neighbor's door.
It is a disgrace to be in the army now; and more 5o to come in at this
time - the way things are carried on. It is not our country we are
fighting for - it is the negroes -~ and they are f{ighting against us, [
know it. 1f we were out of it nothing in the world would tempt me to

BT

come into it again.

"We have hot weather here. You had better believe the hottest
days we were in the front pits, (rifle) laying in the hot dirt and not a
mite of air, for we couldn't raise our heads without being shot by their
sharp shooters. If that wasn't tough, I never say anything that was.
Every few minutes the Rebs would throw a mortar shell right amongst
us. There i1s no such thing as getting away from them, as they are
thrown high in the air, and then drop almost straight down and explode. '

"It was by one of them that Col. Stevens came near being killed.
He and a few officers were in a house, a little out of range, cating
supper. The Rebs dropped two into it, going through the roof, and
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another through the window - broke their table- Colonel not wounded
but, pretty well jarred. He is with us now. "

"For about two weeks we have had about three hours sleep a night

and sometimes not as much. I.ast night we were relieved for 24 hours
and slept from 11 o'clock till morning. "'

"You think that the war will soon close. I hope it will. I think
they can stand out as long as we can and I am afraid longer. The war
can never be settled by fighting, mark that., I won't write anymore for
I am tired, discouraged, and about worn out.

Write soon. Yours with love, Charles,"

"I am sorry that Colonel Stevens has leit the Regiment for I must
say I don't like the Lt. Col. that has the command now. I wish I could
get detailed to Brigade Headquarters for if I were there I could stand it
first rate, as l.could take better care of myself than I can now. Watch-
ing in the pits half the night and all day, four days out of six, and laying
in the mud is kind of wearing work on a fellow. I am not feeling as 1
wish I was. FPerhaps a few lines from you to Gen. Stevens would not do
any hurt. I wish you could send me a little money, if you could spare
it, I bhave not been paid since I was at home, and I don't think I have
been extravagant. Give my love to Grandma, and the rest. Tell the
folks to write. Charles."

July 29 - 30, 1864 - Attack on Fort under Gen. Burnside:

"To dear sister - When yvou wrote on the 30th, I was firing at
Rebels around that fort that Burnside blew up that morning. On the
29th we were relieved by another Corps and sent to support Burnside.
Marched and fooled around all night and were on the watch to see the
fort go. At last it went, and then there was fighting in earnest. Our
men drove them at first but were repulsed, then we who had been in
reserve were hurried to the front. Although we were pretty well
shelled we did not lose a single man in our Regt, - only by sunstroke.
We had to go up a cut where there was no air at all, with the sun pour-
ing down upon us. If it wasn't hot, I don't know what hot is. We were
crowded in there for about two hours, right in the middle of the day,
as well as being under heavy fire, so we had to keep our heads if we
valued them. "

"At last we got up to the front line of works, and just as we got
there the Rebs made a charge and took back the fort, which was in
Iront of us. We could not fire on them for some of our men were within
the fort. Then we tried our hand at firing and it got so that a Reb could
hardly put his eye to a port hole to fire at us. I guess they thought we
had seen a gun before, '

"That plaée in front of the fort was the worst looking place! Without

105



parting from the trath, I might say the ground was blue with men. It was
fairly colored with our men- dead and wounded. It was horrid! There
the wounded had to stay, I don't know how long, but we stayed there until
Monday, and they were there then, dead and alive as most of them died
before that time,

"You know how it was the last day of July and the first of August,
and all those days they laid there in the hot sun, without any shade over
them, and not daring to move for fear of the Rebs shooting them again.
All that time they only had a drink once. That was when the flag of truce
went out. Then there was some whiskey and water carried to them. 1
saw a lady come out and look over the breastworks then. She probably
never saw a worse looking sight {or men cither) for that matter., She
had brothers killed there on the field, or somewhere. There were negrocs
and whites, all mixed together., They could not be told apart on account
af color, for they were all black as coal - that is the dead men were. "

13th, N.H, Volunteers near Petersburg: The letters written during

the siege of Petersburg are faded and worn, having been wet, folded,
spattered, and scorched.

July 5, 1864 - Charies wrote to his young brother Winthrop, when

about a mile from Fetersburg under shell fire,

"We aro at present kind of still - not mmuch doing, only occasional
shelling, most of it done by Rebels who have a raking fire on our lines.
They are across the river opposite and bLelow our lines, and can throw
shot and shell lengthwise and up to the rear of cur lines. It seems kind
of rough t¢ see and hear the buliets, shot, and shell coming in front, on
the vight, left, and in the rear of our lines. Still we hold our own, and
are within a mile of the city. The f{ront of cur line is some guarter of a
mile nearer still., "

“"Our Regitnment today is in the 2nd. line of works, but before this
we have been in the front line. The way we have it is preity rough. We
are out three days and nights, and go back and stay one day and night,

/hile we are in the front line, one hali has to be awake all the time in
the night, for at three o'clock in the morning, all hands have to turn out.
W e have rifle pits to lay in. They are pretiy good protection against
bullets, but don't amount to much when a shell comes plum in - length
of our line, ™

"L.ast night they sent the shells along from the other side of the
river pretty lively - still they didn't disturb us much as we were pretty
sleepy, having been out the night before on picket. We had to go out
after dark at night, and came in before eight in the morning. They have
got to throwing shot across here again, a couple of them just going by
screeching and howling through the air. "
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"In my opinion Gen. Grant has got stuck, in fact I think he has a
number of times since the campaign commenced, but he has had good
luck running off and leaving them so far - he may not this time. He
hasn't got Gen. Johnson, Pemberton, or Bragg against him now. If
Gen. Lee is outwitted very much, I should like to know about it, for
we don't see much of it down here,"

"It is very hot and dry here - no rain of any account since some
time in May. Ewverything is dry with so much dust flying around that
we can hardly see or breathe when we were marching.

""The other day they opened from across the river on some of our
works, on the side we lay. If the shot and shell didn't fly thick! Some
of us timed them and they carmme over at the rate of thirty to sixty a
minute, just in the little place where we lay."

"They threw some into our rifle pits and tore them up some, but
didn't hurt a man in the Regt. One man was killed in our company the

other day. A.J. Smith from Hudson, shot through the head by a Reb
sharp shooter." -

Rack to New England - Portsmouth Grove, Rhode Island

The Petersburg Campaign had taken a heavy toll in the Union Army.
Many of the Pelham boys suffered. Lieutenant Thom was killed outside
Petersburg, the Gage brothers died in field hospital near Petersburg.
Others suffered sickness from poor food and the horrors of trench war-
fare. Terrific heat, heavy vains that half filled the trenches, the weary
duties on front line picket, and the violent battles had exhausted the men.
Fever and ague, dysentary, every sort of disease attacked them. Strong,
rugged youths were mere skeletons with nerves shattered, but they
persevered driven by intrepid command.

A hospital for New England men was maintained at Portsmouth
Grove, Rhode Island. KEarly after Fredericksburg, Kimbal Chaplin was
sent there after being a patient at Columbia College Hospital when
Charles Hobbs was there suffering from frozen feet. Now in the fall of
1864 Charles arrived there. He writes to Mary on stationery furnished
by the '"U.S, Christian Commission.’ The letter heading reads - "U. S.
Christian Commission sends this as a message to his home., Let it
hasten to those who await tidings. Behold now is the accepted time;
behold now is the day of salvation.' Portsmouth Grove, R.IL.

""Dear Sister Mary,

I received your letter in due season and meant to answer it so you
would get the letter today, but I missed the day of the week and so did
not write it in season. But it will be just as well now. You say you want
me to come home. Would like to and mean to make you a visit sometime
before winter, but I don't want to go home now. I couldn't enjoy it myself
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anymore than you could, I am almost too sick to be at home anyway. For
the last week I have not had my clothes on but, am beginning to gain some
now. After I feel a littie better [ am going to ask the doctor for a furlough.
If I can't get it, I will get a pass for five or six days and call around.

Coming on the boat from Fort Munroe was too much for me, and I
have bezen a good deal worse than I was when I left there. I am in hopes
to keep improving as I have the last few days.

You ask me what I would like most in the clothing line. I have to
have a pair of shirts, but I am to get home to get them myself. As long
as I stay here I can bhave hospital shirts to wear but they feel mighty
cold. You can't imagine how the cold took hold of me when we came
North. '

When we started 1t was so warm that we went around barefooted.
When we got here they bhad a big fire. [ never saw anything that felt so
good as that fire did. In the next letter you write me tell me what a pair
of shirts will cost at home. Must excuse this writing for I am on my
back in bed and writing on v kness. Tell Wintie to write me a longar
letter than my last one if he wants an answer., Give my love to all and
give my instructions to Wintie, write as soon as you get this so that i
shall have a good letiter next week,

Your aff, brother, Charles”®

P.5. to letter to Mary written QOct. 22, 1864;

"1 got a jetter from father a day or two ago written Oct. 10, 1864
that had bzen sent to Hampten, Va. and from there here. I am in hopes
to get yours and Wintie's letters sometime. Tell Wintie to write and
tell me all about the milk business, and how he gets along.

From Brother., Ward 66FPortsmouth Grove Hospital, R.I. "

April 20, 1864 - A Scoldier’s Reaction to the murder of President
Lincoln: Following an extension of furlough sent here awaiting being
sent to the front. Charles was in Lowell, Mass, Friday night and
stopped there until Saturday, looking for Wint, but saw nothing of him.
He went on to Portsmouth Grove awaiting being sent to the front.

"I got here after dark Saturday night and was sent to Ward 12,
and here T am. I thought I would have to go to the guard house as they
had no notice of my extension, but my papers were all right so, I
didn't have to go. At Concord, I was all right so I didn't care what
they thought anywhere else.

We bave some pretty good times here but, it has been rather
solemn since the murder of the President. There was a meeting here,
guns were fired every half hour, the flag at half mast, officers wearing
the badge of mourning, and headquarters draped in mourning.
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That was awful - the murder of our President! Such excitemen* I
never saw as there was in Boston when I came through there~ crowds of
pzople on the street. It was not healthy for anyone to sxpress disleyal
sentiments then.

I think that the death of the President will prolong the war consider-
ably but, I hop= it will not. Everything seems to look hopeful now and it
seems a4 pity that the man who has guided the nation through the storms of
war so well, could not live to guide us still in the calm of Peace.

The most severe punishment in the world is too good for him. If
ever a man should go where ‘the fire ever burneth' he is the one. The
curses of a nation rest upon him.

They are going to send a squad of man to the front pretly soon and
I suppose I shall be among them. You must write to me for [ may not go
for a couple of weeks, There may b2 a lot of sick come, and if so there
is no knowing as they will let anyone away then. Write soon and long.

Tell Wint to write soon as he can., Love to all. "
Charles

April 23, 1855 Gallops Island, Boston Harbor:

"My d2ar Sister - I received your kind letter this evening. One of
the boys brought it down from the Grove, so I'll write a letter this eve-
ning. We left the Grove yesterday morning early, and got here last
night. We are on our way to the front and this is a distribution camp.
We got to Boston about 1/2 past 9 and stayed there until 4 in the after-
noon. While there most of the boys got drunk, some of them bheastly so.
Thzre were several who could not walk through the streets and had to be
carried in a wagon. There were two or three out of the 27 of us who

were sober., Thank God, 1 was on= of them. A fellow by the name of
Drinkhonse said to me, ""Hobbs, you and I were the only sobher ones
there were, " and I think we were. This place is not a very nice place

I can tell you, it is not like home. We have the soft side of the plank to
sleep on, not any too much grub, stinking cod fish for breakfast, stinking
meat for dinner, and musty bread for supper. All the recruits are going
to be discharged - I am sorry that I left the hospital for if T hadn't I
would have bezen discharged. Now I suppose I shall have to stay my time
out. Charles"

Returua to Service - Last days of the War:

Returning from service during the last days of the war, was delayed
by red tape, waiting for further orders. Soldiers were confined in dirty
quarters, fed stinking fish, stinking meat, and musty bread. Charles
regretted leaving the hospital as he would have been discharged along with
new recruits. He wrote his brother-
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May 12, 1865 - Gallops Island, Boston Harbor:

"Dear Brother, I arm going to write you a few lines to let you know
where I am.

This is a lousy, dirty place, and we don't get much to eat, and what
is worse not enough to drink, to say nothing about washing. When I wrote
to Mary I thought T would be with the Regt. by this time. This is fairly
certain, We shall leave the last of this week or the first of next. The
sooner the better will suit me for this is not as good a place as in the
field and nearly as dangerous. If a fellow goes out after dark he is very
liable to get knocked down and robbed. There have been gquite a number
who have been robbad since I came herve, but I have bzen lucky.

You can see by this that I am a mite excited by the way my hand
trembles. I have just been having a little kind of muss with a fellow here.
I rather guess he found he was afoul of the wrong boy. He is likely to get
his head mashed a little more if he isn't careful,

Some of the recruits here have been mustered out. They are going
home, I wish I was a recruit then I would go home, but as it is I am booked
for the front and the sooner I get there the better., I am feeling pretty
good, and I think I can stand it. [ hope you are well. "

May 18, 1865 - Gallops Island: Charles wrote nis father's young
bride, Lizzie:

"I will write a few lines to let you know that I arm in the land of the
living and all right, This is a nasty old place and I tell you it is rotien
with lice and dirt. We get mignty little to ecat. This place 1s about eight
miles from Boston. Nothing on the island but soldiers, only once in
awhile some of the ladies of Boston come up here to see the soldiers.

We do have a Sutler but, he asks just about three times as rmuch for any-
thing as they do at home. All I buy from him is tobacco and the lord
knows that is enough.

I was in hopes that father wonld find time to write to me, but, I
suppose he is busy now,. I wish I was at home to help him with the Soring
work, but that is not to be. You must excuse this writing for I am writ-
ing on my haversack and the fellows are crowding around me as thick as
bees in a hive. They are playing "euchre' and make some nolse at it too.
There are 110 men in our Barrack, and our Barrack is small so you may
know that we are thick! Give my love to Aunt Jane and all the rest of the
folks. Yours truly, Charles"

June 17, 1865 ~ Soldiers' Rest, Alexandria, Va.:

"Dear Sister, This morning, with great pleasure, I got your letier
of the 13th and am going to answer it now. Iwas very glad to hear that
you were over the sickness at your home and had come out of it so well,

I am as well as can be expected in such a place as this. All that ails me
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now is the worry to get out of it.

As you fear I am compelled to stay, not by some neglect or fault of
my own. Alll am waiting for is to have them find out what they are going
to do with me. I shall get out of this somes time, but when that time will
be worries me.

The reason I can't go to my Regiment is because my time is out
before the first of October. There has been an order to retain all such
men here till further orders. This is the perfect (well, I won't say what)
you can think of a name bad 2nough for it., It is the dirtiest and lousiest
place I ever saw - they just swarm here, '

Some of the men are so lousy and dirty that when they sit down you
can see bugs running all over their clothes., The food we eat - it is a
shame to keep men on such stuff. If I could have my choice for the same
length of time, between the State Prison at Concord and this place, I
would take the State Prison.

There is a high fence and a guard besides, all round this place and
there is no such thing as getting out. If we could have a little liberty it
would seem better, buf we can't have that in a country where every man
is free. I am going to s=nd this to father and tell him to give it to you at
church, for I have only one envelops and that is already directed to him.
I am going to ask father if he can do anything to zet me out of here. If

you write to me do as soon as you can for [ am in hopes not to stay here
long. Tell me all you hear about the Regiment. Give my love to all.
Tell Wint to write. Yours with much love, Charles!''

The War Of The Rebellion is Over

The last letter is dated June 17, 1865 - Soldier’s Rest, Alexandria,
Va, Anything buf rest in such surroundings, and worried about future
assignments. His longz illness at Portsmouth Grove, R.I. and a furlough
home, extended (due to illness) by New Hampshire Military, delayed his
being mustered out until July 5th.

Every day spent behind a tall fence with guards on duty waiting for
assignment was difficult to accept for a soldier who had served and fought
at Fredericksburg, Cold Harbor, the Wilderness, and in the trenches at
Petersburg, the bloodiest battles of the war. However soldiers were
used to disappointments.

Due to illness he had not been able to march with his 13th, N. H,
into Richmond, an honor given the 13th under General Charles Devens,
Maj. General USVC Comdr., but he shared with his Regiment an extract
from a citation sent from Gen. Devens to Gov. Smith dated June 22, 1805:
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"Sirs: The 10th, 12tn, and 13in regiments are temporarily organ-
ized as a provisional brigade - the 13th N,H., being the {first regiment of
the Army whose colors were brought into Richmond., You will see by
their thin ranks the terrible ravages the wazr made. Their battered en-
signs wiil recall the many night marches, the wet and dreary bivouacs,
and the fierce and desperate conflicts, These men return inured to the
rugeed toils of the war, bronzéd with the smoke of battle. ' Signed:
Charles Devens, Maj. General USV Comdr. Ths battle flags of the 13th
N.H. are to be seen in the Hall of Flags, in the State House, Concord,

N. H.

Imagine the joy of these youths to be at home in quiet, peaceful
Pelham, with friends and family, but still haunted by the horrors of war
they had seen and suffered. Socme did not return but sleep in mounds on
a Military Cemetery. Some died of disease - James Smith at Portsmouth,
Va. in 1863; Isaac Daniels at Camp Casey, Va.; the Gage Brothers, the
Titcomb vouth, Lisut. Thom of the horvse Cavalry, killed at Petersburg,
rest in the Pelham Center Cemetery. Many bore battle scars and
suffered amputation. Of the eriginal Veolunteers of Co. 1, 13th N, H,
from Felham, one suffered {rozen fect, six wounded in battle, two dicd
o disease in field nospitals, four killed in battle. Ten of thz 27 survived
the campaign from Sept. ‘62 until Junz to July, 1865,

Other FPelham men endured similar experiences in other regiments.
Ths story of the 13th N,H., ie wvividly fold by Lieut. Thompson in his
diary, with sketch maps which he drew on tha fieid, and day by day
accounts told with understanding and accuracy, together with statistics
listed in tables easy to follow., This author used this record to chack the
accuracy of the young Charles Hobbs' letters, and major incidents agreed,
although Chartes’ letters were the perscnal experiences of a soldier on
the front line of battle., Other Historical accounts were studied - the
recent American Heritage, Eic:ture History of the Civil War, ILife's
Great Battles of the Civil War, eoriginal copies of Frank l.eslie's Illus-
trated Newspaper, written and illustrated by reporters and artists on
in= spot, History of the Civili War published by an act of Congress,
Pelham Town Records Vol 2, “and many Histories of the Civilt War - and
the letters by the youth which snow the tife of a soldier in the ranks and
his brave comrades who fought to save the Union of the United States oif

AmeTrTica.

Twenty~-Seven Voluntears Recruited by Capt. Charles

Burnham - Pelham, New Hampshire -~ June 22, 1862:
Lyman €. Webster 2 Sept. 20, 1862 June 8, 1865
Jonn M. Woods 22 " " o Jun=2 21, 'f
Williarm H. Titcombh 24 " " M Nov. 20, "
Frank E. Titcemb 18 o ! o Jan. 18, "
Michae!l Tulley 23 " . " Dec. 13, "
Charles P, Titcombh 26 " ! H Jun= 21, "
Mark H. Weaehster iy r o " June 8, "



Ezekiel C. Gage 18 Sept. 20, 1862 Dec. 19, 1865

Gilman H. Woodbury 18 " " " June 24, "
Joseph F. Lamson 22 " " i July 1, 1864
Daniel H. Fox 206 L " " June 21,
Kimball J. Chaplin 34 " " " May 12, "
Isaac H. Daniels 24 Died at Camp Casey, Va. Nov. 22, 1862
Joseph W. Bright 21 Sept. 20, 1862 June 21, 1865
Willis G. Burnham 18 " i " Jan. 20, 1863
Edwin 8. Burnham 19 " 1 " June 21, 1865
Charles W. Hobbs 18 " . " July 5, 1865
Sidney J. Liyon 18 " " " May 25, 1863
Michael Murray 35 " " H March 12, 1863
George C. Jackman 18 v " May 19, 1865
Benjamin ¥. Bean 25 " " " Aug. 24, 1865
Alired E. Smith 44 " 1 " Nov. 14, 1862
Frank E. Butler 18 m a " June 21, 1865
Alonzo Ellenwood 19 " " " " " "
Frank M. Ellenwood ? H " " Sept. 20, 1864
Benjamin Chase 27 " " " May 1862
Charles Wheeler 22 " " H May 22, 1863
Russell C. Richardson Nine months

Dates of service from Thompson's "'l 3th, New Hampshire Volunteers''

Fighty-three names are listed on the tablets in the Memorial Room
of the Pelham Library as serving in the War of the Rebellion. The 13th
New Hampshire experienced active service in the three year period. The
Regiments’ ranks had numbered a total of nearly 1300 men. The 13th
came home numbering 321 all told - Company I numbered 33. Several
recruits from Pelham were unable to stand Army life and were released
as this table indicates,

Town Records show a list of sixteen men already in the service
before Capt. Burnham came to town to conduct a rally and secured the
27 enlistments. Others served in various regiments and did valuable
service. Various volumes of reports on such regiments are available.,
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5lst. Encampment Cf The Department of New Hampshire
Grand Army Of The Republic - Charles W. Hobbs, Commander

{(Charles Hobbs - Member of John (G. Foster Post, Nashua, N, H,
Department Commander of the State of New Hampshire, Grand Army of
Republic, led New Hampshire delegation in Washington, D.C. in the
Grand Army parade - 50th Anniversary,)

"We are gathered here for the 51st Encampment of the Department
of New Hampshire Grand Army of the Republic, A mighty conflict is
golng on, in which our country is engaged, with so many of our bravest
and best in a foreign land, with many more preparing to take part in this
world carnival of bloed and destruction

The work of centuries has baer destroyed, and we seem to have
gons back to the dark ages instead of having advanced in civilization. For
more than a year we have bheon at war with the central powers anid we know
not how many of our soldiers are now an the firving linz. We hope enough
to turn the scale on the side of right, rustice, and huamanity. The flower
ol our country has been called to arms. We know they will do their duty
as soldiers and sailors of cur beloved country for which long ago we did
our bit. We are confident they will return as we did - as victors.

This is no esasy task for the enemy has without doubt, the most
perfect fighting machine on earth - with poison gas, liguid fire, long
range guns, supplemented by infern:zl devices that science and brute
force can conceive of. We will all have to give of our best for the
success of our cause. Many sacrifices will have to be made besides the
precious lives destroyed.

As will be seen by General Battles report, we have lost from all
causes, 1249 members this year. Among those were Junior Vice Com-
mander Isaac Baty; Department Inspector O.H, Foster; and Senior Aide
de Camp W. A, Happny of the Department of Officers. The whole depaxt-
ment will mourn the loss of worthy and earnest comrades who have done
well their part and gone to their rewaxrd,

Naticnal Encampment - The Department of New Hampshire estab-~
lished headquarters at the Hotel Vendoame, Boston, and received many
visitors from almost every state in the Union. The Relief Corp and other
auxiliaries were also present in goodly numbers., All received a warm
welcome from the city of Boston and the Massachusetts Department, We
were proud of the showing our smmall state made in the parade, for New
Hampshire had a larger number of veterans in the marching column than
any state in New England except Mass., and was outnumbered by only
five states in the whole country.
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The Department of Massachusetts entertained the delegates with a
trip around the harbor, wvisiting the Navy Yard at Charlestown and other
interesting points. A shore dinner at Paragon Park and entertainment by
professional entertainers, made a delightful end to the Encampment.

The next week was the annual reunion of the Veterans at the Wiers.
The attendance was smmaller than usual due to unfaverable weather, and
torrid heat. Grand Army Day was so rainy that speaking had to be omitted.
The Evening Campfire, under the efficient management of the Committee
was interesting and attended by a goodly number,

The next National Encampment will be in the West. The West had
the call and we hope a representative of this Department will be able to
attend. "
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Years in Public Office

No man had greater love for the town of Pelham than Charles
William Hobbs., He knew every parcel of land; every family as he per-
formed legal work for practically everyonae; the history of every trans-
action of property as he not only wrote the daeeds but, surveyed the land;
the financial standing of every person as the assessment of taxes was
madz by the Selectmen. All legal work was strictly confidzntial and his
family was brought up never to divulge any businzss as they were fre-
quontly called in as witnesseas,

Returning from three ycars service in th2 Union Army in the
War of the Rebellion, he chose to rermain in Pelham. Cousins going
West, to take up land, urged him to go along with them to Iowa to take
up land opzn to settlement. Many went to the city but, he preferred to
remain in Pelham, and the guiet life 1n the country town.

He used to say that he never asked anyone to vote for him with one
exception, when he had some objective in view, something he thought the
town n2eded as free textbooks., He was always nominated at the party
caucus, and usually elected. Some men did active campaigning with a
few drinks offered, but not Charles Hobhs, Men came cut and voted for
him because he was an honest man, had sound judgment, worked for the
interests of the town, and to keep the taxes down., Some years the town
was free from debt due to his administration. The town officers did
their own work, no secretaries or typewriters. It was necessary to
write well, and <now how to figure - ha could do both.

He served as Sclectman from 1877 to 18%4; again 1912 to tvwly, On
six different occasions he held the two offices of Town Clerk and Select-
man. Town Clerk from [8%0 to 1836, again 1920 to 1921. The beautiiul
script of Charles Hobbs and Pearl Atwood adorn the Town Books,

Town Treasurer from 1901 to 1911 and Hchool District Treasurer
from 1906 to 1921. He negotiated with Supt. Fasset, of Nashua, a con-
tract for Pelnam pupils to attend Nashua High School. Supt. Fasset became
interested in son, Sam, and urged him to send Sam to Dartmouth College,
where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa and Magna Cum [aude.

School Board, with Mr. Jonathan Woodman and Rev, Augustus Berry
were eventful years, as through hard work Charles succeeded in building
two new District School Buildings, and furnishing free textbooks. They
personally examinaed and selected excellent texts.

For years he served as Library Trustee, the building he had served
as building chairman; Cemetery Trustee, where he had purchased, surveyed
and laid out in lots in the Gibson addition. He was always listed as Surveyor
of wood and lumber, and sealer of weights and measures. Hewas an ex-
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cellent judge of woodland and values. All this was done at a minimum cost.

The Town Reports list his name more frequently than that of any
other man. Year after year he worked on organizing the report. Often he
was called in to assist other officers, which he did gencrously. The
earlier reports were most interesting and easy to understand as the story
was told in their own way, clear and businesslike. The 1925 report lists
his death -

April 21, 1924 - Charies W. Hobbs, Justice of Peace -

Son of Moody Hobbs and Elisabeth P. Spofford,

MEMORIAL DAY IN PELHAM

Memorial Day, a day set apart to honor the soldier dead, had become
a National Day. In 1868 '""The whole community joined in honoring those
who had given the last full measure of devotion. " '

Eignty-three Pelham men had served in the Union Army, in the War
- of the Rebellion. This army was to become known as the Grand Army of
the Republic as the years went on. There were those who had served from
the eventful day they answered President Lincoln's call for 300, 000 volun-
teers to put down the rebellion, until they were mustered out in June and
July of 1865. Some had been unable to stand the hard life in camp, the cold
of winter in tents and hastily constructed barracks, or the intense heat of
the southern sun in summer; and had been discharged as unable to live the
rugged life of the soldier. Others had contracted disease, lost limmbs, been
blinded, or suffered shattered nerves under the terrific bombardments of
shot and shell, Others had died on the southern battlefields, and were
buried under long mounds - "a common grave''; or some lie in natural
cemeteries marked by long lines of markers. A few were buried in the
Pelham Cemetery - The Gage brothers; Lieutenant Thoms, of the Horse
Cavalry; Titcomb and others.

Gathering on the common at the Old Town Hall were the veterans,
the fife and drum corps or the local band; the school children and their
teachers from each district, The girlis wore white dresses, hair neatly
braided (or curls for the naturally fortunate) and white hats - flower
trimmed or decorated with ribbon streamers. The boys wore neat suits,
jackets buttoned, hair parted and sleek for the occasion. The older girls
were ""Flower Girls' and carried beautiful wreaths. The younger children
carried bunches of flowers. It was the ambition of all small girls to
reach the age of Flower Girls and make and carry a beautiful wreath.

The Grand Army veterans in blue, wearing the broad brimmed
Grand Army hat with cord of gold, led the procession. COtton Moore was
marshall of the parade. He got the children in line with military precision,
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and barked out the orders. The drummmers and fifers struck up a tune and
the procession moved down the Lowell Road. As the loag linz neared the
gate the drums sounded a muiffled bheat, the fife ceased and the procession
moved down the road into the grove of giant pines nezar the hearse housec.
There a circle was foermed and Marshall Moore counted off a group for the
right section, one for the left section and a third to cross over into the new
Gibson additioa.

Veterans escorted the Flower (Girls to the graves, where sad faced
kinstolk stood with thoughifiul minds reaching back to the day when the
gallant youths had marched away to the call of their country., The drums
rolled. The Flower Girls hung the wreath on the flag standards over cach
grave. The little ones placed their flowers, they all moved back to the
grove; and Rev, Augustus Berry led the praver, Otton Moore's crisp voice
called oul the order and the procession moved out the great iron gate up
the LLowell Road to the Congregational Charcn.

The church was already half filled with parents, out of town friends
returned for this day of mmemories, citizens of all religious groups, and
always some bhabies in mothers’ arms to add their voilces to the program.
The church was decorated with bunting and flowers. The full choir was
scated in the choir loft, and Mr., Greeley was at the organ which pealed
ot a stirring march. 7The veterans, with colors lowered, came first
followed by the school children and teachers of Districts 1,2, 3,4,5 - the
childrern filing into the pews waiting for Marshall Moore's order to be
secated.

The Chairman of the Day, Charles Hobbs, who served three years
in the Army of the Potomac came forward., He stood in front of the
assembly never mounting the platform. His usually sparkling blue cyes
and zenlal manner was missing, His countenance was solemn, his eyes
fixed on memories of his f{allen comrades. His voice announced the
program - The Prayer,Rev., Augustus Herry- The Battle Hymn of the
Repuablic, by the Choir- {the chairman recalled hearing Julia Ward Howe,
auvthor of this famous hymn sing it in Washington, D.C., when he was con-
valescing in 2 Military Hospital; the Getftysburg Address was recited by
Grace Coleman, Sadie Hobbs or some other able reader.

The Schools were called to the platform, first District No., 1, then
others in order 2, 3,4, and 5. The children marched to the platform
arranged with the clder and tall pupils in the rear, and the little ones in
front. Usually there was a song by the entire group, recitations, exer-
cises, and an occasional solo. Each District was allowed ten or {ifteen

minutes.
Anxious attention of parents resulted in sympathetic amusement for

the stage struck and pride in rendition and appearance of the home district.
Ofiten the solemnity of the occasion was broken iy the voices of preschool
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children in the audience recognizing some brother or sister on the stage,
and always a crying baby.

Patriotic songs were sung-~ The Battle Hymn of the Republic,
Battle Cry of Freedom, Tenting Tonight, The Vacant Chair, and Marching
Through Georgia were favorites. The Blue and the Gray, Barbara
Frietchie, and "pieces' found in the Teacher's Magazine were recitations
often repeated.

A distinguished speaker from a nearby city or town addressed the
assembly; e.g., Attorney Soring from Nashua; Rev. Kelly from The Yellow
Meeting House in Dracut; Col. King, a Nashua veteran who had suffered in
Libby Prison; and John M. Sullivan, New Hampshire'’s Representative to
Congress. It was a long afternoon, but filled with inspiration. It was nice
to see the children of the town assembled; to meet friends and neighbors; to
hear a distinguished speaker; and to close with the entire audience singing
America. There was a feeling of dedication to our Republic, togetherness
as a community, and pride in the younger generation soon to take over the
responsibilities of leadership.

As the years went by and a Junior High School started, interest
lagged. ©Out of town teachers wanted a holiday, many wishing to go to the
city and turn such ceremonies over to patriotic organizations. The exer~
cises were curtailed and consisted of singing, the Gettysburg Address, a
speaker, and possibly a program from one of the Districts. After Waorld
War 2, the American Legion Post No. 100 took over the exercises. They
met at the Legion Hall to form for the Parade- with scouts, school bands
and patriotic organizations taking part. They marched to the Cemetery
where Military Services were conducted~ returning to the lL.egion Hall for
exercises and lunch. The public turned out well, and the exercises were
in keeping with the times.

DEACCOCN JOHN BUTLER MONUMENT -~ 1887

The descendants of John Butler, an early settler of Pelham, New
Hampshire, had approached Pelbham officials with the proposal that they
erect a monument at Pelham Center in honor of their pioneer ancestor.

Accordingly, in the Town Meeting of 1887~ "Voted that a committee
be appointed by the moderator to cooperate with the authorized committee
in relation to the erection of a monument to Deacon John Butler. "

Mr. Frederick Cutter appointed the following committee: John
Woodbury, Enoch M. Marsh, Daniel Marshall, Samuel Kelley, George H.
Currier and Warren Sherburne.
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The sense of the mecting was taken as to wave the monument erected
on the Town Common, and it was unanimous that they should erect it there
if they so desired.,

"$300. 00 was raised to inclose that part of the Puablic Common
batween the Town Hall and the Congregational Chaerch, in “he shape of a
triangte which surrounds the John Butler monament with a suitable fence,

and set out some shade trees therein; tha2 same {or the use of the town.”

"About forty citizens of the town assembicd on the Public Common
and graded a park thereon, said Park boing in the form of a triangle and
csurraumi*Ln'r tha John Butler moniament, Eigh! Rock Maple trees were pur-
chased from Asa Clement of Dracut, who was presaent and supervised the
s=tting of the same. ¥Elims were also 32t out, they boing presented by

Frederick O, Cutter of this town. As tne {irst troe was placed, Rew.

Agustes Berry made some remarks apnropriate 1o the occasion, "

"George 5. Buatler, Daniel Marshall, John Wilson, George H.
Currier, and Frank M. Woodbary were in charge of the work, The ladies

provided an excellent dinner which was served ir the Town Hall.

A book entitied, The Butler Familyarrangaed by Albert Wilmont

Rook, contains an Ode by Frederick Fautl Hill (a descendant of John

PButler) written {or the Dedication of the monament., It alsce contains an
address dalivered at the Dedication on June 9, 1856, by one of his descend-
some account of Deacon John Butler of Pelham, N.H., and of
Ih Descendants, by Caleb Butler of Groton, Mass. ' (pablished 1n 1848-

ants; and "

49) as printed below:

"John Rutler, one of the sarliest seitlers of Pelham, N, H., was
born in Woburn, Mass.,, July 22, 1677, His father, Jarmnes Buller appears
on the tax-list of Wobarn, Mass., for tne years 1b¢b, 1677, 16/8, but the
name of Butler is not on later lists, so thoe inference is that he died soon
after the birth of his son John.,

Jonn Butler was first taxed in Woburn, Mass.,, March 8, 1698 and
for the last time in 1721. The birth of e¢ight of his children 1s here re-
cordad.

Jonathan Tyng, of Woburn, Marun 3, 1721, conveyed by deed to

John BPutler, of said Waoburn, 450 acres of land lying in Dunstable next ad-
joining the Dracut line, and soon after another parcel of 150 acres. The
line between Dunstable at that time is known to have run from 'a pine tree
in sight of Beaver Brook' to Long Pond, crossing "Mammo>th Road', now
so called, near the school house and burying ground in the southwesterly
part of Pelham. HMence it appears that the John Butler land was situated
in a territory afterwards including in Nottingham West, and subsequent to
astablistiment of the State IL.ine, incorporated into the town of Peitham, and
is the same upon which ne and many of nis posterity lived and died, and
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where some of his descendants still reside. It appears that he moved
from Woburn to take possession of his lands in the spring of 1721-1722.

Proprietors of wild lands in this region about this time erected a
building on the side of Benjamin Cutter's present dwelling house for the
purpose of encouraging settlers in those regions by giving them the use
and occupation of it while preparing habitations of their own.

It is believed that John Butler was one of the first who settled in
that region to avail himself of the privilege tendered, and occupied the
building until he built a house on the land he had purchased from Mr. Tyng.
This he erected on a spot between the present house and barn of Mr. John
Gage, upon or nzar the easterly side of the present travelled "Mammoth'"
road. It was constructed of pine logs, hewn and locked or dove-tailed to-
gether at the corners, with a ditch and palisades around it, and port holes
through the logs on all sides of convenient height for shooting in case of
attack by the Indians. This stood about fore-score years after its erection
to be viewed by two generations and was then taken down and all traces
obliterated.

Little 1s known of the life of this pion=er. It appears that at the
first meeting in Nottingham west (now Hudson) he was chosen Town Clerk
and a Selectman, which offices he held for several years. He is styled
Deacon in the records both of Pelham and Hudson, and must have been one
of the first in both places. HHe was the progenitor of a numerous race of
hardy, robust, honest, yeomanry. The small rough stone which marks
the spot of his interment in the common burying ground a little south of
where his humble dwelling stood, bears the following inscription rudely
engraved upon it.

D.
John
Butler
1759 A,

82,

The tollowing answer was sent from the genealogical bureau as to
who was the first settler of Pelham, N.H. Five men ftrom Woburn, Mass.
came in 1721-1722. Tradition reports Butler and Hamblin occupied the
same cabin. The first settler in the place was a Butler. He located on
Beaver Brook, and built a saw and grist miil, and it is known as Butler's
Mills to the present. A man by the name of Gage settled on what is now
known as Gage Hill, who supposed that he was the only one in the place,
but one morning he was on the hill and discovered smoke on what was called
Gumpas Hill. He took his axe and started for the smoke, marking the trees
on the way, and found Butler located there, and building his mill." (From-
The Butler Family- pg. 19)

At present (1961) Mrs. Nettie Spaulding Butler and her son Chester
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Spaulding, and zrandson Chester Soaulding Jr., and daughters Mrs. Alma
Styles and Mrs. Ruth Styles and son, and Miss Hazel Spaulding are the
direct descendants of Deacon John Butler aow living in Pelham.

INSCRIPTION ON THE DEACON JOHN BUTLER MONUMENT

Deacon
John Butler
born in
Woburn, Mass.

July 22, A.D. 1677
Settled wn Pelham
Marmmotnh Road nzar
Gumpus Pond A, DD, 1721

Died A.D. 1759

To Deacon

John Butler

the first

Settler in Pelham
This Monument
Frected by

His Descendants

June A. D, 18806



TEACHERS

The name of Mary Richardson appezars in the Supervising School
Committee minutes of 1854 as certified for Summer Term. This was the
beginning of life time service as a teacher, in the District School, or
giving home instruction in her home in Pelham.

Her early schooling was that of the usual country school of that
period. She studied several terms at Kingston Academy, at Kingston,
N.H., then entered the senior year at Bradford Academy, Bradford,
Mass., and graduated in 1854,

She taught in various rural schools; and with the assistance of
Miss Mary Gage, she conducted what was called a high school, or Miss
Richardson's Select School, where only older pupils attended. The
courses were beyond the usual country school subjects, She also taught
High School, in the hall over John Woodbury's store and later in the
Town Hall. Her classes were popular and attracted a large group of
youngz people of Pelham and adjoining towns,

In 1871 she returned to Bradford Academy to teach Natural
Science. In 1870 she returned to her native town to care for her parents,
and became the wife of the pastor, the Reverand Agustus Berry. "

Her home was always open to people of the community., They
carmne to her with their problems- school, health, and social. She organ-
ized classes for young pecople not able to go away to scnool, but able
students. Backward children were tutored. A young woman who had lost
ability to speak through unsuccessful surgery, was taught to speak again
and to read and write once more. High School students came to her with
their problems which she helped them reason out for themselves.

An eloguent speaker, she was in demand for special occasions
and even preached one summer in the Congregational Church. Inspired
she carried her audience with her, Some of her fine pocems and speeches
are preserved in '"Loose Leaves, ' papers gathered from her desk,

For years she served as Superintendent of Schools, and stands out
as the most dedicated, progressive, and efficient person to hold that
position. She worked with teachers helping them to grow in service. They
received her counsel gladly and developed as teachers.

Gradually the employment of young men teachers in winter became
less frequent, possibly because local young women were willing and able
to cope with the discipline of big boys. More teen-age boys were going

away to school for at least a year, or to complete the course at some High
School or academy.
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Among the familiar names were Harriot Ani Chase {1865); Mary
Elizabetnh Hobbs {18556-1857) (later to become Mrs., ¥noch Marsh)., Sybil
Currier taught at No. 3 and No. 5; Miss Susan Smith began a life career
in 1865, teaching No. 3 and later in almost every schoo! district, She was
a handsome woman, sparkling dark eyes, ani a quiet voice and mann=ar.

hz won the lasting affection of her puptis. Abbie J. Sleeper taught in
No. 5 {(1867-1868) and also at Maxrsh ill in Dracut, and onz winter on
Sherburn= Hill, No. &6 School., 5She rmnarried Charles Hobbs and became
the mother of twin daughters, and five other girls and two sons. Alice
W oodbury taught in District No. | and No. 4, and married E.C. Gage who
operated a large farm on (Gage Hiall.

Due to disciplinary difficulties, when a young man teacher was "'put
ocut'. Mr. Berry persuaded Charles Hobbs, a very few years out of the
army, to take the winter school. He did so solving the disciplinary problem
in a unique way. Boys gquarreling and complaining of bhzing hit, resulted in
the "master’ serving as referee and requiring a real ""astting fight. ' This
solved the big boy probklems. Charles soon won his pupils’ good will and
admiration. One man said of his winter with the rugged ex-soldicr: '"We
don't have teachers like him today- he could put a mathematics problem
on the board and teach 25 how to solve it without a beook. ' Charles,
however, did not wish to make teaching a career. He taught the practical
things they would need everyday such as measuring wood, and keeping
accounts., He also instilled a love of good literature in his puplls. His
favorite authors were Sir Walter Scott, and Liord Macauley. The stirring
martial theme had its appeal,

Miss Annie Hill of North Pelham took the school the next winter
(1877-1878). She was the daughter of Deacon Hill of the Pelham Congrega-
tional Charch, whose home was the Herbert place on Mammeoth Road., A
young woman of some education, she advanced in the profession, later
running a private school in the vicinity of Philadelphia. Ann and her
sister eventually entered the mission [ield, one working in Africa and one
in lLabrador., During the earlier years of their teaching they returned to
tewn for vacation, setting up classes {or girls in elocution and physical
culture, closing with a recital in the Town Hall, which was a special event
for the young people.

Miss M. Ammanda Cloyd is first listed as a teacher in 1869, She
secrved in District No. 2 for many years. A brilliant student with a strong
personality, she made an enviable record. Many 1nnovations were made
such as the "Gumpus School ILibrary, ! which included reference books,
and well selected books for leisure reading. She also served in the church
school, teaching a class of young ladies and gentiemen in Bible Study. She
served as Sunday School Librarian, selecting and dispensing moralistic
stories for wornen and girls, She was also leader of the Laurel Band, a
group of young women,

Miss Julia Ann Bixby appearcd in the Pelham Schools in 1881, as
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teacher in No. 5 District. Her name appears on District No. 1 in 1886.
For years she taught in one or the other of these districts until the two
schools were combined in 1900, as the No. 5 school was small that year.
Pupils were transported in "Ben" Simpson's covered milk wagon to the

Center School, making a total of about farty pupils distributed in the nine
grades.

A great organizer, she managed her school whether small or
large so that all classes were heard everyday. A strong disciplinarian,
she demanded perfect order and got it. She was no respecter of persons;
but tongue-lashed individuals and the group, reducing everyone in the
school into tears. On the other hand she was happy and gentle and tender
with children underprivileged or suffering some sorrow. Her pupils
were able to enter city schools and Academies and stand well, or enter
business or employment and compete with more highly educated young
people.

During the 1840's a group of attractive and able young women
taught in Pelham. Many home town girls graduated from High Schools or
Normal Schools and secured a position in the home town. Emma France
Woodmann {Carleton) taught in District No. 2 for several years. She was
alert, intelligent, able in Music and Drawing, and well liked by her
pupils. She arranged the room attractively, provided a recitation corner
where a sccialized recitation was carried on.

Miss Mae Chase was another No., 2 teacher. Young and filled with
enthusiasm she was recognized as a successful teacher. She later taught
in Andover and other Massachusetts towns.

Miss Bertha Smith came from Derry, N.H, to teach in the Center
School. She had studied at Plymouth Normal School and had absorbed all
the newest developments in teaching elementary schools. (1889-1900)

She was a beautiful young woman with dark wavy hair, brown eyes,
a dimpled cheek and a pleasing voice. She was gifted in music, could play
the organ, sing well, and teach children to sing in parts. Able in Art, she
introduced water color painting. She could teach the older children well,
as she was a keen student. The beginners were of special interest. All
study activities of older pupils stopped and attention was centered on her
methods of teaching. The Ward method, a phonetic method, was in vogue.
Soon the little tots, some from homes where no English was spoken, were
reading fluently. She taught the little beginners songs with free dramatic
action., Every subject was made interesting and understandable. Greatest
of all she taught self reliance, honesty, fair play, and self government.
""Miss Bertha' as she was affectionately called went skating with the
children and entered into all the community activities. She later became a
Missionary Teacher in the schools for Negroes of the South. In later life
she returned to Pelham to see her former pupils. She reported doing
Americanization work with immigrants. This gifted teacher did valuable
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woTk in every sphere of educational work.

Miss Kate Lee began her tcachiog carecr in 1837, She was a
graduate of Pinkerton Acadermny with a gift for slocution and puablic speale-
ing. She tauzht District School! No. z for several years then mariried
Mr. Steven Donavan and raised a family. She returned to teaching when
widowed to continue teaching until she reached retirement age. She was
an excellent teacher and a beloved [riend to everyone in the commnanity,
always ready to take part in commuanity activities., She was tactfu!® in

s
f.

dealing with her pupils and their parents, considerate and respectiul to
older people and encouraging young people to continae education.

Mrs., Mary C. Berry was Suporintendent during those years. She
insfituted a School Exhibition Day at the Town Hall., Fach school was
given a period to demonstrate from the platforin the School in action,

This was a matter of some planning although the demonstration was un-
rehearsed,. Art and hand work was on display aad all parents and {riends
attended. Winthrop Hobbs drew a map of Pelham., Joho M. Woods,
formerly a Pelham man and a successful basiness man bounght the map
from him for $5. 00, an unheard of even., Many citizens returned Lo the
town for such events. Roy Jones disnlaved woodwork with an zxcellent
student’'s desk he had made,

George 5. Butler was a familiar figure, wvisiting the schools Lo
brinz supplies, and make friendly visits. In those days tne teacher often
invited the visitor to speak to the children., M1, Butler always had a
pleasant message for the children. Of course, they were curions regard-

inz supplies brought, pencils, pens, ana best of all books.

SCHGOIL, REPORTS

The Town Reporis of 1880 and continaing until the present, include
a section for the School Report, The 1830 to 1399 Town Reports contain a
sample of concise, condensed reports., On one page the complete statistics,
including the cost of each school, number of pupils, name of teacher, length
of term, and the name of the Prudential committee. These reporis were
clear and ecasily understood. This is recommended to present day state
statisticians whose reports puzzle the uninitiatedd.

There 18 a scholarly brief on aims, needs, and principles of education
and usually an appeal for continued interest and financial support. These
reports began in Dr., Churcn's day and were well worth reading. Dr, Church
was the best educated man in the town, and had a gift for writing and xeen
insight in the matter of education. |

One feature in the early days - the report wa s first submitted to Town
Meeting; and then the vote taken te have it printed for people to study at
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leisure. Later the auditor's report for the town was also printed,

To encourage better attendance at school a Perfect Attendance record
was printed in the 1880's and on. Clarence Stickney and George Hobbs were
present without being absent or tardy for seven years. Later in this period
Richard Currier had perfect attendance for a year or even a term.

The Prudential Committee, one man representing each district, had
the responsibility to look after his district - to see that there were supplies,
wood for the stove, visit occasionally and report any needs to the Supervising
School Committee. Familiar names appear on the list indicating that many
citizens served their turn.

Selecting at random one of the reports of 1883, for District No. 2.
Mr. Timothy Donovon representing the Prudential Committee. Miss M.
Amanda Cloyd, Teacher lst., and 2nd. terms, 9 weeks each; 3rd. term 12
weeks; Number of scholars lst. and 3rd. term, 31; 2nd. term 35; wages
ist, term and 2nd. term $32.00; 3rd. term $40.00. Miscellaneous expenses,
$14.75. Whole number of scholars 36; 22 boys and 11 girls.

Fach district is thus reviewed with the general statement: ''"The
wages of teachers are per month, and include board. The whole number of
scholars is the number of different scholars that have attended the school
the past year, The number of children in town between the ages of 5 and 15,
enumerated by the Selectmen in April last, 154; 71 boys and 83 girls, 5 more
than, "enumeration of 1881." The number of all ages attending school the
past year, 160; €3 boys and 77 girls. "

""The amount expended for schools as appears from the school
registers is $1437.53. District No. 1 for 27 weeks, $230.00; No. 2 for 30
weeks, $278.75; No. 3 for 34 weeks, $278.00; No. 4 for 29 weeks, $268.61;
No. 5 for 30 weeks, $270.00; No. 6 for 21 weeks, $112.17. The amount
raised by the town, $1179.50, Literary Fund, %$61.49, Dog Tax, $67.00. The
whole amount available for school purposes $1307.99. The amount expended
beyond that sum available for school purposes, $129.54. The money ex-~
pended in the five districts, for school purposes, is about the same as last
yvear, In these districts the expense per scholar is the same as last year,
$8.44."

March 1, 1883 . Augustus Berry, Superintending School Committee

The Philosophy of Education as expressed by Augustus Berry was of
a practical yet inspirational quality. His criteria for teachers was expressed
in the 1880 Town Report, under theé topic "Teachers We Need- These should
be persons of enthusiasms who have a passionate love for teaching, a natural
aptness for the work and were born to be teachers- persons who have some-
thing positive in their make-up who, to use a slang expression, have some
snap to them, They should have authority as a constitutional element, at
the same time hearts so loving as to render love the apparent sceptre of
their power. They should handle a class with perfect control, move it with
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versatile minds, broad scholarship, prufessional training, refined, grace-

ful manners, and a pure hcecasrt and life,"”

In the 1854 report e stated that he had sought the best edacational
methods for school, and had spared no labor or personal expense to keep
informed in regard to educational progress. He soaght to make educaticn
of practical value to prepare pupils for the ordinary intellectual nzeds of
lJife, stressing the importance of exercising correct habits of thought.

The 1879 report states- ""The curriculum should be more diversified,
classes persuing Algebra following Arithmaetic; advancing through Elemen-
tary Geography through Natural Science. ' Under tnis plan the 12-14 yeax
group became more advanced than the 15-17 year group, when tne tendency
was to keep scholars term alter term, geirg over fne same study. "Dwari-
ingz the Mind, " he termed it. He stressod Enpglish Grammar as important

and recommended vocal culture.,

"The human mind is a dalicate and wondrous thing, and there is
dunger that the teacher who has no understanding of it may do it unremedi~-
able harm. A teacher should be able to distinguish between the stuggishness
of mind, anrd a mind laboring for a clear perception. It is better to wait
several minutes for an answer, and have it right and clear, tnan the
instantanzous tveply that may be correct or incorrect. A child is often

spoiled as a thinker and reasoner by beingz nurried in vis answers. "

This dignified, ponderous, kindly scholar was especially loved and
respoected by the children of No., 1 Scneool. He visited school frequently,
called every child by name. IHe often took classes, or a series of classes
of older pupils, to the delight of the teacher, who lecarned much from his
development of the subjecf. Little childrern, as they passed the parsonage
garden, climbed on the fence to ¢all out a greeting.

On:z day he drove to the hill orchard to gather apples and did not
return. He was found dead among his trees. The children of No. 1 sat
around and "Dilly" Atwood and "Lu'" Cogger, oider girls took tne lead and
decirded that each child should Hring a nickle at leaat, toward a pillow of
white carnations for their old friend,

Such devotion, a free service to the community, fostered by high
ideals and noble example, made a lasting impression on the townspeople.
it gave the schools a reputation worthy of emulation. Service was the
watch-word in the life of Augustus Berry. Much inspiration was given by
his devoted partner Mary Richardson Berry, who assumed the work of
Superintending the School upon his death.

This couple attended many educational meetings and Teachers'
Institutes, and became acquainted with many leading educators of this
area including Dr. Windship, often referred to as the Dean of American
Education. He visited their home and engaged in educational discussions,

and lectured, as he was a gifted speaker,
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NORTHEASTERN ELECTRIC RAILLROAD 1902-1924

Connz=cted Pelham with Nashua, Lowell, Haverhill, and Lawrence

Pelham citizens were delighted with the idea of a railroad coming to
Pelham. The Town Records have nothing on the subject as this was the pro-
posal of an 1nterstate commission which made all arrangements preliminary
to the building of the road.

The railroad was surveyed and mapped out. The next step was to
secure rights of way from individual owners and town authorities. Three
types of deeds were offered to land ownars. Many gave the right of way
freely, glad to have the railroad near their property. Others received pay-
ment and gave up all claims. In some cases the land reverted to the owner,
Y and when the road was discontinued., The lawyers sought the help of
Charles W. Hobbs, Selectman, Surveyor and Justice, in tracing legal rigats
as he knew every parcel of land and had written deeds for many transfers of
propexriy.

The road was well plannzad by Arthur Dean, C,E, and the work pro-
gressed rapidly with many Italian laborers on the job., A few Pelham men
were employed, especially men with teams of work horses to haul, and
level etc. Simultanecusly the car barn, waiting room, and electric power
room were being built and formed ths center of the project in Pelham.

From Pelham Center the road followed the road north of the common,
past Woodbury's Store, Atwood's Store now, along the left side of the road
to Nashua, turned near the erd of the Shufelt property, continuing through
Muldoon and Mansfield property to Mammoth Road at North Pelham, turaed
left and went to Hudson through Valliey Farm, Smith's, and Hazelton's Fruit
Farm, through Hudson Center, then past Taranic Pond, along ths road to
the Hudson Bridge, across the Merrimack River and through the Boston and
Mainz Railroad square, through West Pearl Street to Main Street, Nashua.
Here the car stopped, the crew changed the trolley for the return trip,
after 'calling, "Car for Hudson, Pelham, Lowell, Lawrence, and Haverhill,"

The route to L.owell started at the Car Barn, crossed the common
turned south-west at the Center, and passed the Old Town Hall and went
down what is known as Marsh Road, around Greeley's corner, past the
left side of the Marsh Homes Farms; the white-house residence to the
Dracut line; through Collinsville past the Richardson and Cutter farms to
Meadow Road and south across the Merrimack bridge, left to Merrimack
Street, and on to Mexrrimack Square. The car unloaded passengers, the
crew changed the trolley and picked up passengers for the return trip.

The route to Haverhill and Lawrence from the car barn east across
the extention to Middle Bridge, turning abruptly left across property of
Daniel Atwood, turning onto the road past the Frye Gage place, now called
Greenwood's crossing, up Gage Hill across fields and the farm of the Young
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family to a place in Salem called Point A, where passengers changed for
Lawrence, and the trolley continued through Salem Depot, Salem Center,
and finally reached Haverhill,

Land damages granted for construction of the Hudson, Pelham, and
Salem Railroad- from 1902 Report of the N, H., H. R, Commission:

1. James Carr $ 30.00 5., Haeirs of Edward M.

2. Jonn W. Carr, Saran Tilcomb $430. 00
Cousin, Ada Hutch, & 6, L.aura A, Titcomb $ 50.00
a minor child of Lizzie $ 60,00 7. Henry K. Webster $150.00
Burrill 8. Thomas Harrison $400.00

3. Geerge C. Jackman $260.00 9. Milton E. Titcomb $275. 00

4. Henry S. Russ $150. 00

This Electric Railroad was an asset to Pelham. People could get to
the cities to carry on business, go shopping, commute to work or scncol-
Lowell or Nasnua High receiving thern., Recreoiion facilities were enjoyed,
attending theater, vaudeville sbows, Lodge medctings, concerts, and other
forms of entertainment. People employed in ofiices would commute to work.
Mili workers in Lowell and Lawresnce could commute. Many were employed
in stores in the city.

FPerhaps the greatest satisfaction was the opening of "Cool and Shady
Canobie,” an amusement park at Canobie Lake. A beautiful sneet of water
with extensive groves and many amusement attractions, The park was
beautifully landscaped, with colorful flower beds, and picnic groves, and a
high class of amusements., Included in these amusements were 3 summer
tneater, bowling alleys, a dance hall, merry-go-round, and a multitude of
amusement booths., Rowing, canceing, and a steamer trip around the lake
was offered. A dining room, refreshment booths, and picnic grounds were
availabie. Canobie Lake pecame a popular place for church, family, and
Lodge picnics, or dancing parties. Ball games and athletics were popular,
For a few years Gilbert and Sullivan operettas were presented and Mr.
Hood's oratories were occasionally given in th: open air theater,

Cars from Nashua, Lowell, lLawrence and Haverhill entered the
park, circled about, and discharged a multitude of passengers to enjoy
the beautiful park and the entertainments offered. We must not neglect to
mention the Penny Arcade, with the {irst moving pictures many had seen,
operated by turning a crank. The Merry-go-round, with a cheice of
animals to ride, and a chance to get the brass ring, as the riders whirled
by. was very popular with the children,

Excursion trips to the pbeaches were also popular. The Pelbam
Grange chartered a car, and went to Hampton Beach for a day of pleasure,
including swimming, and the recreations offered there. This trip was
the greatest attraction.
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Pelham folks found work in the cities, in the mills, stores, as
secretaries, and on the electric cars and at the FPelham Car Barn and
Power Station. (These buildings have been renovated or removed and
are part of the St., Patrick complex.)

Many Pelham men got work on the electric cars as motormen and
conductors. Asa and Dan Carleton, and Willis Atwood served as motor-
men, Oscar Hirsh, Frank Marsh, Milan Stickney, Henry Cogger, Roy
Owverlock, Al Jones, Frank Carleton, Pearl Atwood, Otis Giles, Howard
Fox, and Gage Fox worked for the company. Several workers on tne
railroad came to town to live - Charles and Frank Piper, Hutchison,
Harold Frost and Fred Tillotson manned the power room. Moses Raymond
was the greaser. Ernest Overiock was manager and a very cfficieat one,
wno kept all the plant 1in order and the service running properly.

Special ticket books were issued to school children. A new state
law required every town, not supporting a High Sthool, to pay tuitioan for
pupils going to approved High Schools in the State of New Hampshire.
Mary Hillman (now Sherburne) was the first to attend Nashua Hignh uandszsr
tnis provision, graduating 1906. Sam Hopbs, Ernest Jones, Virginia
and Clara Cutiter, Eilen Muldoon, Frances Hobhbhs and Bertha Lewls were
in the class of 1907, Bertha transferred to the Business College the
second year, A contract was made with Nashaa High School. A few
attendad ILowell High Scnool and some went to Pinkerton Academy, in
Derry. They came home for the weekends going on the Electric cars
to the Salem De»nof then 2y train to Derry.

Pupils continued to go fo High Scheool in neighboring cities until
crowded conditions made it 1mpossible. In the year 1955, a contract was
negotiated with Alvirne High, Hudson, N, H.

The first years of the Pelham, Hudson, Salem Flectric Car
Company were successful both with the towns serviced and amusement
seckers, when tne unfortunate accident took place. Sunday crowds
travelled on the cars to Canobie Lake Park, to tne beaches and the
country towns to avoid tne neat of tne cities, On September b, ivo3, a
traffic center was set up to expedate traffic, on the common 1n front ot
tne Oid Town Hali. A starter was in charge who directed the cars.

Mr. Stevens, filled with anxiety for his wife, gave the signal tor a car,
driven oy Plinny Knapp, to leave the center and go towards Nashua. The
down comirig trolley scheduled to arrive at the common 1 a ftew minutes
collided with tne North bound car.

Four persons were killed and forty injured in tne collision.
George Gillman Andrews, Postmaster of Hudson, N, H.; George Gilbert,
Nashua, N.H,; Samucl W. Mayes, Motorman Salem, N.H,; died at 9:10
p. m. ; Albert Collette, Nashua, N.H. were the dead. Injured were taken
to Lowell General Hospital, St. John's Hospital, Lowell; Nashua and
Hawverhill. Patients were treated for {ractures, several amputations
were periormed, scalp wounds, and internal injuries were suffered.
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They were taken 1n the electric cars 1o the cities where ambulances were
waiting and crowds assernbled. Pelpbamm men assisted in the care oif the
injured. Charies Hobbs, wveteran of the Civil War cared for a woman
suffering and bleeding profusely, as did Mr. L.emuel Mansiietd on whose
farm the accident occurred. They desoribed the crowd frantic with
anxiety., fearving their own relatives were among the mjured. Tne police
nad the ditficult task of controlling foe crowd and placing the injured 1n
ambulances., Several fatal injuries iollowed. |

T Tiop

Report trom a Lowell paper-~ e car thal left Pelbam at

vesterday morning was Iman

ned by Conductor

.-

Plinny Knape., botn of whom are said to 2o new
il halie

innag,

R E

oy g re e
BT |
TR y
ek

zibie for tne accident., later death carne to nis

assurad by Fox, "vou were not to blame, it was Stevens H
Knapp entered on the voad akout three weeks ago, and was rea-

garded as a competent man. The facts that the brakes were found nard
set after the collision shows that he made an effort to stop the car
before jumping.

Without doubt the damage claims were neavy. Tne Hudson,
Pelharm, and Salem Electric Railway was forced into receivership late

in 1904, being organized as Hudson, Pelham, and Salem Street Railway
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during September 1907. Somewhat more than five years later, on April 1,
1913 the company was consolidated with Massachusetts Northeast Street
Railway.

Service was continued to Canobie Lake Park and to the several cities,
Pupils continued to commute to High School, mill workers to the mill cities.
The early Town Farm route was used to take Lawrence workers to the
Arlington Mills. Two Nashua business workers traveled daily from Nashua
to Haverhill., I.egal business at Hillsborough County Courthouse was a con-
venience and Pelham banking was done in Nashua rather than in Massachusetts
cities,

With the coming of the automobile, especially the Ford, passenger
service declined to the cities and to '"cool and shady Canobie'. Finally the
line between Nashua, Pelharm, and Salem was discontinued. The small
trolleys to Lowell, dubbed "Maude and Pegpy'' were the only remaining
cars, When that was discontinued, Pelham was without public trans-
portation service,

Many had purchased Fords and drove themselves or in groups. The
Selectmen worked to have bus companies give service to Pelham, but the
public would not patronize it., They preferred to drive themselves or form
groups.,

Pelham had become an integrated part of the state through their
experience. The Street Railway Hearing before the Public Service Com-
mission, relative to the abandonment of services of Mass, & Northeastern
Street Railway, was well attended. Counsels presented arguments.,

The hearing seemed finally to hinge wholly on the company being
unable to finance necessary repair to roadbeds. Representatives of the
various communities spoke in favor of communities' needs for transporta-
tion. Mr. Belden claimed the railway company was not able to meet the
financial requirements and did not care to continue the responsibility of
operation of these lines under present conditions.

Time Table Published in Souvenir For Old Home Day- 1909

Cars leave Pelham for Collinsville and Lowell at 7 and 37 minutes
past each hour. First car 5:37 A, M. ; Last car 11:45 P.M. Leave Collins-
ville for Pelham at 7 and 37 minutes past each hour., First car 6:07 A, M. ;
Last car 12:07 P, M.

l.eave Pelham for Nashua at 8 and 38 minutes past each hour. First
car 6:08 A, M.; Last car 11:08 P, M. Returning leaving Nashua for Pelham
at 15 and 45 minutes past each hour. First car 6:45 A, M, ; Last car
11:45 P, M.,
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Leave Pelham for Haverhill and Lawrence at 22 and 52 minutes
past each hour. First car 6:22 A, M. lastcar 10:52 P.M. Returning,
leave Haverhill for Pelham on the hour and half hour. First car 6 A, M,
Last car, 10:30 P, M. Leave Lawrence for Peilam at 15 and 45 minutes
past each hour. First car 6:45 A, M, I.ast car 10:45 P, M,

TORCH LICHT PARADES [580-1890

Vigorous political cammpaigns were popular in the 1880's-1890's,
Rallies were held by the two parties, Republicans and Democrats in the
Town Hall, Feelings ran bhigh and men exerted themselves to support

the party of their choice,.

Huge banners were stretched high above and acroess the main
roadcs at the center. The Democrats banner was across Gage Hill Road
in ivont aof John Woodbury's store and the Reputlican's across Windham
e atiached to tail

Road in front of the parsopage., These banners wery
trees set cut 2along the highway by public spirited citizens to beautify

the village.

There were Torch Light Parades with men carryving blazing
torches, the Pelham Band in full regalia play‘iilg;g patriotic and popular
songs as they paraded around the conmurion., The crowd gathered on the
comynon in front of the Town 111, the band thern assembled in the Band
Stand and vendered frequent selections, Party leaders and visi tlng
pecches - Tand the band played on'

politicians delivered stirring s

Meediess to say, the ladies and older men cheered from the way-~

de and the little bovys trailed along with the parade, while lzttle girils

%;c:oci with their mamas, wide eved and thrilled,

F.!;

]

The Pelharmn Band gained some notoriety af this period, The
organization included Homer Proper, Ired Hand, George Roberts,
Clarence Stickney, and others. They wore uniforms, gave outdoor con-
certs on the Common on suwmmer evenings and were employed by near -
by communilties., During some of their out of town performances several
fell from grace, and could not give saitisfactory performances when under
the influence, so they lost populariity with the audiences.

On the nights of Federal Elections people gathered at the Town Hall
and F.M. Woodbury's store to get the returns, as the only telephone in
town was at the store, Citizens were as interested in the 1890's as they
arc today. Returns came in slowly and people waited impatiently for the
complete coverage in the Bosion paper the next davy,.
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THE FIRST WORLD WAR -- PELHAM'S PART IN IT

The period of the early 1900's brought many changes in the foreign
relations of the United States with other countries, The United States had
locked on, as the (German war machine attempted the conquest of Europe.
France and Belgium had been invaded, and England attacked. The German
armies had reached the coast and the German air force bombed England.
The English Army, which had gone to the rescue of its ally France, was
almost exhausted before the power of the United States entered the conflict.

Authorities regarded the power of Germany almost impregnable,
The English would not accept defeat but, it took the sinking of the American
Ships and interference with our shipping to awaken the United States to
action.

Farly in 1914 when the first news of the war came to America,
President Wilson issued a proclamation declaring the neutrality of the
United States. He urged all Americans to observe neutrality. Trade with
warring nations was carried on, even though ports were closed and waters
mined, The menace of the submarines was great. The British Lusitania
with American passengers and some ammunitions was torpedoced by a
German submarine. 114 American men, women, and children went down
to death on the sinking ship off the coast of Ireland. The German govern-
ment had assured President Wilson that liners would not be sunk without
warning providing no resistance was offered.

Six American ships were torpedoed. On April 6, 1917, Congress
declared war on Germany. Immediately a plan for drafting men 18 to 45
inclusive was adopted. Draft boards were set up, bond drives organized,
higher taxes on inheritance and corporation profits were imposed. The
President issued the famous 14 points in this "war to end war, "

Several men volunteered in order to get into the branch of the
service desired. Roswell Raymond and John Guild were the first men
drafted. They reported to Camp Devens and within a few months were
sent across to fill up the ranks of the French Army. This was hard on
the boys with so little training; but Private Raymond wrote of his ex-
periences in the Argonne, where the Veteran French soldiers taught him
how to take care of himself. He told of the German soldiers on platforms
high in the trees, shooting at the French. Fortunately, the war ended
soon and boys came home. John Guild was assigned the duty of serving
as escort to wounded men to their homes, thus giving an opportunity to
see a little of his own country.

Harvey Fred Hillman served in the Air Force and piloted a plane
over France. Charles Stickney became a cook in an American camp in
France. This had been a favorite avocation on camping trips before
entering the service, and became his vocation in later life. Charles
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Winthrop Hobbs, 6 ft. 4 1/2 in. tall enlisted in the Navy. He was sent to
work in the Mine Plant Barracks, in FPortsmouth, Va. on the James River,
He aided in making and loading of mines, which were sent to the North Sea
and were instrumental in effecting a barrage on the German submarines.,
The ammunition depot was heavily guarded. The men handling the T, N, T.
wore masks and special clothing, that endured the heat and danger of
munition workers. Philip Foisie served as 2nd. Lieutenant, 19th Field
Artillery, following his entrance to Officers Training. After the war he
entered Medical School, and became a successful M, D, Frank lLewis
served in the Navy. At the close of the war he returned to his position

as Principal of Somerville High School, New Jersey. His special mission
was to advocate and build up the health of our vouth., Later, he was in

the Pentagon working for that cause. Henry P, Cogger suffered from gas
poisoning which eventually resuilted in his death,

Martine Cutter, known in her home town as '""Sue’, served as an
army nurse, In an unfortunate accident in a hospital camp she received
an injury which limited her activitiez for life, However, she carried on
bravely, travelled widely, and was seli-sustaining. Mary Cutter, her
sister, entered social service abroad during the occupation of Europe by
American troops,

The whole nation rose to support the war effort, and go to the
rescue of Europeans from whom many were descended. As of old, Pelham
Tose to the occasion.

Mr. Frank Stark of Nashua, came to Poelham to start the movement
in Pelham, He contacted Charles W, Hobbs, ¢ivil war veteran and Com-~
mander of State Grand Army of the Republic, as well as leading citizen, to
head the drive for War Bonds., He alsc asked him to recommend someone
to head the Red Cross. Several were suggested, but Mr, Stark insisted
that Miss Mary Hobbs should be President of the Pelham Red Cross. She
met with a good response from the wonien of the town. The Memorial Room
at the Library became the headquarters, The Red Cross met every Thurs=-
day afternoan to make surgical dressings under the supervision of Mrs,
Alice Overlock., The women wore the white uniform with the veil and emblem.
Sewing and knitting was also accomplished. 7The officers chosen were:
Miss Mary E. Hobbs, Chairman; Mrzs, M.V. McAlister, Vice Chairman;
Mrs. Alice Hillman, Treasurer; Mrs., Albert F. Jones, Secretary,

Quantities of work was delivered to the Nashua Headguarters. The
electric cars and people geoing to the city delivered the work, Mrs. Alice
Overiock was appointed to represent the home service section of the Nashua
Chapter of the Red Cross, The Red Craoass at this time had charge of the
nursing, prepared hospital supplies, and gave First Aid and Home Nursing
courses, They served efficiently for the short period that the United States
was at war, and did valuable service for soldiers' families following that
time.



The Bond Drive was equally successful, Commander Charles
Hobbs secured speakers to interest the pecple and canvassed the town with
good results. It was a wonderful revelation of the loyalty and devotion of
the people of Pelham,

Mrs. Charles Foisie organized a group onGage Hill to do Red Cross
work, Her adopted son, 2nd Lt. Philip S. Foisie, 19th. Field Artillery,
transferred from Camp Stanley, Texas to Camp Upton, New York.

A service flag was dedicated on the common by the Ladies Club of
Pelham, on Memorial Day, to honor the Pelham men in the service.
Charles W. Hobbs was Chairman of the Day. Lt. Col. E,H. Masace,
Judge Advocate at Camp Devens was the speaker, Alfred Favor, of
Melrose Highlands, rendered several patriotic selections, School children,
men in uniform, and veterans were given places of honor.

The prompt action of the United States in furnishing arms and men
to the relief of the Europeans and the exhausted British; and the complete
mobilization of economy and food supplies to stricken countries brought
the war to a sudden close.

Rumors of an armistice got around and the populace went wild with
joy and excitement. People drove about blowing horns and ringing bells;
everyone rushed to the street to join the crowd. Then news came that the
celebration was premature. In a few days the armistice became a fact,
and real celebrations began, This took a more dignified form. Parades
were organized as were patriotic meetings with officials taking part.

The return of troops began. Men returned to former work or were
gathered into camps for training for new jobs. I was in New York City
attending Columbia Summer School and attended a parade of troops who had
seen active service abroad. As the veterans marched down Fifth Avenue
they were indeed a band of tired men dressed in the worn uniforms and
battered helmets they had worn in France. They showed just what they
had been through. Following the parade, I went downtown to do a little
shopping, and bought a pair of white gloves in Gimbel's store. Upon
reaching my apartment I noticed a mark '"Made in Germany' on them.

This showed how quickly trade relations had been made - only eight months
since the armistice! America has ever been ready to forgive and to forget.

Men returning to civilian life received more consideration than in
the Civil War days. Many returned to previous jobs, all were given a small
bonus, and others entered C,C,C., Camps and learned other types of work.
The period of readjustment is always difficult for returning soldiers,
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THE STORY OF THE FIRST OLD HOME DAY IN PELHAM

AUG. 18, 1906

The first Old Home Day in Poelham was a community affair - an
answer to an appeal from the Governor of New Hampshire for a state wide
celebration of Old Home Day. Every town was doing it and Pelham rose
to the occasion.

Citizens of Pelham responded with enthusiasm. The new Electric
Railroad connected the town with neighboring cities of Nashua, ILowell,
Lawrence, and Haverhill offering a pleasant ride through the countryside.
Pelham had had a reputation for hospitality which former residents remem-
bered, Invitations were sent out, 500 of them; and judging from the
attendance, all familics and friends came,

At 10 a.m. the reception coramittee received guests in the library
where there was an interesting display of historic antiques.

The old "Singing School' met with Mzr., Alonzo Greeley in the Con-
gregational Church. He had conducted Singing School for years and the
100 or movre pupils returning renewed acqusintance and joined in singing
favorite selections. Thev closed with the hymn "We Shall Meet Beyond
The River' as was his custom at Uhoir Rehearsals.

Guests assembled at Pilgrim Hall at noon for a bountiful dinner,
Both upstairs and downstairs was filled and second tables were served,
The Pelham women had prepared favorite pies, cakes, and puddings; the
farms had supplied choice fruits. Mrs. Avery Jones served as chairman
of the committee and couples assisted her, All the teen-agers wailted on
table., 500- 600 people were served,

Exercises were held in the church at 2:30 with full attendance.
Charles W. Hobbs, Chairman of the Day, in his introductory remarks,
gave full credit to the women of the town, The lladiecs Club (Woman's
Club) for forwarding the celebration. The Fev, J. L, Hoyle spoke the
opening prayer. '""The Call To Come Home'', a poem by Mrs, Mary C,
Berry, was recited. The rmusic was by the Rossini Quartet,

Address: '"T'he Past, Present, and Future of the Country Town,' by
Rev, H, PP, Farwell of Wellesley, Mass.

Address: ""Beauties of New Hampshire', by Ira F. Harris, World
Traveller and President of Indian Head Bank, WNashua, N, H.

The addresses were well adapted to the occasion and showed
appreciation of the contributions of citizens of the country towns. Mr,
Harris compared the beauties of New Hampshire with famous scenes
abroad, which, in his opinion, could not compare with the New Harmpshire
forests, rivers, and lakes.



A feature of the day was the ""Souvenir Book'' entitled '""Old Home Day,
Pelham, N,H,. - August 18, 1906." The book included an historical sketch
by Charies W, Hobbs, and photographs of public buildings, homes, and
beautiful scenes of brooks, ponds, and landscapes by Mary E, Hobbs. The
gift of these pictures by Miss Hobbs represented much work., Those were
the days of plate cameras, dark rooms, do it yourself developing and print-
ing. It showed the town at its best in the days of the real farms, big!barns
and colonial houses,

Advertisements of local businesses helped defray expenses, as did
the sale of the '"Souvenir Book.' There were no other sales. This was
hospitality graciously extended by the citizens to 0ld residents and friends,

The Officers of the Day were as follows:

Chairman ------- Charles W. Hobbs

lst. Vice Pres, -~ George H, Currier

Znd. Vice Pres. -- Richard Hillman

Treasurer —-—--===-- E. G. Sherburne

Secretaries ------ Mary E. Hobbs, Mrs. B. Cutter, Mrs. George

Johnson, and Mrs. Henry Currier

THE HURRICANE OF 1938

The afternoon of Sept, 21, 1938 was sultry and humid, Little air
was circulating, clouds hung low over the town threatening rain.

About 4:30 conditions changed suddenly and dramatically. Breezes
came, gaining swiftly in intensity. By 5 p.m. people knew something more
serious than a September rainstorm was here.

Trees toppled -~ one woman saw her grove of Pines swept down in
one long windrow. Fine old elms along the road by the Library and giant
elms along Nashua Road were blown in confusion across the road. Fine
stands of lumber along Sherburne Road were downed in wild confusion.
Wood roads were blocked with trees with branches making such roads
impassable.

Vast forest areas were a mass of fallen trees. An area on Sherburne
Road, the Cutter property, in prime condition for lumbering, was a hopeless
mess. Later, in the attempt to salvage it, a Pelham man lost his life.
Shirley Vining left a wife, and six children. Hobbs' woodland was devastated.
Muldoon Bros., lumber dealers were extensively damaged. Every section
of the town suffered.

Local men cleared up some of this, clearing highways and areas
about homes and public buildings. It was hard and dangerous work, The
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gove rnment came to the rescue tardily. C.C,(, workers joined in the work
under supervision of town authorities. Wood and logs drawn to nearby ponds
and lakes were stored there to await marketing, The market was glutted
with all sorts of lumber, While lumber dealers managed to dispose of their
own stock, they were unable to give much aid to the average owner.

The lumber in Canobie Lake, in the North Cove, lay there for sever-
al vears before it could be marketed - then at such a low price it hardly
paid for hauling it there. Some men who owned trucks attempted to cut,
haul, and dispose of it; but could not mmake much as the tangled branches
were difficult to handle. The wood lot which had been the farmer's "'money
in the bank' was the greafest bank failure of a life time.

Fvery tragedy has a human side. Miss Caddie Smith an aged woman
living along since Miss Susan's death, was trapped by the fallen trees - a
tangle of branches across the door and windows., Peering out through the
thicket of twigs and branches she saw the face of her eight vear old neigh-
bor, Charles Hobbs 2nd., smiling at ber., He called out, "are you all
right, Miss Smith? Unlock your window and I'll come in and help you.
Miss Caddie was relieved to see her voung friend and neighbor. Soon Ralph
Boutwell appeared and the boys cleared the way sufficiently to go in and
out. They went and got provisions frorm the store for her, and pumped
fresh water {rom the well for her., They did not mention their good deed;
but Miss Caddie did. "I never was s¢ alone as on the night of the great
wind that blew all night or so glad to see a visitor as when I saw that
smiling face at my window., "

It was a great loss to Pelham financially and aesthetically. To this
day the Common looks bare and the roads are without shade. Pelham
needs a tree planting day such as Dr. Bachelder started as a Centennial
project in 1875,

WORILD WAR II - PELHAM'S PART IN THE STRUGGLE

“"The United States was entrapped in the wreckage of the depression,
and resolved to avoid future participation in foreign wars. Europe was in
chaos economically. The march in Europe was toward dictatorship, con-
trolled economy and revived imperialism. "

The Russian Revclution had become a dictatorship, called Communism.
Italy was in the hands of Fascists under Benito Mussolini, stressing brute
force. Yugoslavia, Greece, Spain, and Portugal were swallowed by Russia.

Germany had launched a constitutional government; but upon the
death of General Von Hinderburg, Adolf Hitler assumed power, He immedi-
ately organized youth, industries, and the military, then turned his attention
to Europe, seeking the conquest of the supposedly victorious European states.
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The United States looked on with bated breath; heard on the radio that
German machines were invading Belgiurm and parts of FEurope, but did
not take action or go to the rescue until England, faithful to her allies,
seemed in danger of being overpowered.

Not until Pearl Harbor was bombed and our shipping had been
attacked by German submarines and England had been greatly depleted
did the United States declare war. As always the townspeople rose to
the occasion. They cooperated fully as individuals and as a community.
A '"Pledge Campaign' was organized on June 20th for the sale of defense
bonds and stamps. Walter Burton and Frank Foisie were co~chairmen,
The committee included Theresa Muldoon, Helen Zolkos, Anna Hexrskin,
Phyllis Atwood, Mary Sherburne, Flossie Hammar, Catherine Fosie,
Frederick Garland Jr., Mrs. Arthur Simpson, Shirley Anne Atwood,
Richard Ivers, Florence Fosie, and Mabel Burton.

A heap of salvage was collected by the committee, and their
helpers. Mrs, LA, Hinds assisted by Charles Hobbs Jr., and Ralph
Boutwell brought in quantities. George Harris, Richard Mansfield and
Arthur Greenwood were also on the committee. A huge pile adorned
Pelham Common.

A service flag with 49 blue stars and one gold star for Raymond
Jurewiez was dedicated by the Pelham l.adies' Club. The ceremony was
conducted on Monument Square. Charles Hobbs Sr, presided. Mrs.
Hutchinson represented the Ladies' Club. Mr, Alfred ¥Favor, of Melrose
Highlands, was the soloist. The flag was later displayed on the Library
grounds. '

Forty-five local young men were included in the Military Draft.
Out of the 2,036 young men of the area, drawn for service, 598 were
from Hillsboro County outside Manchester.

The whole community went into action to serve our men in the
service: : : _
" The War Bond Drive was over subscribed. Fred A. Greeley and
his committee convassed the town. (Women from every district were
on the committee- Mrs. Ilda Hobbs, Mrs. Jennie Palmer, Mrs, L.ena
Kezer, Mrs, Margaret Derosier, Mrs, Catherine Donovan, Mrs. Pearle
Gage, Mrs. Emma Day, Mrs. Samuel Richardson, and Mrs. Mary
Richardson.)

A Military Whist was held to raise money for Christmas boxes.
A Pageant was held on the Hillman's lawn, the proceeds to be used in
furnishing comifort kits to soldiers. A concert for the benefit of
Soldiers and Sailors was conducted successfully by the IL.adies' Aide of
St. Patrick's Church.

Blackouts were enforced for the war years. People used black
curtains at their windows and colored flashlights out of doors. As Pelham
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was near industrial plants many worked in munition plants.

The Pelham Grange, No. 144, organized '""The Broadcast' with Mary
Sherburne as editor. This carried FPelham news to the men in the service,
and many letters were reccived from them. These letters are precious,
and preserved by the Pelham Grange *oday. A complete set of "The Broad-
cast'' are in possession of the Pelham Historical Society.,

Frances Greenwood was awarded the BRronze Star Medal for meritori-
ous service in Helland. He distinguished himself for interest in the health of
the troops. He was a registered nurse and had worked with workmen in the

guarries in this country,

Ralph Boutwell and Charles W, Hobbs Jr. (II), both 17 years, went
to enlist in Boston. Charles was sent from Sampson, to Boston, tc attend
Wentworth Institute, He did well and received further training at Norfolk,
where he was made an cngincer. He went to the Pacifiec Coast and there was
assigned to a Carrier, and drove a landing craft, The ship went to the
Northern Islands of Japan.

Ralph failed the first fitness test, but went to Manchester and enlisted
not mentioning his slight back difficultv. He entered the HMHealth Service., He

later became Chief of Police,

ILieut. Harry Atwood Jr, went to attend officer's training at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma. His assignment to the Aleution Islands seemed a dull and
lonesome post, which he brightened by clever and ingenius devices and
occupations., Upon returning home, he was involved in an accident on a
foggy night, and died in a Lowell Hespital soon after,

Roy Hardy was also involved in this same accident. Roy had enlisted
and was with Gen. McArthur in his return to the¢ Philippines. He had great
admiration of General McArthur, who met them at the beachhend, "Every-
thing moved perfectly and they accomplished their mission,

Donald Burton enlisted and after training was assigned to Elgin
Field, Florida, where he was commissioned Corporal and was active in the
First Gunnery School.

PEILHAM WOMEN IN THE SERVICE OF WORLD WAR II

Alice Gage Schlapp, a Pelhar: woman who had married and was living
in Methuen, considered, "It is my duty.' "Those of us who stay at home
must try to keep things running as sroothly as possible until our men return.
Of course, I expect to like the work, but its purely a duration of the war job.
When my husband comes home, I'll turn the office over to him at the very
next election. ' Alice served as Representative to the Massachusetts General
Court from Methuen-Andover District.
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Ruth Sherburne served as Red Cross Staif Assistant. Omne coinci-
dence was meeting Frances Greenwood '""'somewhere in France. !

Captain Elizabeth Hill Hay, R.N. was numbered in the invasion
forces on D Day. Her group was one of the first to go ashore on D Day
in France. In an interview she described the landing, living without
sleep, and the difficulty in finding time to write. '

'" - The first nurses to come on the beachheads, wading ashore,
finally to be picked up by amphibious boat jeeps, and living in the foxholes
and field tents. "

They moved as circumstances required and served every nationality,
of wounded men. She described the joy of washing and drying her clothes,
of a bath and clean hair after living in her uniform for days. Elizabeth was
honored as a guest at Pelham Bicentennial.

Ilda Grace Hardy, daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Willis Hardy enlisted

in the Army Nurse Corps. She was assigned the duty of travelling across
the Atlantic on a hospital ship caring for wounded soldiers. One day she
heard a voice call, "Hardy', and turned to find one of her classmates

from Lowell High, He had suffered amputation of one hand and other in-
juries. Naturally, he was comforted by her presence there. She continued
her work among crippled veterans in Fort Lauderdale where she made her
new home,

Ilda returned home to marry her soldier husband and the Chaplain
from the ship came to assist in the ceremony and dance at her wedding.

Lieut. Dolores Ducharme notified her Mother of her safe arrival
at Honoluiu, Hawaii where she did hospital work. A graduate of St.
Joseph's Hospital in Nashua, she placed her name on the Red Cross re-
serve list for duty. She was assigned for foreign duty and ordered to
Hawail with a large group of nurses,

CASUALTIES OF WORLD WAR 11

Chief Machinist's Mate, Steve Neskey, a member of the U.S. Merchant
Marines, survived when his ship was torpedoed. Inflated tubes were dropped
by a patrol bomber. This happened at 3 a.m. Sunday, he survived on a life
raft until rescued Monday noon by a sub-chaser, On the journey to England
his ship was again attacked by a submarine, and then he suffered an air
raid upon arrival. Steve received a bronze medal for bravery under fire.

Lt. Elmer G. Raymond, only son of Mr., and Mrs. Elmer Raymond,
a member of the United Air Corps, met his death while instructing a novice
flyer at Napier Field. A military funeral was held from Pelham Congregational
Church. Tragically, his bride to be was on the way to marry her fiance, when
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a Red Cross representative met her and told her the sad news. She returned
to her home.

Charles Pariseau Jr. at his gunners post was killed in action in a
plane crash, somewhere in the Mediterranean. The plane was engaged in
transport duty. His body was brought to Pelhan and the American Legion
gave a military funeral, A memorial service was held at the Congregational
Church later,

Raymond Jurewiez was reported as seriously injured in an accident.
His brother was called to the bedside of Raymond, at Kent Hospital in
Bover, Del. Raymond was a member of the 80th Bomb Squadron. There
seemed an element of mystery surrounding his death. The citation from
the government reads in paxrty

"He lived to bear his countries arms. e died to save its honor.
His sacrifice will help to keep aglow ths flaming torch that lights our lives,
We pay hirm homage, and revere his momeoery, in solemn pride rededicate
ourselves to the complete fulfillroent of the task for which he so gallantly
placed his life upon the altar of man's freedom.,

Donald H, Bagley, son of Mr., and Mrs. Gerald Bagley of Gage Hill,
enlisted in the U, S5, Alr Force at Manchester, as a cadet glider pilot. He
was detailed to Westover Field, Chicopee, Mass,, for basic training. He
had been on several crulses and on his last trip home expressed doubt of
the seaworthiness of the ship assigned. He also regretted a change of
officers, feeling that his former skipper would never have allowed it to
depart on a voyage., Strangely encugh the ship was caught in a hurricane
and split in two with the entire crew lost,

CENTENNIAL OF CIVIi, WAR IN PELHAM
June 18, 1961 at 3 P, M. Library Building

A reenactment of the Dedication of the FPelham Public Library and
Memorial Room, Dec. 2, 1896, in honor of the heroic soldiers who fought
to win and preserve our freedom.

Chairman of the Day - Albert Lynch {irmmpersonating George S. Butler)

America =~ Choir - led by Rita Ducharme

Honorable Georgé Butler (Judge Liynch), ""Ladies and Gentlemen:

It gives me great pleasure to greet so many who are interested in
the l.ibrary and Memorial Building erected by the Town of Pelham and the
zenerous donors who have gone from Pelham and contributed to it, and in
their behalf I bid you & most cordial welcome to these dedication ceremoenies.
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the most desirable, and which we believe will meet with the approval of
ali. You have hexe the Memorial Room, the book-stack roomm, the room
for the Town Officers with apartinent for keeping the safe and the records,
the delivery room, and all has been complzsted without, except some of
the furniture for this Memorial Room, which is soon to be put in position.
It has been completed without exceeding the appropriation and the gifts of
old residents and descendants of the town. This committee, whatever
their faults, have had in mind only “he besi interests of the town in the
construction of this building. It has been their intention to {inish this
building without incurring a single collar of outside debt and get a return
for every dollar they invested here.

Now Mr., Chairman, I will present to you the keys of the building
and the deed of the lot of land on which it stands. "

The keys were received by C, W, Seavey, Chairman of the Beoard
ot Selectmen with the following remarks: (dMr, Albert Jarris, chairman
of the Board impersonated Mr. Seavey.)

Mzr, Seavey's Remarks: "Mr. Chairman and fellow citizens; In
behalf of the town it gives me great pleasure to receive the keys of this
beautiful library. I think I voice the sentiments of all when I say we are
proud of our Library. It fills a long felt need.

When we think of the advantages thie library will bring to the ris-
ing generation, I think we have a right to be proud of our Library. In
connection with our Library, we have this beautiful Memorial Room, with
tablets containing the narmmes of the soldiers who have gone forth to fight
the battles of their country., We ail have a pride here, The names of the
soldiers will always be kept sacred in the hearts of the people. Many of
our soldiers have answered the last great ro'i-call bat, we are fortunate
in having with us today many who have survived.

We bid you all welcome here today, and thank the donors for their
generous contributions. We wish to express our thanks and invite you to
come here always. Our doors are always open to you, not as strangers,
but as stock holders who have an equal right with us. Today the Selectmen
of this town assume the responsibility of this building. These keys which
I held will pass inte the hands of our successors, who we trust, will so
regard the interests of the library, that we have passed on- our Library
will remain down to the twentieth century, ian as good or better condition

than todavy.

Dedicatory Prayer - Rev, Augustus Berry - (lmperscnated by Rev.
James Kidd)
Roll Call of '"Soldiers from Pelham in War of the Rebellicn' by
Selectman Thomas J. Cleghorn
Taps - Played by Bugler ~- John Woodbury Fichardson
Doxology - Choir led by Rita Ducharnie
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TESTIMONIAL IN HONOR OF MARY E. HOBBS
LIBRARIAN OF PELHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY
May 18, 1955
W ritten and read by L.ucy Lyon Koehler

At first, in justice to all, I think it is in order to speak in limited
detail at least, of this beautiful Library building, (mentioning the facts and
figures that led to the construction following the four years 1892-1896 that
a small library had been established and maintained in the old Town Hall
that burned in 1906} - it all being a background to this pleasant occasion
tonight.

So, to begin, let us review the progress of it:

In 1892, at Town Meeting, an appropriation was made to start a
Library. The State of New Hampshire contributed $100.00 for books to
assist in starting a Library. In 1896 the town, instead of having a cele-
bration for the One- Hundredth Anniversary of the incorporation of the
Town, decided to build the present beautiful building. The Town appro-
priated $4000. 00, and approximately $2500. 00 was raised by public sub-
scription. Many former townspeople, who had sought their livelihood
elsewhere, donated the major portion of this public fund.

The late John M. Woods, of Somerville, donated the beautiful
satinwood or southern hazel finish of this Memorial Room. The late
Frank M. Woodbury gave the land upon which the building stands - also,
some of the finish, as well as unlimited hours serving as a member of
the building committee. The late Charies W. Hobbs, father of ocur
Librarian, was chairman of the building committee. On its dedication
on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 1896, he gave an interesting account of the
committee's work and officially turned over the deed and key to Charles W.
Seavey, Chairman of the Board of Selectmen.

The company then left the Library and went to the church for
exercises, George S, Butler, with fitting remarks, introduced the
speaker of the day, the Rev. Augustus Berry. The Grand Army Veteran
took a prominent part and there were several other speakers. Mr,
Edwara Burnham, of Manchester Union, said that it was a pleasure to
take part in anything that will endure. He then spoke of the position of

the State of New Hampshire upon the matter of Public Libraries. "It is
not generally known that this state has the distinction of having inaugurated
the first public library in New England, " (and continuing to gquote Mr,

Burnham) "and when we are comparing our state with our more polished
and cultured neighbor, Massachusetts, it would be well to remember that
fact.'" The day closed with a bountiful dinner served in the Town Hall,

Now, we can be justly proud of this Public Library Building and all
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that it includes. It is a great credit to the Tcwn, the Townspeople who
fostered the idea and all the others who made a success of the undertaking.
They have the everlasting thanks of the community. Veritably, it will
always stand monumental to the efforts and civic pride of ocur townspeople
and teo friends alike, of all generations involvad -~ both past, present and
future,

Naturally the environment afforded by such a Public Library as
ours, is truly an incentive to decorun:, trust and pride. In no less degree
of pride and appreciation do we hold cur own Miss Molly Hobhbs, who
during all these years of succesgsful service as Librarian, has maintained
the high moral caliber of this local instituiion, the FPelham Public Library.
She has accomplished just what our forefathers intended and expected she
would accomplish when she was first appointed in 1892. She has kept pace
with modern literature of all classes ever since, and thus has ably advised
and assisted in procuring additional velumes yearly, Familiar with books
and authors, she has the aptitude to assist the patron invariably when his
wishes are made known, surely a heipful accomplishment., She readily
interprets the needs of school ¢hildren in the selections of editions best
suited to their studies or their pleasure reading,

Sixty~three yvears of service as Librarian-~ let us pause this while
and reflect! What a long and faithful stewardship! Miss Molly Hobbs
devoted and but a few years the senior in our l.ibrary- surely you are
destined to continue your duties here for vears ahead. So hope all of us!

Now Miss Molly, we would all most aifectionately salute you on
your birthday anniversary, which transpires iomorrow, May 19th., Good

health, Good wishes, and may God bless you.

Please accept as a srnall token of our sincere regard this bouguet,

Editor's Note: This book is dedicated to Miss Mary Hobbs ~ "Aunt Moliy"
as she was fondly known to most of the townspeople -~ for
her long and faithful service tc Pelham.
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